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IN the General Convention of the Royal Burrows, holden at the 
Burgh of Edinburgh upon the fifteenth day of July one thouſand 
ſeven hundred and eight years, by the Commiſſioners therein 


conveened. 


HE which day, the Conventian, finding by experience, 'that nothing does create more 
"4 trouble to them, then irregularities, and abuſes committed by particular burghs in e- 
lecting their Magiſtrates and Town Council, contrary to their ſett and ancient itution, 
Therefore, the Convention, to obviate this inconvenience in time coming, ſtatute and ap- 
point, that each royal burgh within this kingdom, ſend up their ſett to the clerks of the bur- 
rows, to be recorded on a particular book to be keept for that very purpoſe, to the end any 

ueſtion about their reſpective ſetts may be quickly diſcuſſed upon producing the ſaid book, and 
that betwixt and the next convention ; certifying ſuch as fail herein, they ſhall be fined 
by the next annual Convention, in the ſum of two hundred pounds Scotts money. Extract- 
ed from the records of the General Convention of the Royal Burrows of Scotland, upon the 


preceeding page, by me their conjund general clerk. 
| * ES ' JOHN DUNDAS. 


E DIN B UR GH. 


EXTRACT of the Sett of the City of Edinburgh, and Deereet 
Arbitral pronounced thereupon, by King James the Sixth, and 
regiſtrate in the Books of Council and Seffion, the nineteenth day 
of June one thouſand five hundred and eighty-three years. 


MAGISTRATE. S. 


"ON hypo ſuch as Provoſt, Bailies, Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer, to be in all 
time coming of the eſtate and calling of Merchants, conform to the acts of Parliament, 
and if any Craftiman exerceand merchandize, ſhall for his qualities be promoved 
thereto, in that caſe, he ſhall leave his craft, and not occupy the ſame, be himſelf nor his 
ſervants during the time of his office, and ſhall not return thereto at any time thereafter, 
while he obtain ſpecial licence of the Provoſt, Baillies, and Counſell, to that effect. 


SG 97 i 8 WA 


THE Counſel to conſiſt of ten Merchants, to wit, the old Provoſt, four old Baillies, 
Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer, of the next year preceeding, and three Merchants to be 
choſen to them; and alſo to conſiſt of eight Craftſmen thereof fix Deacons, and two other 
Craftſmen, —_— the haill the ſaid council eighteen perſons, and this by the office-men 
of that year, viz. the Provoſt, Baillies, Dean of Guild, and Treaſurer. 8 


v E L EC TI ON. 


AND as to the manner of their Election, F that 
manner of perſon be choſen Provoſt, wana? e Gild, or Treaſurer, ſuppoſe they 


FS 


urgeſſes 


* = 


bt 833 


Borgeſſes of the Burgh, and able therefore, without they have been ane year or two upon 


the il of before. And anent the Council, the old manner of giving in of ticketts be 
the Deacons out of the whilk the two Craftſmen were yearly choſen to be abrogat, ceaſe and 
expire, in all time coming, ſua that the ſaids two Craftſmen ſhall be choſen yearly without 
any ingiving of tieketts indifferently, of the beſt and worthieſt of the Crafts, be the ſaids 


Provoſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, Treaſurer, and Council, alennarly, and none to be on 


the Council above two years together, except they be office-men, or be virtue of their of- 
fices on the Counſell. Sicklike, anent the leits to be Baillies, they ſhall not be divided nor 
caſten in four ranks, three to every rank, as they were wont to be, but to be choſen indif- 
ferently, ane out of the twelve leits, another out of the eleven leits, the third out of the ten, 
and the fourth out of nine leits. Anent the Deacons, that none be eleted Deacon, on 
he that has been ane maſter of his Craft, two year at the leaſt ; and that none of them 
continued in their offices of Deaconſhip above two years together. Laſt, in general, that 
none have vote in leiting, voting, electing of the Provoſt, Baillies, Council, Deacons, Dean 
of Gild, or Treaſurer, but the perſons hercafter following in manner after ſpecified. | 


ELECTION 1» SPECIAL or DEACONS. 


AND to proceed to the ſaid Election, it is found good to begin at the chooſing of the 
Deacons of Crafts, whilks are fourteen in number, to wit, chirurgeons, goldſmiths, ſkinners, 
furriers, hammermen, wrights, maſons, tailors, baxters, fleſhers, cordiners, webſters, walk- 
ers, bonnetmakers, ſo the Deacons now preſent ſhall ſtand and continue while the third 
council day of before the old time of Election of the new Council, whilk was on the Wed- 
neſday next preceeding the feaſt of Michaelmafs day. Upon the whilk third Council day, 


the Provoſt, Baillies, and Council, now ſtandand, extending to nineteen ns, and from 


thenceforth yearly and ilk year, the Provoſt, Baillies, and Council, conſtitute of the ſaid 
rwenty-&@ve perſons, ſhall call in before them the ſaids Deacons of Crafts, every one ſeverally, 
and enquire their opinion and judgment of the beſt and worthieſt of their Crafts ; thereafter 
the ſaids Provoſt, Baillies, Council; ſhall nominate and leet three perſons of the moſt diſ- 
creet, godly, and qualified perſons, of every one of the ſaids fourteen crafts, moſt expert 


hand- labourers of their own craft, burgeſſes and freemen of the Burgh of Edinburgh, where- 
of the old Deacon ſhall be Ig. am cauſe deliver their names to the Deacons every one, ac- 


cording to their craft, whilk Deaeohs, on the morn thereafter, ſhall afſerable and conveen 
their crafts, and every craft be themſelves, forth of their names, ſhall ele& one perſon who 
fhall be their Deacon for. that year; and, upon the next Council day after the ſaid Election, 
the old Deacons, with ſome of their maſters of their crafts, ſhall preſent the new Deacons to 


the Counſell, who ſhall authorize them in their offices. 


* . 
NEW COUNSELL or DEACONS. 


NEXT to proceed to the Election of the new Counſel, the ſaid day of preſenting of the 
new Deacons, the Provoſt, Baillies, and Council, now ſtandand of nineteen perſons, and 
fra then forth the ſaid day yearly, the Provoſt, Baillies, and Council, of twenty-five perſons, 
ſhall! chooſe forth of the ſaids fourteen Deacons, fix perſons to be adjoyned with the new 
Council for the year to come, and to have ſpecial vote in leiting and chooſing of the Provoſt, 
Baillies, and Council ; and the ſame day the old fix Deacons, whilk upon the Council the 
year preceeding, to be removed, and have no further vote for al your, except ſome of 
them be of the number of the new Elected Deacons. 5 5 
a i {4 
NEW COUNSELL or MERCHANTS AND CRAFTS. 


THEREAFTER, upon the Wedneſday next, preceeding Michaelmats ilk year, the Pro- 
voſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, Treafurer, and ten Merchants of the Council, and the ſaids fix 
Deacons, and two Craftſmen, and in the haill twenty-five perſons, and twenty-ſix votes, be 
reaſon, 


131 
reaſon of the Provoſt's two votes, ordinarly ſtandand at all times, ſhall conveen and chooſc 
hs new Council, to the number of Seen perſons, viz. the old Provoſt, Baillies, Dean of 
Gud, and Weener, of chat year, and the ſaids i Deacons, to make thirteen perſans there- 
of; and to them to be choſen three Merchants and two Craſtſmen, and thir perſons to be 
called the new Council; and if any perſon of the Merchants choſen upon the new Counſell, 


s to be putt on the leit of another office and promoved thereto, another ſhall be choſen 
in his roome be the ſaids Provoſt, Baillies, and Council. | x | 

I. EITS or MAGISTRATES. 

THIRDLY, to proceed to the chooſing of the leits to the Magiſtrates and office-men, ſuch 
as Provoſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Treafurer, upon the Friday next thereafter, there 
hall conveen the aid new Council of eighteen perſons, and the old Connſell conſtitute of 
twelve perſons, viz. ten Merchants and two Craftſmen, and in the haill thirty perſons, to 
the Provoſt's odd vote, whilks perſons, ſolemnly proteſting before God, that they thall chooſe * 
the perſons whom they find moſt meet, without favour, ha or any kind of 2 
then ſhall begin and chooſe the leits to the ſaid Magiſtrates, and office - men, to every one 
them three leits, that is to ſay, to the Provoſt, two leits with himſelf, to the four Balllies e- 
very one of them three leits, the old Baillies not being ane, except they be new choſen there- 
to; to the Dean of Gild two leits with himfelf, and to the Treaſurer two leits with himſelf ; 


. 


whilks hail leits ſhall be of the order and calling of Merchants as faid is. 


ELECTION ox MAGISTRATES. 

FOUR THL x, to proceed to the electing and ch of the ſaids Magiſtrates and office - 
men, upon the T, eſday next after Michaetmaſs yearly, ſhall- cenveen the ſaids thirty 
perſons of new and old Council, and with them the reſt of the Deacons of crafts whilks are 
not of the Counſell, extending to cight perſons ; the haill perſons ſua conveened extending 
to thirty-eight perſons by the Provoſt's odd vote, whereof twenty Merchants and eighteen 
Craftſmen, whilks perſons ſhall begin at the leits of the Provoſt,” and every one in their own 
rank, give their votes to ſuch as they find meet, for the well of the Town, according to their 
knowledge and conſcience, but feid or favour, and on whom the greateſt number of votes 
ſhall fall, that he be ſworn, received, and admitted Provoſt for that year, and ſua to proceed 
thro? the leits of the Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Treaſurer, while the ſaid election be com- 
pletely ended, the ſaids Provoſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, Treaſurer,” and Counſell, elected 
as ſaid is, making in the haill twenty-five perſons, they only, and no others, ſhall have the 
full government and adminiſtration of the haill common welf of this h, in all things, as 
the Provolt, Baillies, and Council thereof, or of any other Burgh had of before, or may 
have hereaſter, be the laws or conſuetude of this realm; infeftments and priviledges granted 
to this Town be our Sovereign Lord's moſt Noble Progenitors, exceptand always thir cauſes 
following, in the whilks the haill fourteen Deacons of Crafts ſhall be called and adjoyned 
with them, to give their ſpecial vote and conſultation thereunto. To witt, in Election of 
the Provoſt, Baillies, Dean of Gild, and Treaſuer, as ſaid is, in ſetting of fews or any man- 
ner of tacks, attour the yearly rouping on Martinmaſs even; in giving of benefices and other 
offices in Burgh; in ting of extents, contributions, emprimits, and ſieklike, bigging of 
common as and in diſponing of the common good above the ſum of twenty pounds to- 
ther, Extracted from the records of the general convention of the Royal Burrows of 

otland, upon this, and the eight preceeding pages, by me their conjunct general clerk. 

| JOHN DUNDAS. 
K. 

At 
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t Edinburgh, the eighth day of April, one thouſand Av hundred and thirty 


years. 


. 


WHICH day, the Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt, iſtrates, and Council of the 
city of Edinburgh, being aſſembled, a letter from the Right Honourable Archibald Lord 
Hay, addreſt to the Lord Provoſt, with the decreet-arbitral pronounced and awarded by his 
Lordſhip upon the matters to him ſubmitted, were ſeverally read, and the Council, with the 
extraordinary Deacons, unanimouſly ordered the ſame to be inviolably obſerved, and to be re- 
corded, and appointed the Treaſurer to cauſe print the ſame ; the tenor whereof follows. 
| Whereas, by two ſeveral ſubmiſſions, dated and ſigned at Edinburgh, the thirteenth and 

fourteenth days of March, one thouſand ſeven hundred and twenty nine years, by the Ma- 
333 and Merchant Council, and Deacons of Crafts and Trades Councilers of the ſaid 

urgh, on the one and other parts, and in behalf, and purſuant to the powers therein men- 
tioned, ſeveral queſtions and differences between the ſaid Incorporations, and the faid Ma- 
giſtrates and Merchant Council, touching the matters therein ſet furth, were ſubmitted to 
me as ſole arbiter choſen and elected by both parties, and particularly certain proceſſes 
at their inſtance againſt others, depending before the Lords of Council and Seffion ; and I 
having maturely conſidered the ſaid mutual proceſſes, with the minutes, and claims, and 
anſwers, with the vouchers given in by them hinc inde, and heard parties procurators, in my 
own preſence, viva voce, and having weighed the arguments on each ſide, and peruſed the 
precedents laid before me jointly by both parties, I give furth my final ſentence and decreet- 
arbitral, in manner, and to the effect following: That is to ſay, finds, decerns, and de- 
clares, that no perſon, who has deſerted and given over the practice and exerciſe of his trade 
and occupation - within the city of Edinburgh, and liberties thereof, unleſs he reſide within 
the ſaid town or liberties, and at the ſame time ſubject himſelf to the common burdens of the 
town and Incorporation whereof he is free, or who is received as a member or ſervant in any 
of the.tewn's hoſpitalls, or who is a penſioner of the town or trade, or has or enjoys any be- 
| nefite or lucrative office from the town or trade, or who, at any time within fix months pre- 
ceeding, has been received, or was member, ſervant, or penſioner, as aforeſaid, or held, or 
enjoyed ſuch beneficez or lucrative office, hath, or ought to have any vote in the election of 
a Deacon, or other Officer of the Incorporation, or in making up leets, in order to the elec- 
tion of a Deacon, or other Officer, or to act, or vote in any meeting whatſoever of any In- 
corporation within the ſaid city. And further, finds, decerns, — ordains, that the uſage 
and cuſtom of preſenting leets of ſix perſons made by the ſeveral Incorporations, and atteſted 
by their reſpective Clerks, to the Magiſtrates and Council, in order to their making ſhort 
leets of three for election of Deacons, be inviolably for ever obſerved, and that the ſhort leets 
be returned by them out of the ſaid leets of fix, regularly and legally made and atteſted. 
But finds, decerns, and declares, that the Council, to whom the new Deacons are to be 
Preſented, and by whom they are by the ſett to be authorized in their offices, are, by the 
nature of the thing, and the precedents, and conſiſtently with the ſett, judges, in the firſt in- 
ſtance, of queſtions that may be ſtirred concerning the right of perſons claiming to be ad- 
mitted into the office of Deacon; ſubject, nevertheleſs, to complaint, and the review of the 
proper court, as accords of the law. And finds, decerns, and declares, that the Provoſt has 
right to the firſt vote in every matter and thing, and to a caſting vote in caſe of an equality, 
and to no other or further vote in any caſe whatſoever. And alſo finds, decerns, and de- 
clares, that, according to the ſett of the town, there mult be three perſons in every leet for 
the ſeveral offices of Provoſt, Dean of Gild, and Treaſurer, and twelve perſons in the leet 
for Baillies ; but it is not determined by the ſett, whether the ſaids leets ſhould tontain one 
and twenty different perſons ; and the uſage appears to be in the contrary, which therefore 
onght to prevail. And further, finds, decerns, and declares, that the Deacons extraordi- 
zary, or not of the Council, have a vote in chooſing proxies for the abſent members of the 


ordinary Council at the annual Election, in all ſteps where they have a right to be preſent: 
. Y | And 


* 


— 
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And alſo finds, decerns, and deelares, That the right of calling the Counell ordinary and 


belongs to the Provoſt, or Preſes of the meeting; and, upon an execution returned of the members being” 


— by the ſaid Provoſt, or Preſes his order, thirteen of the ordinary, and ſeventeen of the extraor- 


dinary Council, may proceed, and act in the ſame manner as if all the members were preſent : But, if the 
Provoſt, or Preſes ſhall happen to neglect, or ſhall refuſe to call a Council on Wedneſday, the ordinary ' 


Council day, a majority of the ſaid Council may, forty-eight hours preceding the ordinary and ſtated 
time of meeting, require the aforeſaid Provoſt, or Preſes, under form of inſtrument, to a Council, 
and, upon his refuſing, or neglect to comply with the demand ſo made, the majority of the ſaid Council 
may meet on the ſaid uſual and ſtated time, and proceed to do buſineſs And finds, decerns, and de- 
clares, That the Council ordinary and extraordinary have the ſole power and right of governing the Tri- 
nity Hoſpital, and cannot delegate the ſame to any other perſon, or perſons 'whatſoever. And decerns 
and ordains the accompts of the town to be fitted and audited within the year to which the faid accompts 
relate, or within three months after the expiration of the ſaid year, and that no article of depurſement 
of the town's money ought to be allowed, unleſs the ſame be ſufficiently vouched. And finds and de- 


cerns, That the expence of all public treats ought to be previouſly authoriſed by the Council, and atteſted, ' 
when laid out, by two of the Council, or more, who are hereby ordained to write, or cauſe to be writ- |, 


ten, on the bills, the date and occaſion of the expence, and-the perſon's name to whom the ſame was 
paid, or is due, and ſign the ſaid bills and report, and produce them in Council, within a month at far- 
theſt aſter the ſaid expence is incurred. And further, finds, decerns, and declares, That the ſaid extra» 
ordinary Deacons of Crafts have right to give their ſpecial vote and conſultation annually, in electing and 
chuſing the members of the Dean-of-Guild Court of Edinburgh ; but that they have no vote in the elec- 
tion of the officers of the Train-bands, the Conſtables, and Bailies of the public merkats of the city, and 
their aſſiſtants, kirk and college treaſurers, ſtent · maſters, and -auditors of the town's accompts, nor in 
electing and chuſing the baron bailies of the ſuburbs, namely, the bailies of Leith, Canongate, Portſburgh, 
and Calton, the Magiſtrates and ordinary Council having the only right of chuſing the ſaid officers. And 


finds, decerns, and declares, That the ſaid extraordinary Deacons have a __ and ought to be adjein- 
te 


ed with the ordinary Council, at leaſt, ought to be legally called for nad, when they are to 
proceed to the election of Provoſt, Bailies,, Dean-of-Guild, or Treaſurer, or to ſet feus, or any manner 
of tacks, attour the yearly rouping on Martinmaſs Even; or to give benefices, and other offices within 
the burgh ; or to grant extents, contributions, emprimets, and concerning public burdens, or to diſpoſe 


of the common good, above the ſum of twenty pounds Scots together, d further finds the ſaid extra- 
ordinary Deacons have right to vote in chuſing committees for deliberating upon, and preparing all, or 


any of the ſaid matters, and are alſo capable of being members of the ſaid committees; and, as to 

article of commiſſioners for, and. from the burgh, which includes a caſe relating to the priviledge of par- 
liament, the ſame is hereby to receive no determination, of conſent, and at the deſire of parties. 
And alſo decerns and ordains the minutes of the Council to be read and ſigned in open Council the next 
Council day, immediately after they ſhall have received a ſecond reading. And, touching the office of 
Conveener, and the meetings of Deacons and Craftſmen among themſelves, finds the office of Conveener 
has the authority of too long uſage, and has been too much admitted by the Magiſtrates and Council, to 
be at this time called in . and that the meeting of the Deacons has been alſo long practiſed: But 
that, by the ſett of the town, neither the merchants among themſelves, nor the crafts, and their Deacons, 
or viſitors, can have, or make any particular or general conventions, as Deacons with Deacons, Dea- 
cons with their crafts, or crafts among themſelves, without the advice and conſent of the Provoſt and 


Council, excepting the caſes in the ſaid ſett particularly excepted, and that the meeting ſaid to be fre- 
quently held the firſt Tueſday after Michaelmaſs, in the manner, and with the circumſtances, the ſame 


is particularly ſet forth in the declarator of the merchants, can in no ways be continued in the ſaid excep- 
tions. And finds, decerns, and declares, That by-laws made by the Incorporartions for themſelves, are 


of no force, unleſs they are ratified by the Magiſtrates and Council. But finds, That the ſaid Magiſtrates 
and Council have no power to make by-laws, whereby the ſaid Incorporations and their ſucceſſors can be 


bound to admit all ſuch perſons as ſhall requeſt the ſame; and ſhall appear to the Magiſtrates and Coun- 


cil to be well ſkilled and qualifyed to occupy and practiſe in their crafts, upon payment of ſuch valuable 
conſideration as ſhould be rated and determined by the faid Magiſtrates and Council. And likewiſe finde, 


'Fhat they have no power to controul the management of the ſeveral ſtocks den to the ſaid Incor- 
porations, or to make by-laws concerning the ſame: And this T 1 forth as my nal ſentence and de- 


ereet · arbitral betwixt the ſaid parties; and decerns and ordains them to abide by, and fullfill the ſame 
each to other in all time coming. I have ſubſcribed theſe preſents, written on this 
N l . : and 


* 


— 


- 


L 6 J. 


n Puzolas, my fe 


Extracted from the council — 2 city of 
me conjunct principal city · cler of Edinburgh. | 
| „ Hh erties 66 J. W. 

. NOTE. | * 12 

GvrLpay.—The guild brethren, including the members of the merchant company, are about 300 


rena is exceedingly difficult to aſcertain, with preciſion, the number of heritors in this 


burgh, who are not burgeſſes ; we can therefore only form a conjetture upon this head, and our conjedture 
is, that theſe heritors may be about 1500 in all. 


E number of incorporations is fourteen, and of the members connected with 
em 422. 


Inn antravrs. The number of inhabitants within the royalty, or what is properly termed the city, 
may be about 40,000. But the ſuburbs, which is very extenſive and populous, does at leaſt contain equal 


that number; ſo that the inhabitants in general, in and about Edinburgh, may be reckoned at above 


So, ooo. 0 


SETT or Taz BURGH OF GLASGOW. 


At Glaſgow, the twenty-ſecond day of Odober, one thouſind ſeven hundred and eleven years. The 


which day, the provoſt, baillies, and town counſell conveened, conſidering, That, by an act of the gene- 


ral convention of royal burrows, the whole royal burrows are ordained to tranſmit to the clerk to the 
royal burrows each of their ſetts, and cuſtomes in their elections of their magiſtrates and counſell, to be 
recorded in the books of general convention of the ſaid royal burrows, in manner, and to the effect as is 
more fully ſpecified in the ſaid act; therefore the magiſtrats and toun counſel doe hereby declare the ſett 
or accuſtomed way of this burgh of Glaſgow, in their elections of their provoſt, baillies, toun counſell, 
dean of gild, deacon conveener, treaſurer, and others, after inſert, to be as followes, viz.. By the ordi- 
nary ſett of the ſaid burgh, the town counſel! thereof, (befide the provoſt and three baillies), is to con- 
fiſt-of the number of thirteen merchants and twelve trades; and, if either the dean of gild, deacon con- 
veener, treaſurer, or maſter of work, or all of them, fhall happen to be choſen. of perſons not in the town 


counſell, they, by. their election, become extraordinary counſellers. 


The Election of Provoſt and Baillies: 


Upon the firſt Tueſday after Michaelmaſs, (which is the ordinary day of election of thoſe who ſhould 
dear office, as provoſt and baillies of this burgh for the year enſueing), the provoſt, baillies, and toun 
counſell conveened, doe proceed, . firſt to the election of. the provoſt, and the haill counſell being remo- 
ved from the table, except the preſent provoſt and baillies, the ſaid provoſt and baillies doe leit the mer - 
chant rank in four leits, and the counſell being called to take their place at the table, each of the ſaid four 
leits are ſeverally voted, and are choſen out of each of them, and the ſaid four perſons ſo choſen being 
removed and divided in tuo leits, and the ſaid tuo leits being ſeverally voted, there are tuo perſons cho- 
ſen out of the ſame, and which tuo perſons are putt in one leit, and the ſame putt to the vote, which of 
them ſhall be choſen as provoſt ;. he who has plurality of votes is elected as provoſt for-the year enſuing, 
and he may be elected and continued at the next year's election for a ſecond year; but he cannot be leited 
or ele ded, till tuo years expire after his going, out of the office. 

Item, After the election of the provoſt, as {aid is, they doe proceed to the electione of the three baillies, 
and the hail] counſel} being again removed from the table, except the provoſt. elected, as is immediately 
above written; and the three baillies who ate to be changed, with the late provoſt, or provoſts, the ſaids 
perſons not removed ſett doun the leits of the merchants and crafts, ranks in counſell, out of which the 
three baillics are to be choſen for the year enſuing. The merchant rank, who are capable to be leited, 
ave divided in four leits, and the counſell being called to take their place, the ſaid four leits are ſeverally 


putt 
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in tuo leits, and the counſellers of the trades rank being divided in three leits, and ſeverally putt to the 
vote, there are three perſons choſen; which are putt in one leit, and the faids three leits of merchants and 
crafts, (after the perſons thereon are removed), being ſeverally putt to the vote, there is one of the tuo in 
the firſt leit of the merchant rank choſen for firſt and eldeſt bai and one of the tuo in the ſecond leit 
of the merchant rank choſen ſecond baillie for the year enſuing ; as alſo, there is one of the three itt the 
leit of the crafts rank choſen as baillie for the crafts rank ; it is alfo the ſett and cuſtome in the elec» 
tione of the baillies, that none of the counſel! who have been elected baillie, can be thereafter leited for, 


or elected a baillie, till tuo years expyre after their being out of that office. | 
| The Election of the Town Counſel, 


Upon the firſt Friday after the election of the ſaid magiſtrats, there do conveen the preſent provoſt and | 
three baillies, and the provoſt and three baillies that were in office the laſt year, and the provoſt and three bail- 
lies who were magiſtrats the year preceeding the laſt year, which three years magiſtrats makes up the num- 
ber of tuelve, — if any of the ſaid number be defective, in reſpecl of one man being provoſt tuo of the ſaid 
three years, or by the abfence or death of any of the twelve therefore theſe conveened doe elect, or call for fo - 

perſons as ſhall happen to be wanting of the ſaid full number, of the fame quality of the abſents, . 
whether they be merchands or crafts, to make up the faid number of twelve; who are appointed by the 
conſtitution of this burgh, to make choice of theſe who are to bear the office as counſellers of this burgh 
for the year enſueing, and then doe procecd to the election of thirteen of the merchant rank, and tuelve 
of the trades rank, to bear office as counſellers, which coupſellers are elected as follows, viz. The whole 
* thirteen of the merchand rank, and tuelve of the,trades rank, who were counſellers the year preceeding, 
are leited with otRers of the ſame rank who are not counſellers : And, in reſpect that the preſent magi- 
ſtrats are choſen out of the laſt counſell, the late magiſtrats doe come in their place to make up the num- 
ber, and be leited as counſellers ; and none of the ſaid thirteen merchants, or tuelve trades, can be leited 
one with another, but with perſons out of the counſel, as faid is, except in the caſe, when either the 
dean of gild, deacon conveener, treaſurer, or maſter of work, ſhall happen to be extraordinary counſellers 
by their office, they may be leited againſt as many of the magiſtrats and trades counſellers of the fame 

rank. And, in caſe it ſhall happen at any time, that a conſiderable number ot the counſellers who are 
elected, as faid is, doe not accept, the magiſtrats and counſell may, and have been in uſe to cleft o- 


7 


thers in their roome and place. 


The Eledtion of the Dean of Gild, Deacon Convrener, Treaſurer, and others: yy 


Upon the firſt Wedneſday after the election of the counſell, e conveen the oft, baillies, and coun» - 
ſellers, both of the merchants and trades ranks, together with the deacons Tal reſpective incorporat 
crafts of the burgh. And, becauſe that the trades baillie, and counſcllers, and deacons foreſaid, do ex- 
ceed the number of the magiſtrats and counſel ot the merchant rank, there are as many merchants added 
to them as makes up the merchants and trades ranks both alike number, and then there is a-Jeit produced 
from the merchants houſe, contained in ane act thereof, under their clerk's hand, conſiſting of three per- 
ſons of the merchants rank, and one of them is choſen be the magiſtrats and toun counſell, and others 
foreſaids, to bear office as dean of gild of this burgh for the year enſyein Alſo, there is a Jeet produced 
from the trades houſe, contained in ane at thereof under their clerk's La. contiſting of three perſons - 
of the crafts rank ; and one of them is choſen be the ſaid magiſtrats and toun counſell, and others fore- . 
ſaids, to bear office as deacon conveener of this h for the year enſuing. And, in the election of the 
dean of gild and deacon conveener, the provoſt has the tirſt vote; aad, in caſe of an equality, the caſting 
vote; but, in other elections, has only the caſting vote. | | 
Thereaſter, the merchants and deacons who are added to the merchants and toun ecunſell for. ele&ing. 
the dean. of gild and deacon conveener, being removed, the magiſtrats or toun counſell putt two or three 
perſons on the leet, which is putt to the vote, and one of them is choſen to bear office as wealurer of the 
burgh for the year enſuing ;z and that the leit out of which the treaſurer is elected, conſiſts of the merchant: 
or trades rank, per vices, or year about. . . ; 
Item, In electing the baillie of Gorbals, the magiſtrats and toun counſel putt tuo or three of their 
number on the leit, which is putt to the vote, and one of them is choſen to bear office as baillie of the Gor- 
bals- 
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bals for the year enſuing, and the leit out of which he is choſen, conſiſts of the merchants rank, and trades 
rank, per vices, or year about. | * | 4 
© {tem, In electing the water baillie, the magiſtrats and toun counſell, doe putt tuo perſons (either of 
the counſell, or not of the ſame, as they think fit,) upon the leit, which is putt to the vote, and one of 
them is choſen to bear office as water baillie for the year enſuing, and the leit out of which he is choſen 
conſiſts of the merchants rank, and trades rank, per vices, or year about. | * 

Item, In electing the maſter of work, the magiſtrats and toun counſell doe putt tuo perſons of the 
merchant rank (either of the counſell or not of the ſame, as they think fit,) upon the leit, which is putt to 
the vote, and one of them is choſen to bear office as maſter of work of the burgh for the year enſuing; 

Item, There is a leet produced from the incorporation of maltmen, under their clerk's hand, conſiſting 

of four or five perſons of that trade, which leit being putt to the vote, one of them is choſen be the ma» 
giſtrats and toun counſell, to be viſiter of the maltmen for the year enſuing. 
Item, There is a leet produced from the incorporatione of gardeners, under their clerk's hand, confiſt- 
ing of tuo perſons of that trade, which leit being putt to the vote, one of them is choſen be the magi- 
ſtrats and toun counſell, to be viſiter of the gardeners for the year enſuing. | 
Iten, In eleRing the procurator-fiſcall of court, there is a leit made be the magiſtrats and toun couſell, 
conſiſting of tuo perſons, which leit being putt to the vote, one of them is elected procurator-fiſcall of 
court for the year enſuing; and the magiſtrats and toun counſell recommends to the provoſt to tranſmitt 
an extract hereof under the clerk's hands, to the clerk to the convention of royal burrows, to the effect 


ſpecified u the faid ad of the burrows. Extiated by me, fic ſulſcribitur, JA. MBRYDE. 
Add of the Royal Burrows, ratifying ſome regulations, alterations, and amendments, in the 
. ſett of the Burgh of Glaſgow. : 


In the General Convention of the Royal Burrows of Scotland, holden at the Burgh of Edinburgh, upon 
the faſth day of July one thouſand ſeven hundred and fourty-cight years, by commiſſioners therein 
. conveened. | | 


The which.day, John Murdoch, Eſq; commiſſioner for Glaſgow, preſented a petition to the convention, 
in name of the magiſtrates and town council of Glaſgow, ſhewing, that they had agreed in certain 
Iztions for altering and amending the ſett of the ſaid burgh, which had been communicated to the mer- 
chants and trades-houſes there, àn extract of which was putt into the clerk's hands with the ſaid petitian ; 
and therefore craving the convention would conſider the ſaids regulations, and interpoſe their ſanction 
thereto, and appoint them to be recorded agreeable to the rules and practice of the convention. Which 
being conſidered by the convention, they remitted the ſame to the burghs of Edinburgh, Perth, Dundee, 
Aberdeen, Stirling, Montroſe, and Dumfries, to conſider the ſaids regulations, and they to report againſt 
the next ſederunt ; and, accordingly, the c&:nmittee above named appointed to conſider the alterations and 
amendments, propoſed by the town of Glaſgow to be made upon their ſett and conſtitution ; reported, 
that they having maturely conſidered the regulations contained in an extracted act of the town council of 
Glaſgow, dated the fifteenth day of April laſt, containing ſome variations of the ſett of their town and 
conſtitution, were of opinion,' that the ſame were agreeable to law, and conducive to the intereſt of that 
burgh, and therefore recommended to the convention to interpoſe their authority for making the ſame ef- 
fectual, and to appoint the clerks to record the ſaids regulations in the books of the — convention, 
and declare them a part of the ſett and conſtitution of the city of Glaſgow in time coming. Which being 
conſidered by the convention, they approved and hereby approve of the committee's report, and appoint 
the ſaid regulations to be recorded in the book kept for recording the ſetts of the royal burrows ; as alſo 
in the books of the general convention, immediately after the rin of this convention; and declared, and 
hereby declare the Ame to be a part of the ſett and conſtitution of the town of Glaſgow, and they to pro- 
ceed accordingly in time coming. Which regulations and alterations, are accordingly recorded both in 
the book keept for recording the ſetts of the royal burrows, and in the books of the general convention ; 
and of which the tenor follows: At Glaſgow, the fifteenth day of April one thouſand ſeven hundred and 
fourty-eight years ; the which day, the magiſtrates and town council conveened, the committee nominate 
by a former act, dated the eight of April inſtant, for conlidering what alterations and amendments ma 
be proper to be made in the ſett of the town; reported, that the conſtitution of the town council of Glaſ- 
gor, has been long complained of as having a tendency to continue the government of the city in a par- 

9 + . ticular 


remitted, to take effect at Michaelmaſs 1748, and to be - 
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* d be of the ordinary council, without election, the year after their having been in, or ex · 
theit reſpective offices. | | | | 
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That the two ſenior merchant and two ſenior trades counſellors, not being in the magiſtracy,, (except- . 
ing always the laſt year's provoſt and baillies, together with the laſt elected dean of $16 and conveener,) . 
ſhall neceſſarily be diſqualified annaally from being in the council for the ſpace of three years all 3 
and that the like number of the ſame rank be choſen or filled up in their places at the time, and in the 
manner to be condeſcended on in the immediately ſubſequent article ; but, in regard hitherto. the number 
of new members brought yearly into the council, bas not been or uniform, and that three, or more 
of the preſent members of one rank, may decline accepting the office of councilor, for compelling ef whom. . 
there is at preſent, no proviſion ; and that hereafter, fome of the ſenior , councillors foxeſaid, by being in. 
the office of magiltracy, or having been magiſtrates, dean of gild, or deacon conveener, the pr T 
year, may be neceſſary or conſtituent members of the copncil, whereby it ſhall happen, that there may be 
only one merchant or trades councilor, excluſive of the neceſſary members above ſaid, older elected than. 
All the reſt of his rank, and that after his being diſqualified, there may be two or more of that rank who: 
| have been equally Jong in council; or it may happen, that three or more councillors. of. the {ame ank. 
| have been brought in at one ele con. It is provided, that ſo oft as any of theſe caſes, or cafes of the like - 
nature, ſhall 'occurr, when only part of the councillors elected at one time need to be dropt, in order to 

make up the number of tuo of each rank, neceſfary to be diſqualified as above, it ſhall be in the power 
of the twelve electors, hereafter mentioned, to determine by. pluralit of voices, which of theſe tro, or. 
more conncilors elected at one time, are to fall off from the council for that year, two of each or pre. 

that 
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neceſſarily to be diſqualified yearly, whoſe places are to be filled up in the manner to be hereafter preſcae... 
bed, and ſuch of the ſenior councilors as are not diſqualified, or continued on the abeve account, far that , 
Years ſhall be the firſt who are to fall off, and 'neceffarity go out of the council the election immediately. . 


ſubſequent, at leaſt ſo ſoon as they ceaſe to be neceſſary councilors, in conſequence. of. the regulation fore- 
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That upon the firſt Fryday after he election of magiſtrates in October tober 1748, and yearly thereaſter on that 
day, the three ſetts of magiſtrates, who, by the original conſlitution of the burgh, have the peer to 
chooſe thoſe who are to bear office as councilors, eonveen within the town- hall at four in the afternoon, 
the dean of gild and deacon conveener being warned perſonally, or at their dwelling - houſes, to be preſent 
with them; and, after filling up the places of fuch of the electors as are dead, abſent, or who have been 
two years in one office, ar born two offices, to make the full. number of twelve z the dean of gild and con- 
vetner, if at the meeting foreſaid, being always to be dectors in room of ſuch of their reſpective ranks: -' 
whoſe places are to be filled up as above, and after having a b& laid before them by the town clerk, f 
the members of laſt year's council, diſtinguiſhing. each year when they were laſt brought into council, theſe 
twelve eleclors are to fill up and chooſe — merchants, and twelve tradeſmen, who, with the provoſt 
and three baillies, are to make the ordinary council of twenty · nine for the year ſubſequent, in the manner” © 
following, viz, the thirteen merchant councillors are to be compoſed of the laſt year's provoſt, (when not 
re-choſen) the two merchant baillies for the preceeding, year, the laſt elected dean of gild, who, in caſe h. 
hal been an extraordinary member of council in the former year, is to ſopply and fill up the room of on, 
of the new merchant councilors, and that whether he bas been newly elected into the office of magiſtraey 
or hot, and of another new councilor of the merchant rank to be choſen by plurality of voices as above, 
OT IE e eee are to come in place of the two 8 
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D e e CMA pod fell of from the councl, by the ſecond regulation before ſert. . 
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down. Bu the laſt elected dean of gild has been of the ordinary council of twenty - nine the pre- 
ceeding year, the ſaid twelve electors are, by plurality of voices, to name and chooſe two new merchant _ 
councilors, in place of the two ſenior members of that rank to be diſqualified, as above expreſſt; and ſo 
many of the junior or lateſt elected merchant councillors for the preceeding year, not being at the time 
in the office of magiſtracy, or having been magiſtrates or dean of gild the immediately preceeding year, 
as with the neceſſary and new elected councilors above ſaid, ſhall make up the number of thirteen, exclu- 
ſive of the provoſt and two merchant baillies, are to continue and remain members of the council for.the 
merchant rank the year enſucing ; and, as to the twelve trades councilors, they are to conſiſt of the per- 
ſons following, viz. the immediately preceeding year's baillie of that rank, the laſt elected conveener, who, 
in caſe he has been an extraordinary member of council in the former year, is to ſupply and fill up the 
room of one of the new trades councilors, and that whether he has been newly elected into the office of 
magiſtracy or not, and of another new councilor of the trades rank, to be choſen by plurality. of voices as 
above, who, with the ſaid conveener in the event ſoreſaid, are to come in place of the two ſenior trades + 
councilors, neceſſary to be diſqualified hy the ſecond regulation above written; but, in caſe the laſt elected 
conveener has been of the ordinary council of twenty nine the preceeding year, the ſaids twelve electors 
are, by plurality of votes, to name and chooſe two new trades councilors, to ſupply the place of the two 
ſenior members of that rank, to be diſqualified as above expreſſed ; and ſo many of the junior, or lateſt * 
elected trades councilors, for the preceeding year, not being at the time a baillie, or having been baillie- 
or conveener the immediately preceeding year, as with the neceſſary and new elected councilors above ſaid, 
and ſhall make up the number. of twelve, excluſive of the trades baillie at the time, are to continue and re- 
main members of the council for the craftſmen rank the year enſuing 3 declaring always, that the ſaid 
twelve electors, ſhall further have liberty, and are hereby appointed, to fill up the places of ſuch of the 
receeding year's council whg.have died in that time, or refuſed to accept their offices, and whoſe ſeats ” 
ve not been filled up by the council in terms of the original ſett, and that over and above the four new ' 
councilors to be annually elected and filled up as before ſpecified. And that there is to be no further 
change in the council any one year, than by ar. up or chooſing two new merchant and two new trades 
councilors, in place of theſe to be. diſqualified as atoreſaid, or ſupplying the room of ſuch as are dead, or 
have refuſed to accept in the preceeding year; in caſe the ſeats of the latter have not been filled up by the 
council as before mentioned ; declaring always, that in regard a good number of the merchant counſellors 
elected in October laſt 1947, have not accepted of their offices, for which, as before noticed, there is at 
preſent no compullitor ; it ſhall be permitted, that in October 1748, at filling up the enſuing year's coun- 
eil, in caſe two or more of the perſons choſen counſelors for this current year, ſhall continue to decline 
acceptance, the twelve electors before named may only fill up, or nominate new councilors in place of thoſe - 
who have. not accepted the preceeding year, without being obliged to diſqualify at that election only, the 
two ſenior. accepting councilors of that rank, in terms of the ſecond regulation aforeſaid. ng 


Regulation IV. 


That the baillie for the village of Gorbals is to be choſen out of a lyte of the merchant rank and trades 
rank, per vices, with liberty to the council to nominate them out of their number or not, and to conjoin + 
another baillie for the village and barony as they ſhall judge expedient. ak , 


Regulation V. 


That every perſon hereaſter elected, or continued a councilor, ſhafl be obliged to accept of his office on 
the day whereon the-dean of gild and conveener are choſen, if not confined with ückneſs, or net&effarily 
abſeat, or at fartheſt,” in three months after his election; and that any perſon choſen, or continued to be 
a councilor, refuſing or negleQing to accept, as ſaid is, thall, by the magiſtrates and council, at their firſt - 
meeting after the firſt day of January yearly, befined and amerciated in the ſum of twenty pounds ſterling, 
payable to the collectors of the merchant and trades houſes reſpectivẽ for the behoot of their poor, accord- 
ing to the rank which the refuſing or negleding councilor ſhall be of, and the ſaid reſpective collectors are 
to be obliged, between and the Whitſunday enſuing, to produce a certificate under the hands of the dean 
of gild or conveener reſpotivgly; of their having accounted for the ſaid ſeveral fines, or that the ſame are 
placed to their debites with the ſeveral houſes, otherways the ſaid reſpective collectors ſhall be obliged to 
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oY the tame to the town treaſurer for the uſe of the burgh, with one fifth part more ſor their negleck in 
: ying the ſaid fines, without prejudice to the council, in caſe any number of counſellers decline accept- 
ing, and chooſe to pay the above fine, to fill up their places —_— to the original ſett. And decla- 
ring always, that if any perſon ſhall make payment of the above fyne for not accepting to be councilor, he 
ſhall not be again compeliabls to necept of that office. . | | 
That every perſon who ſhall be hereafter elected provoſt, one of the baillies, dean of gild, deacon eons | 
 veener, or treaſurer, ſhall, on his refuſing or declining to accept, or exerce any of the ſaid offices, at the 
firſt meeting of the council after the eleQion of the dean of gild, be fined and amerciated by the magiſtrates 
and town council in the ſom of fourty pounds ſterling, payable to the collectors of the merchants and 
trades houſes reſpeRive for the behoof of the poor, according to the rank which the refuſing or neglecting 
office-bearer ſhall be of, with certification, that, if the ſaid refpe&ive collectors do not produce, within 
three months after an extract of the ſentence for the ſaid fines ſhall be put into their hands; a certificate 
from the dean of gild or conveener reſpective, of their having accounted for the ſaid ſeveral fines, the faid 
reſpeRive collectors ſhalt be obliged to pay the ſame, with one fifth part more for their neglect in le 
thereof, to the town treaſurer ſor the uſe of the burgh. And this article, with the imm ately preceed- 
ing one, to be read annually in the merchants and trades houſes at their firſt meeting, after electing the 
dean of gild and conveener. | Fr 


| That; in caſe of the deceaſe of the provoſt, any one of the baillies, or treaſurer, during the time of 
their being in office, the magiſtrate to whom belongs the right of preſiding in, and 1 coun- 
cil, who is declared to be the firſt magiſtrate in the place at the time, ſhall call a council wi fourty- 
eight hours atter ſuch death, and there intimate the inconveniency and necefiity of ſupplying the vaccant 
office, and at that dyett another council ſhall be appointed, not under four, or above eight days diſtance 
from the former, for electing an office · bearer in place of the magiſtrate or treaſurer deceaſed; and ſhall 
appoint the whele members of council to be warned for that effect; at which ſecond meeting, lytes ſhall 
be made up, as is preſently practiſed at electing theſe office-bearers, (excluding the magiſtrates at the 
time, or any other debarred from being elected into any of theſe offices reſpective by the original ſett,) out 
of which lytes the office vacant as aforeſaid is to be ſupplied, and the perſon newly elected to have the 
ſame powers and priviledges with his immediate predeceſſor, in whoſe place he ſhall be choſen. And, in 
caſe of the death of a dean of guild or conveener, during their being in theſe offices, the immediately pre- 
ceeding dean of gild and conveener in life, within fourty-eight hours after ſuch deceaſe, are to conveen 
their reſpeclive houſes, who are to appoint a new meeting of their ſeveral members, to be conveen'd and 
properly warned, not under four, or above eight days diſtance from the former dyet, whereof the pro- 
voſt, or preſiding magiſtrate, is to be acquainted, at which laſt meeting a lyte of three perſons ſhall be e- 
lected by majority of votes, to be preſented by the two houſes reſpective, according to the rank of the per- 
fon deceaſed, in the ſame manner as has been hitherto practiſed at electing the dean af gild or conveener 
the firſt year of their offices ; and, immediately after the houſes have voted the ſaid lytes reſpective, the 
preſiding magiſtrate is to call and conveen the town council and deacons of crafts, in the ſame form and 
method as has been hitherto obſerved on occafions of that nature ; and the perſons who, by law or prac- 
tice, have right to chooſe a dean of gild, or conveener, ſhall, by plurality of voices, (the provoſt, or pre- 
ſes, having the firſt, as alſo a caſting vote,) ele& that office-bearer out of the leets foreſaid, according as 
the office happen to be vaccant by death, as ſaid is; and the perſon ſo to be elected ſhall have the 
ſame powers and priviledges which his immediate predeceſſor had, when in life. - Declaring alſo, That, 
in cafe of any perſon's not accepting of any of the faid offices, within a month after their ſaid election, the 
council are 7 ny and make choice- of another office-bearer in their place, obſerving the forms and 
regulations before ſet down, in the event of their deceaſe. 1 2; 


That the original ſett and conſtitution of the burgh, ſo far as not altered, amended, or repealed by the 
preſent regulations, ſhall continue and remain in full force, tjll a proper and legal alteration be made 
therein. And that this preſent plattform, and rules therein fet down, ſhalſ be obſerved inviolably, till al- 
tered by the city council, with conſent of the merchants andetrades houſes, and ſhall be publickly read in 
preſence of the council annually, immediately before they proceed to the election of the magiſtrates ; 
which report above written being read in preſence of, and duly conſidered by the magiſtrates and coun- 
eil, they agreed thereto, and approved, and hereby approve thereof, and ordain the ſame to take effect, 
and be obſerved for the future, according as is above mentioned; and remitt to the magiſtrates to order 
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copies, of che above report to be given in to the dean of gild and deacon conveener, to be laid by them 
betore their reſpective houſes, Extraded upon this, and thg preceeding nine pages, by (ic ſubſcriditer ). 
Jo.\M*Gilchrift depute-clerk, &c.. Extracted, &, | e 
| +; 2-4 p | "Is | . W. . | 
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In the printed abſtract of reports from the boroughs,” publiſhed in 1784, the numbers of the guildry 

Heritors, incorporations, and inhabitants of Glaſgow, are ſaid to be as follows: © Guildry 3420 heritors, 
not burgeſſes, not above 100 incorporations 14, the members whereof 2046 ; inhabitants within the 
royalty, excluſive of the Calton, Anderſton, and Gorbals, 29,876.'—But, in that publication, it is men+ 
tioned, that the reſolutions from Glaſgow had been miſlaid, ſo that the report could not be made com- 
plete. From the very ſtating of theſe numbers, it is evident there mult be a moſt egregipus error in this 
imperfe report; for, according to the known rules of political arithmetic, if there are 29,876 inhabi · 
tants in the-town, the number of males of age ſhould be 7469 ; and yet the numbers of the guildry, he- 
ritors, and incorporations, are ſtated at 5566, which would leave only 1903 in the ſtation of working 
mannfaQurers, labourers, and ſervants. On inquiry at the gentlemen of Glaſgow, it appears there can- 
not be above 2000' burgeſſes in all, although it is impoſſible to aſcertain the numbers with preciſion, as, 
for the conveniency of trade, and other purpoſes, it is found neceſſary, and has been the practice ſor al- 
moſt. the whole guildry to enter with ſome incorporation, and often with four, five, or fix incorporations ; 
and in the ſame manner almoſt every tradeſman is entered with different incorporations, and alſo with the 


guildry. The petition from Glaſgow is ſigned by almoſt every man of any conſideration in the town, but 


it contains only about 1400 ſubſcriptions. 


SETT of the BURGH of ABERDEEN. apc. 

THE town counſell of Aberdeen is choſen yearly out of the whole citizens and b es of the city. 
The roll of the whole brethren of gild being read at every election of the counſell, which holds upon the 
Wedneſday before Michaetmaſs day, there being a large catalogue drawn up of all the brethren of gild a- 
mongſt them, every perſone, (whom any of the old eounſell deſires to be liſted among theſe out of whom 
the new counſel! is to be choſen,) is preſently ſett down in that new liſt ; and, when the liſt is completed, 
by reading over the whole brethren-of gild of the town, there is ane indefinite number ſett down, upon 
two or three fheet of paper, with lines drawn after every one of their names, and this is given to the pre 
ſent provoſt, baillies, and the whole old council, that every one may make choice of thirteen brethren of 
gild, to be named for the new counſel for the year to come; and molt votes, or marks, make up the yvumber. 

Next, they of the old' counſelt chooſe out of their own number four, who are called the old four, which 
being added to the former thirteen, make up the number of feventeen brethren of gild. And, laſtly, ha- 
ving got the roll of all the preſent deacons of trades, there are tuo of theſe deacons choſen, which makes 
up the compleat number of nineteen for the counſel! the year enſuing. | | 

The new choſen counſellors being all ſent for, and come in the afternoon, the whole old and new coun- 
ſell, with the fix deacons of trades, and the four deacons of the old and new counſell, which makes up ten 
deacons of trades, and thirty brethren of gild, making up in all the number of fourty votes, the) - 
gether chooſe, firſt the provoſt, then four baillies, a dean of gild, a treaſurer, a maſter of the kirk-work, 
and bridge-work, a maſter of the mortified moneys, a maſter of the gild hoſpital, a maſter of the ſhoar, * 
called maſter of the impoſt, and ſix fingle counſellors, who bear no office, but ſitt and vote in all affairs 


4 


that come before the counſell, with the two 'deacons of trades. If, in this election, there fall to be one 


having equal votes, the provoſt, in this caſe, hath the caſting vote. | | 
This is the true way of election of the town counſel of Aberdeen yearly. In teſtimony whereof; thir 


. preſents are ſubſcribed by Mr Alexander Thomſon common clerk of the ſaid burgh, at Aberdeen, the 2 iſt 


= 


day of June 1710 years. Sic fubſcribitur, Al. Thomſon. Extracted, &c. 18 5 
| 3 JOHN DUN DAs. 
10 N 0 T E. * 
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Gunmen, about 240. | | | , 3 : 
HezzTors, not guild brethren, or of any incorporation, and rated in the ceſs-books of the borough at 
L. 60 Scots, and upwards, are about 166. _ $ 0 ö 
INCORPORATIONS, ſęven. Sir are eſtabliſhed by royal charters ; and one, the butchers, by à ſeal of 
cauſe from the town council; of this incorporation none is eligible to the council. Members connected 
with all the incorporations are about 350. - | 
IxHABITANTS, computed to be at leaſt 20, oo. 
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8% of the Burgh of Perth anent their Annual Fladen. 


THE counſell of the ſaid burgh conſiſts of twentie · ſix in number; whereof fourteen are 
and twelve are tradeſmen, who, conforme to their ancient cuſtome, doe, upon the firſt Monday after 
| Michatlmaſs yearly, at ten of the clock in the forenoon, conveen within their eounſell - houſe, and, after 
prayer to Almighty God for his afliſtance and direction in that matter, they proceed to their election of 
| their magiſtrats, and the counſell for the enſueing year, in manner following. | 
Firſt, If any of the members of the merchant counſell for the preceeding year be abſent, by reaſon of 
death, ſickneſs, or any other neceſſary and urgent affairs; in that caſe, the merchant counſell, 


_ tinue to be counſellers for the enſuing year. Adbeit, not of new elected to continue in the office of ma- 

Fiſtracie, &c. for a ſecond year. 1 8 | "Is = 

P 1 Thirdly, The counſel, by plurality of votes of both gildrie and trades, out of the leits given in to them 
. by the trades, doe elect the counſellers for the trades for the enſuing year. Thereafter the new elected 
counſellers are called for, and, before they be allowed to take their chair, and fitt down, they are quali- 

_ fied by taking the oaths preſcribed by law, the oaths of fidelity, ſecrecie, and that they ſhall net vote to 
the continuing of the provoſt, baillies, and dean of gild. in office longer time than two years to- gether. 
., Fourthby, counſel being thus fully conſtituted, he that was provoſt for the preceeding year, if he 
Has been only provoſt for one year, gives out ane fitt-perſone on leit with himſelf, and, if he hath been 
two years provoſt 7 and ſo not capable to be elected himſelf, gives out two on leit, and, if the 
counſell be not ſatisfied with the leit, they, by a plurality of votes, another fitt perſon to the provoſt's 

leit; and, out of that leit, the counſell, by plurality of votes, elect one to be provoſt, ſheriff, and crown- 
er of the burgh for the enſuing year, who, before he takes his chair, is qualified, conform to law: '- - 

Fiſtoh, He that was dean of. gild the n gives out on leit theſe that were the three mer - 
chant baillies for the laſt year, out ob. which leit che counſell electe their dean ot · gild for the enſueing 


Sixthly, The firſt baillie for the preceeding year, if he hath been in office but one year, gives our one 
itt perſone with himſelflon leit; and, if he hath been two years in office, and ſo not elective himſelf, 
gives out tuo fitt perſons on the leit to be elected firſt baillie for the enſuing year; and, if the be 
not pleaſed with the leit, they add another fits. perſon to the leit, out of which leit they elect their firſt 
daillie, and, after the ſame forme and manner, the ſecond and third merchant baillies are leited and e- 
leted, and immediately after election qualified, conform to law. | 7 f 
Seventhly, The trades have the trades baillie er | vices, (except the wrights, taillors, fleſbers, and ſhoe- 
makers, who, in this burgh, are called the four ſmall trades; and have but a baillie among them four, 
each four years., The hammermen having the firſt, the bakers the ſecond, the glovers the third, and the 
ſaid four ſmall trades the fourth); and that trade who falls to have the trades baillie the enſuing year, 
meets in the morning before. the election, and makes choice. of two fitt-perſons of their trade, tobe: given 
in by them on the leit to the town counſell ; and the counſell elects one of them two to be trades baillies - 
＋ mpg year: . Nota, That the weavers and walkers are debarred from being members of the counſell + 

Perth. 


Eightly, The treaſurer is a merchant the one year, and trade · man the other; and that year that he is « 

2. merehant, the new elected provoſt gives out twa fitt gerſans on leit to be treaſurer, and, if the eounſell 

be not pleaſed with the leit, th y add another, and then, by plurality of votes, eledt one of the three 

 txeaſurer for the enſuing year: And that year that the trades have the treaſuter, who have him aſd. per - 
vices, as they have the trades baillie, that. trade, whoſe towre it is to. have him, gives in two fitt perſons 

ol their trade to the town counſell on leit; out of which the-counſell.elety one to be treaſurer forthe en- 
ſuing year, who being called for, (if he was not a member of the counſell before) gives his oath» of fide- 

ty, and takes the other vaths preſcribed by, law. „n n u r ed 

2 Ninethly, On the Wedneſday aſter Webac, the | eral trades meet at their, reſpective meeting houſes, | 

nd. cefts their deacous for the enſuing year ; * Thurſday, the trades. baillie, trades. counſellors, . 


and. 
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Gvitver uncertain as to numbers, but are computed by the trades at about 300 reſiding and doing 
| Haarronz, reſident and not burgeſſes or members of incorporations, 4 


about 30. 3 f * 

_ _* InconronariIONs 8, including the weavers, who have no ſeat in council by the preſent ſatt, and 
members of the whole incorporations 469. er e e ne. 
IauAsrraurs, about 14,000, and are daily encreaſing. N | 3 
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of two to be on the leit for the provoſt's office ; then they proceed to 
lies office, and nominate ſixteen who have carried the charge of counſellors, 


Ce! 


falſeribitur, A. Wederburn clerk. Extraded, Ke. 
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_, Gour.vay about 300. 
 HenmTors, who are not about 50. 
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Re ſes Minh: ih Sen of the Burgh of Inverngf. | * 
AT Inverneſs, the 2 ith day of September, 1676, the decreet underwritten, conforme to the ordi- 
nance therein contained, is infert and iſtrat in the burrow court books of Inverneſs, whereof the tenor 
8 es. eee. che aQ of the ; 
4 at Edi upon the th 7. 1676 years laſt bypaſt, 
of burrows, mentioning, That where the convention being truly informed of the great debat 
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arties intereſted 
eration, 


in the ſaide debates, that the preſent convention would take the fame to 
take ſuch effectual courſe therein ac may prevent ſuch dangers and in- 

to the faid burgh, if not timeoufly compoſed. And' the convention, 

their cheiff care, as it is the principal e of their inſtitution, that 

yi burre s fhould Rve together in-amityy peace, and ane good 3 4 

mongſt themſtives ; and, when any divifion ariſes amongſt any of the royal burrows, it is their 

ppoint ſome 1 and determine their differences : Therefore, and for the 


Lend —— 

, pro 
Mr james Rochead, generell clerk to the ſaid burrows, her with James Roſs, of Nairn, dr. 
Robert Dunbar, provoſt of ' Forres, Ronald Bayne, late baillie of Dinguall, and Alexander Grahame, 
provoſt of Fortroſe, or any ſeven of them to meer at Inverneſs the 1: day of Auguſt nert to come, with 
continuation of days, and ts eall before them all perſons within the Faid burgh, whether magiſt rats, coun- 
cillors, or other inhabitants,” and to hear what ench partie has to alledge” e for or againſt the forme 
and modell of the preſent caftome- of their burgh in the ele&ion of their magiſtrats and councill ; and, 
after hearing of the famen, to determine, fettle, and compoſe all their differences, in order to their "fu-+ 


ture elections, as far as poſſible ean be; to the — of all parties concerned, with full power 


to them, if neid beis, to eſtabliſh and ſett ane plate forme and 
be moſt agreeable to the laws of the kingdome, example of the 


ment of the ſaid which ſhall 


termine without partiality, and in fin of heart, having nothi 
folid intereſt of the common well of the faid bu And, in 
pains for the and peace of chat burgh, and that the for 
trouble and ces 2s to go to the aid — bo 
the convention requires obteſts the haill forefaid s, who are any ways concerned in 
bates'and diviſions, oy; 1 4 partiality, animoſities, humour, and their on private in 
i due deference, and ſubmiſſton, to what ſhall be appointed and 
mined by our faids commiſſioners in the premiſſes, as if the famen had been enacted and ordai 


id burgh before their election, according to their precceding euſtome, 8 that the 
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general clerk of the the faid burrows, at more 
cee 


2 


Brown, provoſt 
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orderly procedure in the matter under written, have made and chofen Sir Patrick 
Perth, as preſes in the faid meeting, and the faids commiſfioners have nominated 
Alexander Edward writer in Edi h, as their clerk, to ſerve them in their meeting 
have called and conveened before them the ids preſent magiſtrats, gildrie, and tradeſmen 
l _ my - RE EINE EIT — berwixt the preſent ma 
and havin grievances and obj 
and iſed therewith the — 
ordi act of burrows, of | above written, 
Peace and tranquillity of the faid burgh of Inyerneſs, and for the ainigable (ettling-of alt differences 
tin the prefenc magiftrats, and gildry, and tradefmen, in al time coming. and for the avoiding: 
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in James Benner, commiſſioner for Inverkeithing, Archibald Wilſon, baillie of Queensferry, and 
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drife, debate, or any ground of contention, in all time hereaſter ; and conforme to that point of the ſaid 
« a® empowering them to ſettle and compoſe all their differences, in order to their future selection ag far as 
poſſible can be, and to eſtabliſh ane ſett and plateforme of government of the ſaid burgh moſt agree - 
. able to the laws of the kingdom, example of the beſt governed burrows of the nation, and particular 
ſtitution of the ſaid burgb, have decerned and ordained, and hereby decerns and ordains, that, 


at the next election of the magiſtrates and council. of the burgh af. Inverneſa, and early at: their 
clections in all time coming, there ſhall be ſtrictiy keeped and obſerved, without the leaſt change 
or alteratione, theſe rules and ordinances following, to wit, prime, That the number of the town 
council of Inverneſs, ſhall conſiſt of twenty-one councillors, and nog more, whereof the then preſent 
to be ane part of the number, and which is conforme to the ſett made be the town council of In- 
verneſs in ann 1748 years; and, in reſpect the 28 complaint of chis place has been continuing the 
council theſe many years bygone; therefore, for rectifying of the ſamen, the ſaid commiſſioners has 
ordained, for this next enſuing year only, that this preſent epa ſhall ele, and chooſe eir counſcllers 
for the next enſuing year, the perſons ollowing, 'viz. John Polſon, John Barboure, John uarte, Wil- 
liam Thomſon, William Paterſon, Donald Mi aan, John Cuthbert, and Alexander Clunes, who, are to 
come in place of eight of the preſent counſell, to be putt off and diſcharged be the preſent magiſtrats and 
. councill, And, —— the eight old counſellers are putt out, and the new . putt in the counſell, to 
make choiſe of the preſent provoſt, bailkes, dean of gild, and, treaſurer, in caſe of their not accept 
ance, with power to them to make, chooſe, and leit, other magiſtrats, to continue for the next enſuing 
year. And ordains, that in all time coming, that the modell, ſett, and platforme, ſhall be as follows, 
- to-witt, primo, That they ſhall change five new councillors every year, and the five old councillors being 
removed, the council ſhall, out of their own number, every year make a choice of their magiſtrats. Se- 
cundo, The provoſts of Inverneſs hereafter to be choſen to continue at the moſt-in the office of provoltrie, 
but the ſpace of three years together, and, if he ſhall continue the whole three years but _ interruption, 
de ſhall not be capable to be upon the leet of the provoſtrie for the fourth year; and this is but prejudice 
to the magiſtrats and councill to chooſe him yearly-as they think fit ; likeas, it is declared to be but pre- 
judice to him to be choſen the fifth year, or at any time thereafter; and it is hereby declared, that the 
- provoſt of the burgh ſhall have two votes in council, which makes in the whale twenty+tuo.., Tertia, The 
_  faids commiſſioners have decerned and ordained, that the baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, ſhall at 
- moſt continue but tuo years in their office together, and if they ſhall continue ſo long without intermiſſion 
in the faids offices, then, in the third year, they ſhall not be capable to be leited and choſen to officiate. in 
. theſe offices the third year thereafter. And it is hereby provided, that the magiſtrats and council has 
power to elect and chooſe them yearly as they think fit, but prejudice alſo to them to be choſen. the third 
year, or any. other time thereafter. And, for the more clearing the former ſett, it is hereby declared, 
that the provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, ſhall continue councillors the next year, after their 
bearing charges and offices of magiſtracie ex aſſicis; and they have ordained, that the perſons to be choſen 
; pi. 5 or magiſtrates in time coming, with this burgh, ſhall be actual reſidenters within the ſamen 
and liberties thereof, and atual. traffecting merchants, or maltmen allenarly. And for the more firme 
- ſettling of the peace of this burgh, the ſaids commiſſioners have decerned and ordained, for the encqurage- 
ment of trades and tradeſmen within this burgh, that the ſeveral trades following, e that each one 
- of the incorporations underwritten conſiſt of ſeven freemen burgeſſes, viz. hammermen, wrights, 
- ſhoemakers,. taillors, ſkinners,. and weavers, ſhall be incorporat within themſelyes, with power to them 
for their further-encouragement, Fi, That they ſhall yearly, give; in one leit of three of their number, 
to the magiſtrats.and council, who ſhall chooſe one of the three to be vititors or overſeers of each one of 
their reſpective trades for the next enſuing year. Secondly, That one of the ſaids viſitors or oyerſeers, being 
informed that any extraneous perſons does encroach upon the priviledges of any of the reſpeQive,trades, 
by working within the freedom of this place, then, and. in that caſe, they are to apply themſelves. to the 
— of the place, who are hereby obliged to ſyne the perſons delinquents as they, ſhall. think fit. 
- and to diſcharge the ſaids perſons from / encroaching upon the priv iledges of the reſpe dive eraſts, and to 
cauſe them enact themſelves under a. penalty to do ſo no more in time coming. Thira, That the ap- 
prentices oſ any of the foreſaids trades being lawtully admitted e whols,namgy are holden to be 
booked in the council books, and who ſerve their apprenticeſhips faithfully, and have. diſcharges of their 
indentures, ſhall be balden and accepted of as burgeſſes of this burgh, they paying, their ordinary. dues, 
and are to be reccived.asfreemen, withig their reſpeQive. trades. And it js hereby,.diclared and decerned, . 
that. it ſhall not be leiſome to any; maſter. of the foreſaids trades, to. take in ane apprentice. but pne. in three 
vers time, except upon.the death. of, 'or.running away;of avgther apprentice... Fourth ba 
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of the foreſaids tradeſmen ſhall tranſgreſs in their ſaid calling, then, and in theſe caſes, it ſhall be lei- 
fone and lawful to the overſeers, or in making any inſufficient work, or in keeping up of any perſon's 
work too long, or ſhall any otherwiſe tranſgreſs in their ſaid calling, then, and in that caſe, it ſhall be 
leiſum and lawful to the overſeers or viſitors of any of the reſpective trades, with the major part of any 
of their reſpeQive trades, after tryal made of the foreſaid faults, to fine the delinquents, the fine not ex- 
ceeding ten ſhillings Scotts, and which fines are yearly to be compted for to the magiſtrats and councill 
of the burgh, by the viſitors and overſeers, that they may ſee the ſame applied to the maintainance of the 
poor, or other pious uſes of the reſpeQive incorporations from whom the fines are taken. Fifthly, That 
any freeman within the reſpective trades, or any of their children or apprentices, after expiring of their 
apprenticeſhips, actually quitting their trades, and take tbemſclves to merchandizing, then they ſhall be 
admitted freemen of the gildrie, they paying the ordinary dues of the gild-brethren, and ſhall be capable 
of being elected their counſellers or magiſtrats of this burg; and in reſpect that the ſtents and im- 
poſitions, and way of impoling the ſamen, has been ane of the great grievances of this place, therefore, 
the ſaids commiſſioners has ordained, and ordains, that it ſhall not be lawful to the magiſtrats or council, 
to ſtent or impoſe taxations upon the inhabitants of this place, without their own conſent, or at leaſt 
the moſt part thereof; (except the ſtents impoſed by public authority) and, in caſe there be a neceſſity for 
impoſing any ſtents upon the inhabitants of this burgh, then, and in that caſe, the magiſtrates ſhall give 
notice to the inhabitants, what is the cauſe of the ſamen by tack of drum, and of the time, place, and 
manner, how the ſame is to be impoſed ; and, for the more regular and equal way for impoſing the ſamen, 
they ordain, that the — * and council of this burgh ſhall nominate and ele& fifteen perſons of belt 
fame and repute within this place to be ſtentmaſters, who ſhall be holden to give their oaths in preſence 
of the councill ds fideli, whereof eleven of the fifteen ſhall be a quorum, who ſhall meet in the tolbooth of 
this place, and no perſons ſhall be ſuffered to be with them, but one of the magiſtrats; and, after the 
ſame is impoſed and collected, the magiſtrats and council of this place ſhall be obliged to make it appear, 
that the ſtent is beſtowed and expended to the ends for which it was impoſed. And, becauſe, it is in» 
formed to the ſaids commiſſioners, that the town is in debt in the ſum eight thouſand merks or thereby, 
and that there is no other way for paying the ſamen, but by impoſing ſtents upon the inhabitants of the 
place ; they do ſeriouſly recommend to the inhabitants of the faid burgh to concurr with the magiſtrates 
thereof, for __ the neighbours, in order to the payment of the ſaid debt of the town, and to levie 
and raiſe the ſaids ſtents, at ſuch times as they may beſt do with their convenience; and that no veltige 
or memory be left of former differences, and for taking away all ds of diſſentions and diviſions in 
the place, the ſaid commiſſioners ordain all actions and purſuits of law betwirt the preſent council, 
ildrie, and trades, to be preſently deſtroyed and cancelled in their preſence. And, in like manner, the 
aid commiſſioners witts and declares, that the above written decreet in all points, ſhall ſtand and continue 
inviolable unchanged in all time coming, certifying the breakers thereof, that the royal burrows will no- 
tice the breakers of the ſamen, and puniſh them accordingly, and tate themſelves as parties againſt them. 
And the ſaids commiſſioners ordains, that thir preſents ſhall ſtand in force in all time coming, for the rule 
and government of the ſaid burgh of lnverneſa, and that extracts ſhall be given forth thereof be the preſes ; 
and tbat the above written decreet is to be inſert and regiſtrat in the town court books of Inverneſs; in 
teſtimony whereof, the principall is ſubſcribed be the Ad Sir Patrick Threepland, praeſes, and the faid 
Mr Alexander Edward, clerk, in name, and at the defire of the remanent commiſſioners above written. 
Extracted by aathority and command be me /ic ſubſeribitur, per Threapland praeſes, Alexander Edward 
2 Regiſtrat per me, /ic ſub/cribitur, James Cuthbert. Extradted be me, ſic ſubſcribitur, Ch. M.Lean, 


Submiſſion the Magiſtrater, Council, and trades of the burgh ne „ commitin ? 
- the Royall Burrows, with the decreet e * pd 


The blank on the other ſide hereof, is to be filled up be the final ſentence and decreet arbitral of John 
Roſs of Braidley, provoſt of Nairn, William Roſs of Eaſterfearn, Kenneth M*Kenzie, junior baillie of 
Elgin, and William Tolmie baillie of Fortroſe, as. a committee of the convertion of royal burrows, ap- 
pointed by their act, of the date the twelth day of July laſt, for the ends therein ſpecified, and ſubmitted 
to, by Simon M*Kenzie and William M. Lean, goldſmiths in Inverneſs, James Porteous taillor there, Ro- 
bert Miller hy (ors there, for themſelves, and be James Waus viſitor of the glover trade of the faid 
burgh, David Monro viſitor of the taylor trade thereof, 1 0 Dick viſitor of the Shoemaker trade there - 


of, 
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of; Matthew Moor viſitor of the ſquare-wright trade thereof, James Petrie and John M Canteer ſmithe 
i there, and Andrew Denſon peutherer there, all of them for themſelves, and in name and behalf of the 
* : reſpective incorporations, of the hammermen, glover, taillor, ſhoemaker, and ſquare-wright, or couper 
| trades, and the other trades-of the ſaid burgh, ſubmitters ; anent the differences ariſen betwixt the magi- 
ſtrats of Inverneſs, and the ſaids trades, conforme to the reſpective informations and repreſentations to 
be given in be the ſaids magiſtrats, and them hinc inde, with the inſtructions and documents thereof, and 
wers to be given in bine inde be both parties, which are declared to be as ſufficient as if here inſert, 
renouncing hereby any advocation, and diſclaiming and paſling from all proceſs of declarator, reduction, 
intented or raiſed be them in the ſaids matters. Likeas, the ſaids members of committee, have accepted 
this preſent ſubmiſſion and deciſion of the premiſſes, in and upon them, and faithfully promiſe to give their 
final ſentence and decreet therein, betwixt and the laſt day of October inſtant, and whatever the ſaid com- 
mittee agreeing tegether in one voice ſhall decide, determine, and for their final ſentence and decreet ar- 
bitral in the premiſſes, give and pronounce betwixt and the day above mentioned, the forenamed perſons 
ſubmitters for themſelves, and in name and behalf foreſaid, bind and oblige them and their ſucceſſors in 
their reſpective incorporations above written, to ſtand to and abide thereat, and perform and fullfil the 
fame on their part, without any furder proceſs, appeal, or plea of law, under the penalty of fix hundred 
pounds Scotts money, by and attour fullfilling of the ſaid decreet, conſenting to the regiſtration hereof 
in the books of Council and Seſſion, or others competent within this kingdom, that letters of horning and 
all other executorials needſul may paſs hereupon in form as effeirs, and conſtitute 
their procurators. In witneſs whereof, the ſaids parties ſubmitters have ſubſcribed thir preſents, and 
blank on the other ſide hereof ; likeas the ſaid committee, in token of their acceptance, have ſubſcribed 
thir preſents, written be Mr Charles M-Lean town clerk of Inverneſs), at Inverneſs, this 13th day of 
October, 1709 years, before theſe witneſſes, Alexander M*Intoſh of Termitt, merchant in Inverneſs, 
| : George M*Gilligen apothecary, burgeſs of the ſaid burgh, William Roſs meſſenger there, and the ſaid 
Mr Charles M*Lean, and James Cachbert junior, merchant there. Sic ſubſcribitur, Simon M- Kenzie, 
Will. M Lean, James Porteous, Matthew Moor, Ja. Waus, And. Denoon, James Dick, Robert Miller, 
accepts William Roſs, accepts Kenneth M*Kenzie junior, accepts John Roſe, accepts William Tolme. 
De mandato dicti Jacobi Petrie, Joannis Macaanteer, et Davidis Monro, ſcribere neſcien. ut aſſeruunt, et 
ut mihi notum eſt calamum tangen. ego Joannes Taylor notarius publicus, cum co-notario ſubſcribenti 
ſubſcribo. Jo. Taylor, N- P. De mandatis quibus ſupra ut mihi notum eſt ſcribere neſcien. ut aſſeruere 
calamum tangen. ego Magiſter Carolus M. Lean co- notarius publicus requiſitus ſubſeribo. Ch. ML | 
N. P. George M*Vulligen, witneſs, William Roſs, witneſs, James Cuthbert, witneſs, Alex. Mac Intoſh, 
witneſs. 
The committee of the royal burrows within deſigned, to whoſe deciſion the magiſtrates and councilors 
. of the burgh of Inverneſs, by a judicial act, and the trades of the ſaid burgh, by the within ſubmiſſion, 
have ſubmitted the determination of the differences within written, having conſidered the repreſentations, 
informations, and petitions given in hin: inde, with the anfwers thereto, and the documents and verifica- 
tions thereof, the ſaid committee for ſettling the peace of this burgh, and removing all grounds of diffe- 
rence and debate that has ariſen upon the act of ſett, give their final ſentence and decreet-arbitral, as fol - 
lows, viz. Primo, The committee finds, That any burgeſs acting in the double capacity of tradeſman 
and gild brother at the ſame time, is contrar to the ft article of the act of ſett, and the cuſtom and 
conſtitution of the burrows ; and therefore ordains all burgeſſes acting in both capacities tb betake them- 
ſelves to the one or other allenerly in all time coming, and that they appear before the town council, 
when required, and make their election, which of the freedoms they ſhall continue in, and enat them- 
ſelves accordingly, but prejudice of any tradeſman to have the priviledge of renouncing his trade, and 
being thereon admitted gild brother, and capable of being counſeller and magiſtrate, in the terms of the 
act of ſett. And declares, That the priviledge of meeting is only competent to burgeſſes, gild brethren, 
and that tradeſmen are debarred therefrom by the ſaid act of ſett. Secunda, The ſaid committee finding 
that the hammermen have aſſumed ſeveral crafts as branches of their incorporation, who were not in the 
place the time of the a& of ſett, and that the number of each craft ſo aſſumed is not now ſufficient to [+ 
ſerve the burgh x therefore the committee ordains, That the crafts after named ſhall be allowed, at leaſt, 1 
in all time coming, the number of perſons following, viz. the blackſmiths ſeven, the ſilverſmiths two, cop- 


TP perſmiths three, peutherers three, armourers three, ſadlers three, gunſmiths three, braſſiers two, white : 
iron men two. And, when any of the ſaids crafts falls to be fewer, then the incorporation of hammer. ]. ww 
men ſhall be obliged to admitt any man compleat in his craft, who ſhall offer himſelf, to make up the ſaid 1 
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ber, upon payment of the ordinary dues to the for his admifion as burges, and of a ſum not 
—.— eight pounds Scots to the trade for his freedqm. Tertio, The committee finds, That the viſitor 
of any trade cannot poind, or away take the work, or work looms, of an extraneous perſon, or unfree- 
man, at his own hand ; but muſt apply to a magiſtrate, who is obliged to ſtop ſuch perſons from working, 
and to fine them, and to cauſe them enact in the terms of the act ſett. DPuarto, The committee finds, 
That each incorporation of the trades may meet ſeparately by themſelves for regulating the ſufficiency of 
work, and exorbitancy ot prices, receiving of freemen, and doing ſuch other things as tend to the encou- 
ragement of the trade, and may employ any clerk, and officer, for theſe purpoſes. But finds, That they 
are not warranded by the ac of ſett, to have general meetings, or general preſes, or overſeer, nor to le- 
vie money upon any pretext whatſoever, except the ſums accreſſing to them by entrie of prentices, and 
admiſſion of freemen, and the fines mentioned in the fourth article of the act of ſett ; which ſums ſo ac- 
ereſſing are to be applyed for the uſes of the trade, and compted for to the magiltrates yearly in time co- 
ming. Quinto, The committee ordains, That the priviledge granted by the act of ſett to the weavers be 
allowed them, and, when they amount to the number of ſeven burgeſſes, that the magiſtrates do appoint 
them a viſitor, in the terms of the act of ſett, allowing to the magiſtrates, becauſe of the preſent paucity 
of ſufficient workmen of that craft, at any time within two years, to bring into their incorporation ſuch a 
number of the beſt accompliſhed workmen of that craft, as may be ſufficient to ſerve the place. Sexto, 
That the magiſtrates ſhall be obliged to admitt the ſons of ſuch as have been, or ſhall be burgeſſes, reli- 
denters of this burgh, or have ſerved, or ſball ſerve their prenticeſhips with burgeſſes therein, unto the 
freedom of the burgeſs-ſhips, upon their application and payment of the ordinary dues. Septimo, That 
the ſkinners in time coming do not traffique in foreign trade, or other merchant ware, except ſkinns, furrs, 
wool, and ſuch other things as are proper for their own craft and manufactury. Odtavo, The committee 
ordains, That no tradeſman, while continuing ſuch, ſhall be admitted or chofen a member of the council, 
or magiſtrate of this burgh. Vene, Ordains, That, when ay founder, or any ather tradeſman, 
applys to be admitteq; of whoſe craft there is none in the place for the time, the ſaid tradeſmen ſhall be re- 
ceived on ſuch terms as the magiſtrates ſhall ſee reaſonable. Decimo, And, for removing of differences 
and debates, and ſettling peace and unanimity in all time coming, the committee ordains the incorpora- 
tion of hammermen to give in a leit or liſt of three of their number, qualified in terms of this decreet, to 
the magiſtrates and council the firſt council day, of which number the council ſhall chooſe one to be viſi- 
tor of that incorporation for this year; and that the magiſtrates remitt and diſcharge the fines impoſed 
by them on James Porteous, William M*Lean, Simon M*Kenzie, and Walter Denoon, for their illegally 
away taking ſilver ſpcons from George Leith, upon conſigning the ſaids ſpoons in the hands of the magi- 
ſtrates, to be delivered to the true owners ; and appoints the magiſtrates to return their burgeſs-ticketts to- 
the ſaids perſons, and to Robert Miller copperſmith, upon making their election, and enacting themſelves 
in the terms of the firſt article of this decreet. And, for the better encouragement of the ſkinners to ob- 
ſerve this decreet, appoint the magiſtrates freely to remitt and diſcharge the fines impoſed on ſome of 
their number, by decreet, dated the 4th of May 1697 years, and to deliver up to them the bond granted 
relative thereto. And, in caſe any debate ariſe hereafter betwixt the magiſtrates and trades, and their 


conſtitution, act of ſett, or any other article of this decreet, the committee ordains both parties, in the _ 


firſt inſtance, to apply to the convention of burrows, or their commiſſion fitting for the time, under the 
penalty of two thouſand pounds Scots money. And, /afity, the committee humbly requeſts the next ge- 
neral convention of burrows to grant a ratification of this preſent ſentence and decreet, at their next ge- 
neral meeting. - And, for the more ſecurity, the ſaid committee do ordain, That the preſent decreet, 
with the within ſubmiſſion, be regiſtrat in the books of Council and Seſſion, or town court books of Inver- 
neſs, or other books competent, that extracts thereof may be given to the parties concerned, and that 
letters and executorials needful may paſs hereon, in form as effeirs. In witneſs whereof, the faid committee, 
and John Taylor notar publick, their clerk, have ſubſcribed thir preſents, (written be lohn Fraſer writer 
in Inverneſs, at Inverneſs, the 15th day of October, 1709 years, before theſe witneſſes, Mr John Macin- 
toſh advocate, Mr Charles M«Lean town clerk of Inverneſs, James Dunbar, younger, and Kenneth 
M*«Kenzie merchants there, and the ſaid Thomas Frazer writer foreſaid. Sic ſulſeribitur, Kenneth MKen- 
zie junior, Elgin, William Roſs for Tayn, Simon M*Kenaie, Will. M*Lean, Willi, M*Lean, James Por- 
teous, Robert Miller, John Roſe, Nairn, Matthew Moor, John Waus, And. Denoon, James Dick, 
Charles M*Lean, N. P. Wi. Tolme, Fortroſe, John Taylor clerk to the committee, Ch. M*Lean witueſs, 
Alexander M*Intoſh witneſs, Ja. Dunbar witneſs, John M*Intoſh witneſs, Kenneth M*Kenzie witneſs; ' 
Tho. Frazer witneſs, James Cuthbert witneſs, George M*Gilligan witneſs. William Roſs witneſs. De 
madatis quibus infra, ego Joannes Taylor notarius publicus, cum co-notario ſubſcribenti, ſubſeribo. Jo. 
Taylor, N. P. | - 
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In the General Convention of the Royol Burrows of Scotland, holden at Edinburgh the 5th 
day of Fuly, 1722. | TT | 


The which day, the committee appointed to conſider the petition from the burgh of Inverneſs, con- 
cerning the alteration of the ſett of their burgh, reported, That they having mett and conſidered the 
fame, with the act of their town counſell thereanent, and having conſidered the convention's manner of 
proceeding in like caſes, they were therefore of opinion, the coavention ſhould ratify and approve of the 
faid alteration ; which being conſidered by the convention, they approved of the ſai4 report, and hereby 


enacts and ordains, That ia all time coming the fix incorporate trades, that is to ſay, the hammermen, 


wrights, ſkinners, ſhoemakers, tailors, and weavers, ſhall have each of them a deacon to be eleded annu- 
ally, in the ſame manner as their viſitors are at preſent, with this difference, that the deacons muſt be 
choſen annually, on Monday in the week preceeding the election of the magiſtrates and council. Item, 
That, in preſence of the provoſt, or ane of the baillies to be named by the council, the deacons ſo choſen 
ſhall annually ele& one of their number to be deacon conveener, who as ſuch ſhall be of right a member 
of the town council. Item, That, at the annual election of the town council, two more of the deacons 
for that year, ſhall, by the town council, be elected to ſerve at councilers; ſo that of the trades deacons, 
three, including the deacon conveener, ſhall always be members of the town council, and no more. Item, 
That no other alteration ſhall be made in the ſett of the town than is above expreſt, and that the council 


ſhall conſiſt of no ow number than twenty-one councilers as before, and that this preſent regulation 


ſhall take place at Michaelmaſs enſuing. Extracted, &c. 


In the General Conventian of Royal Burrows, holden within the Burgh of Edinburgh, the 
fifth day of Fuly one a ſeven hundred and twenty-two, by their Commiſſioners there- 
in conveent. 


The which day, a petition having been preſented to the convention by the burgh of Inverneſs, craving 
ane alteration of the ſett of that burgh, which alteration having been approven of by the convention, the 
member for the burgh of Dundee proteſted againſt the ſame upon theſe grounds: (me,) That he appre- 
headed that it was at leaſt doubtful, if the convention had power to alter a ſett that had been eſtabliſhed 
formerly by approbation of the royal burrows, more than fourty years ago, after a deliberate enquiry into 
the intereſt of the town, and hearing all parties concerned; and ſince confirmed by a fourty years poſſeſ - 
ſion, whereby the gildrie had ane eltabliſhed right to be ſach a number of the council, which could not be 
taken from them, at leaſt without the conſent of the whole brethren of the gild, and yet more eſpecially 
ſince differences in the town had been ſettled and determined by a decreet arbitral, in the year 1709 and 
that he conceived the convention had no more power to alter their own decreet arbitral, than any other 
arbiters whatſoever. (24:,) That the going in ſo precipitantly to alter the ſett of a burgh was, as he con- 
ceived, a dangerous precedent, and might be pernicious to the liberties of the burgh, ſince, at this rate, 
it might be in the power of a town council to have the ſett of the town altered at pleaſure, whereby the 
ſetts of burghs, which ought to be perpetual rules of adminiſtration, would turn precarious, and alterable 
at the pleaſure of every magiſtracy and council, and that a magiſtracy may find it convenient for private 
ends, ſuch as continuing themſelves or friends in the magiſtracy, to have alteration made in the ſett, no 
ways advantageous for the common well of the burgh, and whether that may be the concern as to the 
preient alteration, was what the convention could not know, without further enquiry and information, 
tha: what they had yet got, no more being before them but ane aQ of eleven councilors, which might be 


a t ing unknown to the half of the 2 And, ( 3ti,) That the alteration propoſed, as it was ane en- 


croachment upon the eſtabliſhed right of the gildry, fo it was unreaſonable in itſelf, ſince it gave the elec- 
tion of two of the trades councilers propoſed to be brought into the council itſelf, which tendeth direaly 
to h irt the liberty of the town's freedom of election, as giving the old magiſtrates and council the oppor- 
tunity to ſecure two new councilers, ſuch as would be creatures of their own, and would go into any new 
ele ion they thought proper, for which reaſon he proteſted againſt the alteration made of the ſett of the 
tow of Inverneſs; to which proteſtation Aberdeen and Coupar adhered. | 

To which proteſt, the commiſſioner for Iavernefs gave in the following anſwers, viz. to the fi, The 
powers of the convention for giving or altering ſetts of the burrows, where ſetts are not ſettled by their 


chaxters, or by act of Parliament, is expreſsly founded upon ſeveral acts of Parliament, and confirmed by 
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their immemorial cuſtom: That the ſett of Inverneſs is neither founded on their charter, nor a& of Par- 
kament, but was given them by the convention, and that decree eſtabliſhing the faid ſett by no means 
can have the of a decreet arbitral, but is alterable upon good relevant nds by the convention. 
That the act of the town council of Inverneſs produced, proves the gildry to be conſenting, and in effect 
is a new ſubmiſſion made by all parties, which warrants the deciſion of the convention, even though the 
former decree had the whole effects of a decreet arbitral, as it plainly has not. To the jecond, The pro- 
cedure of the convention is regular and deliberate, and cannot be attended with any ill effect, and no : 
renders the conſtitution of a burgh precarious, or is any ways pernicious to its liberties ; for the caſe 92 
by the ſaid ad of council is fully laid before the convention, and whereby all parties were certiorate and 
ſiſted. The reaſons enforcing the alterations are fairly ſett forth, and which have convinced the conven- 
tion, that the ſaid alteration is moſt juſt and equitable, and beneficial to the burgh of Inverneſs. To the 
third, The alteration is agreeable to the whole community of Inverneſs, for they all of them are preſumed 
to have known, that the fume was to be laid before the convention for their approbation ; none of them 
have appeared to object againſt it, nor indeed is it poſſible that with reaſon they could, for no man that 
knows the leaſt of the conſtitution of the royal burrows, can fancy that the gildry could have any objec- 
tion to admitting the trades to ſo ſmall a part of the adminiſtration. The conceſſion in this caſe from the 
gildry to the trades is very ſmall, being only the admitting into their council three trades councilers, and 
two of theſe to be choſen in effect by the gildrie themſelves, the town council repreſenting them, and the 
old magiſtrates and council can have no more influence over two trades councilers, than they could have 
over two merchant councilers ; but, on the contrary, much leſs, for two of theſe trades councilers are to 
be choſen out of the deacons, who are choſen by the corporations ; whereas, in the other caſe, the magi- 
ſtrates and council would be at liberty to chooſe their merchant councilers out of the whole gildry, w 
would be gy — fitt for a thre view, 3 from the records of the general convention of the royal 
burrows of Scotland, upon this, and preceeding pages, by me, their conjunct general clerk, _ 
WET, i 42 J. W N DUN DA s. 
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ay 2 Burgh of Stirling, with reſpect to the yearly election of their Magiſtrates and 


Im, THE town counſell of Sterling conſiſts of the provoſt, four baillies, dean of gild, treaſurer, ſe- 
ven 3 counſellors, and ſeven trads counſellors, being deacons of crafts, making in whole twenty- 
one perſons. : 

> A The dean of guild, as well at the yearly election, as at all other occaſions, preſides in counſell, 
7 in caſe of his death or abſence, the provoſt preſides, and the preſes has only the caſting vote, in caſe 

parity. | | 

| 3tio, The dyet of election of the magiſtrates and counſel has been, and continues to be, upon the imme- 
diat lawful day preceeding Michaelmaſs yearly, but they are not tinted to any particular day. | 

Aue, About a fortnight before the new election, the magiſtrates and eouifell ifſue an act appointing the 
deacon conveener of the trades to order the ſeveral deacons to conveen their reſpective trades, at their 
ordinar meeting place, in order to their giving into the counſell liſts, commonly called-leets,' of ſuch per- 
ſons in each trade, out of which liſts their deacons are to be choſen, who accordingly meet, and their be- 
ing only ſeven incerporat trades in Sterling, viz, hammermen, weavers, tailliors, cordners, baxters, fleſh- 
ers, and glovers, each of theſe trades are obliged to give in a leit of four of their reſpective numbers, ex- 
cept the baxters, who are obliged, in caſe their number amount to eight perſons, or fewer, to give in all 
bi 1 nominatim, in leit, and if their number exceed eight, then to give in to the cognſell the leit of eight 

7. ; 

Ito, The town counſell meets about eight days before the new election, and, in the firſt place, fill up 
their compleit number, (in caſe of death or abſence, a part of them) by electing others in their places du- 
ring the new election; but, in caſe any of the abſents return before the dyet of election, and be preſent 
thereat, they take their own place ; the counſel! 12 full, the ſeven deacons give in to them their ſealed 

| — leets, 
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leets, whereupon the counſel, after voting, returns tuo of the contained in each leet, to each 
trade, one of which tuo the trade is obliged to make choiſe as their deacon ; and accordingly, the 
trades againe meet and ele& their deacons, and thereafter, the new and old deacons ele& the deacon 
conveener. | 
6, Upon the dyet of election, which is ordinarily upon the twenty-eight day of September, if a la 
day, the old counſell meet, including the old deacons, and elect the new merchand counſell, conſiſting of 
fourteen perſons, one after another; and immediately after electing the new merchand counſel, the ſeven 
new elected deacons are called to and admitted by the counſell, and both the new merchand counſell and 
they, gives their oaths de fideli as counſellers, untill the next election; and then both new and old coun- 
ſell elect the magiſtrats and office bearers, viz. provoſt, baillies, dean of guild, and treaſurer ; and in the e- 
1 of che provoſt, dean of guild, and treaſurer, there is always three perſons named in each of their 
4 


71%, By a decreet of declarator of the Lords of Seſſion, the major part of the town counſell muſt be 
changed and putt off yearly, and accordingly there are always feven of the merchand counſell, and four 
of the deacons exauctorat; and farder, neither provoſt, baillies, dean of guild, nor treaſurer, can be con- 
tinued in the ſame offices longer then two years ſuceeſſively. Sterling, June the twenty, 1709, the above 
{ett is atteſted by, fic ſubſcribitur, J. Finlayſon, clerk. Extrafted from the records of the general con ven- 
tion of the royal burrows of Scotland, upon this, and the three preceeding pages, by me, their conjun& 


general clerk, 
JOHN DUNDA 
J. W. 2 


At the Court of St James t, the 23d May 17871. 


Preſent; the King's moſt Excellent Majeſty, Lord Preſident, Lord Chamberlain, Earl of Salifbury, Earl 
of. Denbigh, I of Sandwich, Earl of Hillſbury, Lord George Germain, Viſcount Stormont. 


Whereas, there was ſome time ſince preſented to his Majeſty at this board, a petition of James Moir, 
David Gourlay, Duncan Glaſsford, Colin M*Leran, Robert Banks, Alexander Cunningham, and John 
Campbell, for themſelves, and in name and behalf of the other burgeſſes, and inhabitants of the burgh of 
Stirling, in north Britain; ſtating, that by the ſett of conſtitution of the ſaid burrow of Stirling, as prac- 
tiſed for near a century paſt, the common council conſiſted of a provoſt, four baillies, a dean of guild, 
and treaſurer, ſeven ordinary merchant councilers, and ſeven deacons of trades, making in all twenty one- 
members, fourteen of whom were of the gildry, or merchants, and the other ſeven the incorporated 
trades. That the provoſt, four baillies, treaſurer, and dean. of guild, were annually choſen gut of the 
fourteen gildry or merchant councilers ; that ſeven of the merchant council, and four of the trades coun 
eil, were changed or turned out of council yearly, and feven merchants elected by the common council in 
place of thoſe turned out; and each of the ſeven incorporated trades made up a liſt or leit of four of their 
members, to be ſent. to the council, and the council cutt off two from each of theſe liſts, and returned 
the other two to the reſpeQive incorporations or companies, that they might ele one of them to be coun- 
eil deacon for the year enſuing. That the gildry or merchants, had no choice of the feven members 
brought into council out of their own number, neither had they any choice of their own dean of gild, he 
being elected and preſented to them by the common council. That, though no perſon could, by election, 
be continued in the magiſtracy of the ſaid burgh, longer than two years at one time, yet one * 
might, and by practice often did, continue in council as one of the ſeven ordinary merchant councilers, or 
de made dean of gild,. and fo remain in any of theſe offices for another year, and could again be re · elee - 
ted as provoſt or baillie for another year; whereby the leading members in the council had it in their - 
power to perpetuate themſelves in office. and to manage and do in all the matters in the borough as they. 
thought proper. That three of the leading men in the council having greatly abuſed. this power, a com- 
plaint was made to the Court of Seffion in Scotland, for having the election of magiſtrates and councilers 
of the borough made., at Michaelmaſs 1773 ſet aſide and made void, as being brought about by undue 
influence and corrupt pradtices; and upon a proof brought, and hearing of parties, the ſaid Court aof 
Seſſion declared the ſaid election at Michaelmaſs 1773, wh void and null; and upon an appeal to the 
Houſe of Lords, that decree was affirmed; whereby the ſaid borough of Stirling has not only been ever 
ſince, and is now without magiſtrates and town council, but hath alſo, fince that time, been deprived of 
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- a repreſentative in the convention of royal hurrows of Scotland, and diſqualified from voting in the elec- 
6 a member to ſerve. in Parliament, and humbly praying, that bis Majeſty will be graciouſly pleaſed 
to reſtore the ſaid borough, and to direct a magiſtracy and town council to be choſen by a pole election, 
and that end ugh of the former ſett or conſtitution of the burraw may be altered, in order to prevent in 
future the abuſes which occaſioned the preſent disfranchiſement. | His Majeſty taking the ſaid petition in- 
to his royal conſideration, and having received the opinion of his Majeſty's attorney general, the Lord 
Advocate of Scotland, his Majedy's ſolicitor general, and alſo of a committee of the Lords of his Majeſty's 
moſt honourable Privy Council, thereupon is pleaſed, by and with the advice of his Privy Council, to 
order, chat, for the reſtoring the peace and good government of the ſaid borough, the inbabitant burgeſles 
of the gildry or merchants, and incorporated trades of the ſaid borough, who relided therein at and pre- 
vious to Michaelmaſs 1777, (excluding all honorary or non-reſident burgeſſes, and ſuch who were not 
members, and had not a reſidence in the ſaid burgh, at and previous to Michaelmaſs 177%, whether mem: 
| of the gildry or incorporated trades, and alſo town and hoſpital ſervants, and penſioners, and others,. 
who are now, or ſhall be under any incapacity in acting at fuch election.) be, and they are hereby autho- 
riſed, and commanded to aſſemble themſelves at the council chamber, within the ſaid burgh of Stirling, 
at ten o'clok in the forenoon, upon Monday the eleventh day of June next, with continuation of days, of 
which the ſheriff-depute of the county of Stirling {ball give publick notice eight days before the day of e- 
leQion, then and there to ele fit perſons, not exceeding twenty-one in number, being the number elected 
at Michaelmas immediately preceeding the vacated election, propertly qualified in terms of the ſett and u- 
ſage of the faid burrow, to be magiſtrates and town councilers of the ſame; and that the election be made 
in manner following, that is to ſay, the merchants or guildry to elect the fourteen guildry or merchant 
councilers, and the ſeven incorporated trades, each to ele& their own reſpective deacon, who ſhall thereby. 
become conſtituent members of the town council. The guildry or merchants at e, to chuſe one of 
the fourteen r councilers to be dean of guild, and the ſeven new with a dele- 
gate, to be by each incorporation, to elect one of themſelves to be deacon conveener, the ſaid four- 
teen to compoſe the conveener court, untill the next election, and the fourteen members of the guildry or 
merchants, ſo elected as aforeſaid, together with the ſeven deacons of the trades, fo elected as aforefaid, 
to chuſe the provoſt, four bailliffs, and a treaſurer, out of the fourteen guildry or merchant councilers, 
{excluſive of the one elefed dean of guild,) and that the perſons ſo elected by a majority of the perſons 
aforeſaid, ſhall continue from that time magiſtrates and councilers till the uſual time of election in the 
year 1781. The provoſt to be chief magiſtrate and praeſes of the council, in place of the dean of guild, 
who was praeſes by the former ſett ; that all perſons claiming to vote, give in their burgeſs tickets, and 
.a&s of admiſſion, or authentick extracts from the records of the burrows, of their admifGon to the freedom 
thereof, at and previous to Michaelmaſs 19777, fix days at leaſt before the day of election, to the ſheriff- 
depute of the county, or guildry clerk of the town of Stirling, that their names may be inrolled before 
the election, and that the ſheriff-depute of the county of Stirling, within which the burrough lyes, the 
ſheriff.depute of the county of Perth,, and the ſheriff-depute of the county of Lanark, being two counties 
adjoining to Stirlingſhire, or any two of them, be, and they are hereby authoriſed and required to attend 
to overſee and direct ſuch election, according to law and the rules uſed to be obſerved in fach caſes, and 
to form an authentick inſtrument thereupon under their ſubſcription manual, to be reported to his Ma- 
jeſty for confirmation: And to adminiſter: to the electors, before they be admitted to pole, the oaths 
appointed by law to be taken in Scotland by the electors at ordinary elections of magiſtrates, and likewiſe 
the oath againſt bribery and corruption, if required by any perſon having a right to vote at the election. 
And for the better order and good government of the ſaid burrow in time to come, his Majeſty, by and 
with the advice of his Privy Council, is hereby pleaſed to alter the former ſett or conſtitution of the ſaid. 
burrough, and to order and direct, that at the election to be made at Michaelmaſs 1781, and at all fu- 
ture elections, the guildry or the merchants at large, who, at the time of ſuch election, and for the three 
months immediately preceeding the ſaid election, have been reſident within the ſaid burrough, do ele: 
four of their number to be new councilers, in place of four of the ſeven; who, by the ſett or conſtitution 
of the ſaid burrow, go out of council yearly at Michaelmaſt election, and that the faid members of guil 
or merchants at large, do ele& and chuſe one of the ſaid four-perſnns to be dean of guild, to continue in 
office for the year enſuing; and that at the ſaid election 1781, and at all future elections, the ſeven incor- 
porated trades do yearly each of them chuſe their own reſpective deacons out of their number, without 
ſending liſts or leets to the council to be ſhortened, as practiſed under the former act or conſtitution of the 
burrow, except that (as by the former ſett four of the deacons muſt be yearly changed) the council, pre- 
vious to the election of deacons, ſhall cutt off, or declare four of the deacons elected the former year in- 


capable. 
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capable of being r That the provoſt ſhall be chief magiſtrate and praeſes 8f 
the council, and that all the different Reps of election be carryed on upon the following days, viz: that the 
council ſhall meet upon Tueſday preceeding Michaelmaſs, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to cutt off or 
declare the ineligibility of the ſaid four deacons ; that the guildry and ſeven incorporations ſhall meet next 
day at ten o'clock in the forenoon, in their reſpective conveening places, to elect their ſeveral deacons 
and members of the merchant council, and dean of gild; and the council ſhall on the following day, be- 
ing Thurſday, meet to conclude the annual election, by voting off the ſeven members who go out of coun- 
cil, chuſing three new members, receiving in the numbers choſen by the guildry and trades, and chooſing 
a provoſt, four baillies, and treaſurer. But that, in all other reſpeas, the former ſett or conſtitution of 
the ſaid burgh of Stirling, be obſerved as the mode of annual elections. (Sic ſubſcribitur) W. Fawkener, 
Extracted upon this, and the ſeven preceeding pages, from the original, lodged among the archives be- 
Jonging to the burgh of Stirling, by ( * John M Gibbon town clerk. 

I John Dundaſs, conjunct principal clerk to the general convention of the royal burrows of Scotland, 
do hereby certify, that what is contained on this, and the ten preceeding pages, is an exact copy of an 
extract, under the hands of John M<Gibbon, town clerk of Stirling, as given in by the commiſſioners of 

that burgh to the laſt general convention, of the order of his Majeſty in Council for a pole election of ma- 
iſtrates and town council of Stirling, upon the eleventh day of June, 1981 years, and bearing date at 

t James's, the twenty-third day of May 1781, which is atteſted by 

- | JOHN DUNDAS. 


: ; J. W, 
NOTE. | 
Guida, about 130. f 
 HeriTors, who are not burgeſſes, about 12. . 
IncoxrorATIONSs by royal charters, ſeven ; beſides the guildry, or merchant company, and four tole- 
rated communities. e ſeven incorporated trades conſiſt of 230 heads of families. The four tolerated 
communities conſiſt of about 106 heads of families. 
InraniTAawnTs, about 6000 or 7000. 
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IN che general convention of the royal burrows, holden at the burgh of Dumfermline, the roth day 
of July, 1718 years, The commiſſioners of burrows decerned and ordained, That the forme of the elec- 
tione of the magiſtrates and councill of Dumfermline ſhould, in all time thereafter, be in manner follo w- 
ing, viz, That the haill magiſtrats and councill of the ſaid burgh ſhoald conſiſt of the number of ſixteen 
perſons, whereof nine merchants and ſeven craftſmen, of the which number of nine merchants, there ſhall 
be choſen the provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer; and the old councill, in all time thereaf- 
ter, to chuſe the new ; and thereafter the old and new council to conveen yearly at their ordinary time of 
election, and chuſe and ele the provoſt, baillies, and other officers of the burgh, who ſhall bear rule for 
the year to come. That the ſett and forme of electione of the magiſtrats and council of Dumfermline i 
conforme to the decreet-arbitrall of the commiſſioners of the royall burrows, above narrated, is atteftel 
by, fic ſubſcribitur, And. Symſone clerk. 


AR of the Reyal Burrows ratifying a new Sett by Decreet-arbitral for the Burgh of 
Dumfermling. | | 


At Edinburgh, the 13th day of July, 1724 years. In the general convention of the royal burrows, 
holden at the ſaid burgh by the commiſſioners therein conveened, anent the petition preſented to the ge- 
neral convention of burrows, upon the gth day of July, 1723, by John Wilſon weaver, burgeſs of Dum- 
fermline, for himſelf, and in name of a conſiderable number of the burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, ſhewing, 
That where the committee of the convention of the royal burrows mett at Dumſermling, the 1oth day 
of July, 1718, by their decreet pronounced by them for regulating and eſtabliſhing r and me- 
thod of electing the magiſtrats and council of the ſaid burgh, ſtatute and ordained, That the form of e- 
lection of the magiſtrats and councill of the ſaid burgh ſhould be in all time thereafter, as followes, viz. 
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That the haill magiftrats and conncill ſhould conſiſt of the number of ſixteen perſons, whereof three mer- 
chants and ſeven craftſmen; of the which number of nine merchants, there ſhould be choſen the provoſt for 
the year to come, two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer; and ordained the then preſent councill to e- 
le& and choiſe the ſaid ſixteen perſons in all time thereafter, the old to choiſe the new and for that end, 
the old councill and the new, conſiſting ilk one of them of the number of perſons above written, to con- 
veen yearly at their ordinar time of election, and to elect and choiſe the ſaid magiſtrats, baillies, and o- 
ther officers of burgh, who ſhould bear rule for the year to come, as in the ſaid decreet is at more length 
contained, Yet, notwithſtanding whereof, there was a cuſtom of late introduced to the ſaid burgh, 
whereby the old council of themſelves, conſiſting of the number of ſixteen, and not in conjundion with 
the new, as is directed by the ſaid decreet, did meet and ele the dean of gild and treaſurer for the enſu- 
ing year, albeit it be expreſaly ſtatut by the ſaid decreet, That the old and new council, conſiſting ilk ane 
them of the number of ſixteen perſons, ſhould ele& and choiſe the dean of gild and theſaurer as well as. 
the other magiſtrats and office-bearers within the ſaid burgh. And, whereas it ſeemed highly reaſonable 
and juſt, and agreeable to the conſtitution and practice of every well governed burgh, that the leet of 
each trades counſeller ſhould conſiſt of the preſent and immediate laſt deacons ; yet, by a cuſtom of late 
creept into the ſaid burgh, the preſent counſeller, tho? neither preſent, nor immediate laſt deacon, was 
always on leet, and for ordinar choſen counſellour for ſeveral years ſucceſſively ; by which practice a 
councillor might be centinned for many years, yea during life, expreſsly contrair to the many laws and 
acts of parliament, and of the royal burrows made thereanent. And albeit, by the conſtant cuſtom and 
uninterrupted practice of the ſaid burgh, the old and new councills, electors appointed by the ſaid act of 
the provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, and theſaurer, had been in uſe of leeting, electing, and choifing ane 
gild brother of the ſaid burgh, for repreſenting the ſame as provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, or treaſurer ; 
yet notwithſtanding thereof, within theſe two years there had been a deſign of introducing this practice, 
that none be putt upon the leet for any of the foreſaid offices, but ſuch as are preſent — 1 of council; 
and for ſupporting thereof, it had been alledged, that the ſaid practice was agreeable to the decreet of the 
committee before mentioned; whereas, the plain import and meaning of the ſaid decreet is, as it had al · 
ways been underſtood to import no further, than that theſe office-bearers, when elected, were counſellors 


ex officio. For redreſſing of which grievances, the petitioner, with a conſiderable number of the burgeſſes 


of the ſaid burgh, made application to the magiſtrates and council by petition, hoping proper methods 
would have been taken for reſtoring the form and method of electing the magiſtrates and council, preſcri- 
bed by the forementioned decreet of the committee of the convention of burrows, and rectifying ſuch abu- 
ſes as have of late crept into the election of the magiſtrates, and other members of councill: Bur the ma- 
epo having delayed to proceed in the matter, there was a neceſſity for regulating the order and me- 
thod of elections in the ſaid burgh, and preſerving the peace and quiet thereof, to make application to the 
honourable convention of the royal burrows then mett : Therefore craving the honourable convention to 
take the premiſſes to their conſideration, and to rectify the above grievances, by ſettling ſuch rules, as 
would be thought proper for facilitating the election of the magiſtrates and councill of the ſaid burgh, and 
preſerving the peace and quiet thereof, as the petition bears. Which being read in preſence of the con- 
vention, and they having heard the commiſſioners for the ſaid burgh thereanent, they, by their act of the 
date of the ſaid ninth of July, 1723, appointed the burghs of Edinburgh, St Andrews, Stirling, Inner- 
keithing, Kirkaldie, King-horn, Culroſs, and Queensferry, whereof five a quorum, to meet at the 
ſaid burgh of Dumfermling, upon the fourth Tueſday of Auguſt then next, and to endeavour to compoſe 
the differences amongſt the inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, and to determine anent their grievances, and 
report to the next annual convention. And accordin 15 „George Drummond and Andrew Wardrop, 
commiſſioners for the burgh of Edinburgh, James Johnſton for Stirling, Mr David Monnypenny for St 
Andrews, James — for Kirkaldy, John Cant for Innerkeithing, Mr Patrick Erſkine for Culroſs, and 
George Hill for Queensferry, of the committee above named, having mett at the ſaid burgh of Dum- 
fermline, upon the twenty-ſecond day of Auguſt, 1923 years, Reported to the preſent convention, that 
after making choiſe of George Drummond to be their praeſes, they did, in obedience td the remitt of the 
genera] convention, the ninth day of July laſt, fully confider the decreet arbitral 1718, and reviſed the 
records of council produced to them, for a good many years ſince that time, anent their manner of elec- 
tione, in order to diſcover if there was juſt ground for the grievances complained of by the petitioners ; 
thereafter, the ſaid committee endeavoured, by a good many different propoſitions, to compoſe amicably 
the differences that were among the inhabitants about their election; but matters were carried ſo high 
upon the different ſides, that this was loſt labour; wherefore the ſaid committee came to this reſolution, to 
lay the ſtate of the burgh, with reſpe& to the rule 08 manner of election, fully before the convention, 


being 


being convinced, that the ruin or ity of the burgh, depended upon the meaſures taken to fettle 
this affair. In the f#r/? place, G a keg no other rule of election, they pretended to, but the a- 
bove decreet arbitral, 1718. As to the decreet, it was plain it could never have been intended by the 
pronouncers to be a compleat ſett of the burgh, but ſeemed purely calculated to ſettle mattters betwixt the 
merchants and trades, as to the number of their reſpeQive repreſentatives in councill, and with reſpe to 
their private oeconomy in the exerciſe of their trade, &c. There having been great diviſions, tumults, and 
animoſityes, in the ſaid burgh about theſe matters, immediately before that time, for which cauſe, the 
deereet ſeemed to be a very indiſtin& rule of election. The committee find, in the next place, that not- 
withſtanding, by the decreet arbitral, it is expreſsly ordained, that the old and new councill, conſiſting 
of thirty-two perſons, ſhould choiſe the magiſtrates, baillies, and other officers of the burgh, who are to 
bear rule for the enſuing year; yet it had been long the practice, that the old councill, conſiſting of ſixteen 
perſons, doe meet upon the Saturday before Michaelmaſs, and then choiſe the dean of guild and treaſurer 
for the enſuing year; which, in their opinion, was directly oppoſite to the meani the ſaid decreet. 
The committee further obſerved, that albeit by the foreſaid ſett, the old council, confiſting of fixteen 

perſons, was appointed to choiſe the new council, conſiſting of the like number, yet the practice had lon 
prevailed, that upon the Saturday thereafter, the old council meet, and each member of it names a con- 
junct, (the provoſt and eldeſt baillie excepted,) and chen removes to the door, upon which the council 
votes, whether the old member or his conjun& ſhould be counſeller for the enſuing year, and fo goe on 
till the new and old councill be made up to the -number of thirty-two perſons, half merchants and half 
trades ; the committee was of opinion, that the above conjuncts, as they are called, ought each of them 
to be choſen in a council way, agreeable to the meaning of the decreet arbitral, in regard each of the fix- 
teen conjuncts, though not elected to be counſellers for the enſuing year, have at preſent a vote in choĩifing 
the provoſt, and two baillies, and ought, by the decreet, to have a vote in the election of the haill magi- 
ſtrates and office · bearers, and this in virtue of their being named by ſingle counſellors, as ſaid is, which 
ſeemed abſurd to them. Upon the whole, it appeared to them, that this burgh had not a compleat ſett 
to regulate the election of their councillors and magiſtrates ; for, notwithſtanding the decree arbitral made 
mention of a new councill of ſixteen, which ſixteen were choſen by way of conjuncts, as faid is, yet the old 
councill were under no neceſſity of chooſing one of theſe conjuncts tio be counſellors for the enſuing year, 
ſoe it was in the preſent councill's power to re-ele& themſelves, both merchants and trades to the day of 
their death, without any change; for, with reſpe& to the trades repreſentation in councill, no regard was 
had to the preſent deacons of the incorporations, elſe this would neceſſitate a change in the members of 
councill, becauſe the deacons change once in the two years ; but the preſent trades councillors, according 
to their method, might name for conjuncts, ſuch of their incorporations as might not rival themſelves in 
the judgment of the electors, and they obſerved they were often continued ; therefore the ſaid committee 
were humbly of opinion, that this general convention ſhould take the preſent circumſtances of this burgh 
into their ſerious conſideration, and ſoe to explain their decreet arbitral, as the council in all time coming 
might have a diſtin rule to govern themſelves by, in the election of their ſucceſſors, agreeable to the acts 
of parliament and burrows in ſuch caſes ; whereby, the faQion that ſeemed to be wing there might 
be removed, and peace and tranquillity might be cultivate amongſt the inhabitants, by having the offices 
of magiſtracy in the burgh ambulatory amongſt the inhabitants, in proportion to their merit and qualifi- 
eations for ſuch offices of truſt. Sic ſubjcribitur, Geo. Drummond, Edinburgh, Ja. Johnſton for Stir. 
ling, Jo. Cant for Iverkeithing, Da. Monypenny for St Andrews, James Barclay tor Kirkaldie, Patrick 
Erſkin Culroſs, Geo. Hill Queensferry, as the report bears. Which being read in preſence of the conven- 
tion, upon the ninth of July inſtant, they again remitted to the burghs of Edinburgh, Stirling, St An- 
drews, Kirkaldie, Innerkeithing, Dumbarton, Culroſs, Sanquhar, and Queensferry, or the major part of 
them, to compoſe the differences betwixt the contending parties in the ſaid burgh of Damfermling. And 
accordingly, the ſaid committee having mett upon the ſaid affair, compeared Robert and Mr John Walk. 
ers, preſent baillies of the ſaid burgh of Dumfermling, George Crawfoord, preſent deacon conveener 
thereof, Captain Peter Halkett, of Pittferran younger, and David Dalglieſh weaver, all preſent town coun- 
<tillors of the ſaid burgh, who produced, in preſence of the committee, a commiſſion my by the ma- 
ſtrates and town councill of the ſaid burgh, under the hand of the clerk, and ſeal of the ſaid burgh of 
83 of the date the ſixth day of July inſtant, impowering them to attend the convention in 
name of the town councill, and to defend the magiſtrates againſt the foreſaid petition, and to doe every 
thing neceſſary with relation to the conſtitution of the ſaid burgh, that the magiſtrates and council might 
doe, if perſonally preſent ; of which commiſſion the tenor follows . Att Dumfermline, the fixth day of Ju- 
ly, 1724 years, the which day, the magiſtrates and town couacill of the burgh of Dumfermline mY and 
ereLy 


I. 


hereby do warrand and commiſſion to Robert and Mr John Walkers, preſent baillies, George Ctaw- 
ſoord, prelent deacon conveener, Captain Peter Halkett, of Pittferran younger, and David Dalgleith 
weaver, all preſent town councillors of the ſaid burgh, or any one of them, for them, in their name and 
upon their behalf, to attend and wait upon the general convention of the royal burrows, that is to meet 
at Edinburgh to-morrow, with power to the ſaid five commitſioners, or any one of them, to attend all the 
dyets of the ſaid convention, and to anſwer for, and defend the preſent magiſtrates and town councill, #- 
gainſt the petition given into the convention laſt year, by John Walker younger weaver, or any other 
thing that may be propoſed, anent altering the decreet arbitral on the preſent conſtitution of this burgh, 
and to do every thing anent the ſaid affair that the magiſtrates and council might do, if perſonally pre- 
ſent. Extracted farth of the records of councill, and the ſeal of the burgh is hereto affixed by me, 
fic ſulſcribitur, Andrew Symion clerk, L. 8. Alſo compeared, the faid John Wilſon younger, weaver in 
the ſaid burgh, and Jobn Black, late deacon of the weavers of the ſaid burgh, for themſelves, and 
in name of John Black, William Inglis, Adam Main, William John M- Raich, Ro- 
bert Barclay, James Reid, John Kerr, William Hodge, John Potter, Thomas Williamſon, James More, 
ohn Wilſon, David Morriſon, Adam Neathry, Alexander Hart, Henry Donaldſon, Joha Hanna, John 
whill, Jobn Grabam, Henry Arnot, William Anderſon, Alexander Young, Peter Creir, James Law, 
Thomas Bleak, James Henderſon, Andrew Robiſen, John Rea, Andrew Blackwood, George Ingbs, James 
Young, William Kirk, Robert Buſt, John Brown, George Simpſon, Alexander Douglaſs, Patrick Waſt- 
wood, John Williamſon, John Brown, James Wilſon, Andrew Bave, George Pearſon, David Inglis, Mat» 
thew Hutton, David Potter, John Gibſon, Patrick Hatton, John Kirk, David Malloch, John Richardfon, 
Robert Main, James Hutton, William Inglis, Robert M*Craich, James Bain, William Brown, John Got- 
terſton younger, George Buſt, Alexander Coupar, William Anderſon, John Wilſon, John Dunſyre, An- 
drew Main, James Inglis, John Davidſon, John Haw, John Aitken, Thomas Richardſon, John Gotterſton, 
William Brown, William Chalmer, William Anderſon, David Wilſon, James Thomſon, Robert Gotter- 
one, George Millar, James Baverage, David Donaldſon, James Bennet, James Nobell, John Ferguſſon, 
iliam Neilſon, Thomas Kilpatrick, David Kilpatrick elder, David Kilpatrick younger, John Kilpatrick, 
Robert Kirk, John Dalgleiſh, Thomas Cuſen, James Smith, James Belfrage, John Inglis, Andrew Bain, 
David Ferguſſon, Andrew Stevenſon, John Gotterſtone elder, Henry Mitchell, George Stark, Thomas A- 
damſon, William Ingliſh, David Turnbull, Robert Smiton, James Cruickſhanks, Andrew Morrice, David 
Black, James Wilſon, Henry Smiton, John White, Robert Durham, Robert Hoggans, Andrew Dewar, 
John Wilſon, John Foldes, and James Turnbull, all burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, and ſabſcribers to a peti - 
tion formerly given in by them to the Lord Provoſt, bailies, dean of guild, conveener, treaſurer, and rema- 
nent members of the ſaid burgh of Dumfermling, dated the twenty and twenty-firſt days of June ſeventeen 
hundred and twenty-three, craving ane act of the council, explaining the former decreet-arbitral, and to 
ſtatute and appoint the form and manner of election of the magiſtrates and members of council in all time 
coming, agreeable to the acts of parliament made anent elections, or otherwiſe, to refer the ſame to the 
then enſuing general convention of burrows, to be explained and directed by them according to juſtice z 
and, for that end, the forenamed perſons did nominate and appoint John Black, late deacon of the weavers, 
and John Wilſon younger, weaver, Andrew Main, and James Belfrage, ſhoemakers, William and George 
Pearſons, wrights, all burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, or any one of them, to preſent the ſaid petition, and to 
roſecute the ſame «/que ad finem, as the petition bears. And alſo compeared Robert Anderſon merchant 
in Dumfermling, and produced a commiſſion granted to him and the faid John Wilſon, by ſeveral of the 
durgeſſes of the faid burgh, dated the tenth day of July inſtant, impowering them to compear before the 
convention, and argue, reaſon, and inſiſt in the ſaid matter, and to make an entire and abſolute ſubmiſſion 
of the intereſts of the ſaid burgh, and to doo every other thing therein which they could do themſelves if 
perſonally preſent ; of which commiſſion the tenor follows : We burgeſſes of the burgh of Dumtermling 
ſubſcribing, being alſo concerned in, and ſubſcribers of a petition given in to the Right Honourable the 
General Convention of the Royal Burrows, craving a rectification of grievances in the manner of carrying 
on the election of magiſtrates and councillors of the ſaid burgh, and a ſettlement of ſuch rules as may, for 
the future, facilitat the ſaids elections, and ſecure the peace and quitt of the ſaid burgh ; and we conſider- 
ing the uncertainty of the tirge when the Honourable Convention ſhall be pleaſed to take our petition un- 
der their conſideration, and give their determination therein ; and it being expenſive and troubleſome to 
us to give our attendance at Edinburgh, and leave our imployments and familys at home; and having ſuf - 
ficient and ample prooff, fidelity, experience, and dilligence of Robert Anderſon merchant in Dumterm- 
ling, and John Wilſon weaver there, and their honeſt and zealous concern for the good and advantage of 
the ſaid burgh, doe hereby, for ourſelves, and in name and behalf of the remanent ſubſcribers of the 9 
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ſaid petition, who are not hereto — make, conſtitute, and ordain, the ſaids Robert Anderſon, and 
John Wilſon, our undoubted and irrevocable commiſſioners, agents, and truſtees, for, and in behalf of us, 
and the ſaids remanent perſons, ſubſcribers in the ſaid matter depending, with power to them to compear 
before the ſaid convention, and to argue, reaſon, aad inſiſt, propone arguments and defences, as ſhall be 
needful in the ſaid matter, as they ſhall think fitt ; and if they ſhall think it reaſonable and proper, we 
. hereby give them full power to make ane intire and abſolute ſubmiſſion of the intereſts of the ſaid burgh in 
the ſaid matter to the ſaid Honourable Convention, and every other thing to do which they ſhall think expe- 
dient, and which we ourſelves might have done before the granting of thir preſents ; diſpenſing with the 
generality foreſaid, and admitting the ſame to be as valid and ſufficient as if every particular power hereby 
generally veſted in them were diſtinctly ſett down, promiſing to hold the ſame firm and ſtable, but revoca- 
tion. In witneſs whereof (written by Michael Ramſay wryter in Edinburgh), we have ſubſcribed thir pre- 
ſents, at Edinburgh, the tenth day of July ſeventeen hundred and twenty-four years, fic ſubſcribitur, John 
Bell, William Walker, John Wilſon, George Walls, John Gotterſton, James French, James Symth, Tho- 
mas Cuſſen, Andrew Robiſon, Andrew Main, James Law, David Potter; which powers and commiſſions 
being read in preſence of the committee, and they having fully heard the ſaid partys in the ſaid affair, they 
reported to the convention, that the ſaid partys having frankly ſubmitted their differences to the determi- 
nation of the committee, in a formall ſubmiſſion ſubſcribed by them; and they having conſidered the for- 
mer decreet-arbitral, and ſett of the burgh anno ſeventeen hundred and eighteen, did unanimouſly a 
upon a new ſett of the ſaid burgh in time coming, and pronounced their decreet-arbitral duly ſubſcrived 
of the date hereof : Which ſubmiſſion and decreet-arbitral being read in preſence of the convention, they 
unanimouſly approved of the faid decreet-arbitral, and appointed the ſame to be recorded amongſt the o- 
ther ſetts of the royal burrows, to be the rule of their elections in all time coming; and in caſe any diffi- 
culty happen at their next elections, appointed the ſaid burgh to repreſent the ſame to the annual commit- 
tee impowered to ſitt after diſſolving this preſent convention, to give direSions thereanent as they ſhall ſee 
cauſe ; of which ſubmiſſion and decret-arbitral the tenors follow: We Robert and Mr John Walkers, pre- 
ſent bailies of the burgh of Dumfermling, George Crawfoord preſent deacon-conveener, Capt. Peter Halket 
of Pittfirren younger, and David Dalgleiſh weaver, all preſent town-councillors of the ſaid burgh, for our- 
ſelves, and as havitg power and commiſſion from the magiſtrates and councill of the ſaid burgh of Dumferm- 
ling, conform to ane act of the town council of the ſaid burgh, dated the 6th day of July init. and as takin 
burden on us for them, on the one part, and John Black, late deacon of the weavers of the ſaid burgh, an 
Jehn Wilſon younger, weaver there, for ourſelves, and as having power and commiſſion from ſeveral of the 
burgeſſes and inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, ſubſcrivers to ane petition given in by them to the magiſtrates and 
councill of the ſaid burgh, craving ane explanation and rectification of the ſett thereof, dated the 2oth and 
21ſt days of June 1723 years, and as taking burden on us for the haill other burgeſſes and inhabitants of 
the ſaid burgh, on the other part; and alſo Robert Anderſon merchant in Dumfermling, for himſelf, and 
in name of his conſtituents the burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, ſubſcriving to a commiſſion, of the date of thir 
preſents, have ſubmitted and referred, and hereby ſubmitt and referr to the final decifion and deereet- 
arbitral of George Drummond, commiſſioner for the burgh of Edinburgh to the general convention of 
burrows now met there, Doctor James Johnſtoun aſſeſſor to the commiſſioner for the burgh of Stirling, 
Patrick Lindſay aſſeſſor to the commiſſioner for the burgh of St Andrew's, James Barclay commiſſioner 
for the burgh of Kirkaldie, Henry Cunningham of Boequhan, commiſſioner for Innerkeithing, Archibald 
M<Aullay aſſeſſor to the commiſſioner for the burgh of Dumbartown, Mr Patrick Erſkine commiſſioner for 
Culroſs, George Irving commiſſioner for Sanquhar, and George Hill commiſſioner for Queensferry, or of 
the major part of them, (being ane committee of the ſaid convention of burrows, appointed to compoſe 
our differences) all matters and differences debateable betwixt us, anent the way and manner of election 
of the magiſtrates, office-bearers, and councillers of the ſaid burgh of Dumſermling, and particularly the 
ſett and decreet · arbitral of the ſaid burgh, with power to them to make ſuch explanations and alterations 
of the ſaid ſett, and to lay down ſuch rules and directions for regulating the elections of the ſaid burgh in 
time coming, as they ſhall think fitt ; and whatever the ſaid arbitrators, or the major part of them, ſhall 
determine thereanent, we bind and oblige us, and our conſtituents, to ſtand to and acquieſce in, and in- 
violably obſerve the ſame in all time coming, under the penalty of four thouſand merks, Scots money, to 
be paid by the party failzing to the party obſerving or willing thereto, by and attour performance ; con- 
ſenting to the regiſtration hereof, and decreet to follow hereon, in the records of the convention of bur- 
rows, and books of council and ſeſſion, therein to remain for conſervation, and, if need bees, to have the 
ſtrength of ane decreet interponed thereto, that letters of horning, on ſix days, and all other execution ne- 
ceſſar, may paſs thereupon in form, as effeirs, and thereto conſtitute 
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dur procurators, &. In witneſs whereof wee have ſubſcribed theſe preſents, (writ- 
ten by Andrew Jackſon writer in Edinburgh, on ſtamped paper,) at Edinburgh, the 1oth day of July 1924 
years, before theſe witneſſes, James Naſmyth depute town-clerk of Edinburgh, Archibald Blair writer 
there, and the ſaid Andrew Jackſon, witneſſes alſo to the Bain the marginal note. Sic ſubſcribitur, A. 
Walker, Jo. Walker, George Crawfoord, Peter Halkett, Da. Dalgleiſh, Robt. Anderſon, John Black, 
John Wilſon. J. Naiſmyth witneſs. Arch. Blair witneſs. —Follows the decreet-arbitral on the back of the 
ſaid ſubmiſſion. At Edinburgh, the 1gth day of July 1724 years, we George Drummond commithoner 
for the city of Edinburgh, Doctor James Johnſtoun aſſeſſor for the burgh of Stirling, Patrick Lindſay aſ- 
ſeſſor for the burgh of St Andrew's, James Barclay commiſſioner for the burgh of Kirkaldie, Henry Cun- 
ninghame commiſſioner for the burgh of Innerkeithing, Archbald M*Aullay aſſeſſor for the burgh of Dum- 
barton, Patrick Erſkine commiſſioner for the burgh of Culroſs, and George Irving commiſſioner for the . 
burgh of Sanquhar, the committee of the general convention of royal burrows, and arbitrators within na- 
ma and deſigned, baving tully tle the whole matters and things within ſpecified to us committed 
by the ſaid general convention, and to us ſubmitted by the within named parties, on behalf of themſelves 
and conſtituents, having likeways conſidered the ſaid general convention their proceedings touching the 
premiſſes, with the former act of ſett, and having fully heard the parties ſubmitting, and having God 
and good conſcience before our eyes, we unanimouſly give and pronounce our decreet-arbitral in man- 
ner Slow For avoiding all diſputes that may ariſe touching the adminiſtration and government of 
the burgh of Dumfermling, till the next elections of magiſtrates and counciſl be proceeded in according 
td the rules hereby appointed, and touching the perſons who ſhall have the adminiſtration and government 
of that burgh annually thereafter, their numbers, their powers, and times, and manner of their elections, 
we decern and ordain, primo, That the preſent councill of the ſaid burgh, conſiſting of ſixteen perſons, 
viz. the provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, theſaurer, four merchants, and ſeven craftſmen, ſhall conti- 
nue to have adminiſtratione and government of the ſaid burgh till the next electione of magiſtrates and 
councill hereby appointed to take place. Secundo, That in the next and all ſucceeding elections, none 
ſhall be capable to be elected to the office of provoſt, or old . provoſt, but ſuch perſons as ſhall be either 
merchants or gild brother of the burgh: That none ſhall be capable to be elected to the office of baillie, 
dean of gild, or theſaurer, old baillies, old dean of gild, old theſaurer, or to be of the merchant councill, 
but ſuch perſons as are merchants or gild brother of the burgh, reſiding and having ſcott and lott in the 
ace ; and that no craftſman ſhall be capable to be on the councill, but ſuch perſons as are burgeſles, 
men of the burgh reſiding in the place, hand labourers in their crafts, and bearing ſcott and lott 
there. .Tertio, That, by the next and all ſucceeding elections hereby appointed, the magiſtrats and ordi- 
' Nary councill of the burgh ſhall conſiſt of twenty-two perſons, viz. a provoſt, two baillies, a dean of gild, 
a theſaurer, ane old provoſt, two old baillies, ane old dean of gild, and ane old thefaurer, two merchant, 
and two trades councillors, and eight deacons of crafts to be elected according to the rules hereby made, 
who ſhall have the adminiſtration and government of the burgh veſted in them alone, except at the annu- 
al elections of magiſtrates, when to them ſhall be joined four extraordinar councellors, viz. two merchants 
and two trades, according to the directions hereby given. Quarto, For preventing incenveniencies that 
may ariſe to the burgh by baillies, deans of gild, 3 and others, having it in their power to con- 
tinue themſelves in their offices, ar on the councill without any limitation, and for eſtabliſhing harmony 
and friendſhip among the councill and whole community, it is hereby appointed, That no perſon, ſhall be 
capable to be continued in the office of baillie for more as two years together, and ſhall not be capable to 
continue on the councill for more as one year longer in the character of old baillie, untill he be one year 
out of the councill, unleſs he be eleded to the office of dean of gild, or provoſt : That no perſon ſhall be 
capable to be continued in the office of dean of gild for more as tuo years together, and ſhall not be ca- 
pable to continue on the council for more as one year longer in the character of old dean of gild, untill 
he be one year out of the council, unleſs he be elected to the office of a baillie or provoſt : That no perſon. 
ſhall be capable to be continued in the office of a theſaurer for more as two years together, and ſhall not be 
capable to continue on the council for more as one year longer in the character of old theſaurer, untill he 
be one year out of the councill, unleſs it ſhall happen that his accounts are ſtated, and no ballance reſting 
by him to the burgh, and that he ſhall be elected to the office of a baillie or dean of gild: That no erafti - 
man ſhall be capable to be on the ordinary councill, as a new or old trades councillor for more as three 
years together, untill he be one year out of the councill : That no craftſman ſhall be capable of being & 
lected a deacon for more as tuo years together, unleſs he be one year out of that office; and no m t 
1 ſhall be capable to continue on the ordinary councill as a merchant counciller, (without ane office or o- 
7 Ther character), for more as two years together. * For preventing of ſtrife and faction, the he 
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aid petition, who are not hereto — make, conſtitute, and ordain, the ſaids Robert Anderſon, and 
John Wilſon, our undoubted and irrevocable commiſſioners, agents, and truſtees, for, and in behalf of us, 
and the ſaids remanent perſons, ſubſcribers in the ſaid matter depending, with power to them to compear 
before the ſaid convention, and to argue, reaſon, aad inſiſt, propone arguments and defences, as ſhall be 
needful in the ſaid matter, as they ſhall think fitt ; and if they ſhall think it reaſonable and proper, we 
hereby give them full power to make ane intire and abſolute ſubmiſſion of the intereſts of the ſaid burgh in 
the ſaid matter to the ſaid Honourable Convention, and every other thing to do which they ſhall think expe- 
dient, and which we ourſelves might have done before the granting of thir preſents ; diſpenſing with the 
generality foreſaid, and admitting the ſame to be as valid and ſufficient as if every particular power hereby 
generally veſted in them were diſtinctly ſett down, promiſing to hold the ſame firm and table, but revoca- 
tion. In witneſs whereof (written by Michael Ramſay wryter in Edinburgh), we have ſubſcribed thir pre- 
ſents, at Edinburgh, the tenth day of July ſeventeen hundred and twenty-four years, fic ſubſcribitur, John 
Bell, William Walker, John Wilſon, George Walls, John Gotterſton, James French, James Symth, Tho- 
mas Cuſſen, Andrew Robiſon, Andrew Main, James Law, David Potter; which powers and commiſſions 
being read in preſence of the committee, and'they having fully heard the ſaid partys in the ſaid affair, they 
reported to the convention, that the ſaid partys having frankly ſubmitted their differences to the determi- 
nation of the committee, in a formall ſubmiſſion ſubſcribed by them; and they having conſidered the for- 
mer decreet-arbitral, and ſett of the burgh anno ſeventeen hundred and eighteen, did unanimouſly agree 
upon a new ſett of the ſaid burgh in time coming, and pronounced their decreet-arbitral duly ſubſcrived 
of the date hereof : Which ſubmiſſion and decreet-arbitral being read in preſence of the convention, they 
unanimouſly approved of the faid decreet-arbitral, and appointed the ſame to be recorded amongſt the o- 
ther ſetts of the royal burrows, to be the rule of their elections in all time coming; and in caſe any diffi- 
culty happen at their next elections, appointed the ſaid burgh to repreſent the ſame to the annual commit- 
tee impowered to ſitt after diſſolving this preſent convention, to give direSions thereanent as they ſhall ſee 
cauſe ; of which ſubmiſſion and decret-arbitral the tenors follow: We Robert and Mr John Walkers, pre- 
ſent bailies of the burgh of Dumfermling, George Crawfoord preſent deacon-conveener, Capt. Peter Halket 
of Pittfirren younger, and David Dalgleiſh weaver, all preſent town · councillors of the ſaid aw, for our- 
ſelves, and as havitg power and commiſſion from the magiſtrates and councill of the ſaid burgh of Dumferm- 
ling, conform to ane act of the town council of the ſaid burgh, dated the 6th day of July inſt. and as takin 

burden on us for them, on the one part, and John Black, late deacon of the weavers of the ſaid burgh, an 

John Wilſon younger, weaver there, for ourſelves, and as having power and commiſſion from ſeveral of the 
burgeſſes and inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, ſubſcrivers to ane petition given in by them to the magiſtrates and 
. Founcill of the ſaid burgh, craving ane explanation and reQification of the ſett thereof, dated the 2oth and 
21ſt days of June 1723 years, and as taking burden on us for the haill other burgeſſes and inhabitants of 
the ſaid burgh, on the other part; and alſo Robert Anderſon merchant in Dumfermling, for himſelf, and 
in name of his conſtituents the burgeſſes of the ſaid burgh, ſubſcriving to a commiſſion, of the date of thir 
preſents, have ſubmitted and referred, and hereby ſubmitt and referr to the final deciſion and decreet · 
arbitral of George Drummond, commiſſioner for the burgh of Edinburgh to the general convention of 
burrows now met there, Doctor James Johnſtoun aſſeſſor to the commithoner for the burgh of Stirling, 
Patrick Lindſay aſſeſſor to the commiſſioner for the burgh of St Andrew's, James Barclay commiſſioner 
for the burgh of Kirkaldie, Henry Cunningham of Boequhan, commiſſioner for Innerkeithing, Archibald 
M<Aullay aſſeſſor to the commiſſioner for the burgh of Dumbartown, Mr Patrick Erſkine commiſſioner for 
Culroſs, George Irving commiſſioner for Sanquhar, and George Hill commiſſioner for Queensferry, or of 
the major part of them, (being ane committee of the ſaid convention of burrows, appointed to compoſe 
our differences) all matters and differences debateable betwixt us, anent the way and manner of election 
of the magiſtrates, office-bearers, and councillers of the ſaid burgh of Dumſermling, and particularly the 
ſett and decreet- arbitral of the ſaid burgh, with power to them to make ſuch explanations and alterations 
of the ſaid ſett, and to lay down ſuch —— and directions for regulating the elections of the ſaid burgh in 
time coming, as they ſhall think fitt; and whatever the ſaid arbitrators, or the major part of them, ſhall 
determine thereanent, we bind and oblige us, and our conſtituents, to ſtand to and acquieſce in, and in- 
violably obſerve the ſame in all time coming, under the penalty of four thouſand merks, Scots money, to 
be paid by the party failzing to the party obſerving or willing thereto, by and attour perſormance; con- 
ſenting to the regiſtration hereof, and decreet to follow hereon, in the records of the convention of bur- 
rows, and books of council and ſeſſion, therein to remain for conſervation, and, if need bees, to have the 
ſtrength of ane decreet interponed thereto, that letters of horning, on ſix days, and all other execution ne- 
ceſſar, may paſs thereupon in form, as effeirs, and thereto conſtitute 


- 


our 


is. 


odor procurators, c. In witneſs whereof wee have ſubſcribed theſe preſents, (writ- 
ten by Andrew Jackſon writer in Edinburgh, on ſtamped paper,) at Edinburgh, the-10th day of July 1924 
years, before theſe witneſſes, James Naſmyth depute town-clerk of Edinburgh, Archibald Blair writer 
there, and the faid Andrew Jackſon, witneſſes alſo to the ſigning the marginal note. Sic ſubſcribitur, A. 
Walker, Jo. Walker, George Crawfoord, Peter Halkett, Da. algleiſh, Robt. Anderſon, John Black, 
John Wilſon. J. Naiſmyth witneſs. Arch. Blair witneſs. —Follows the decreet-arbitral on the back of the 
ſaid ſubmiſſion. At Edinburgh, the 1gth day of July 1724 years, we George Drummond commiſſioner 
for the city of Edinburgh, Boaor James Johnſtoun aſſeſſor for the burgh of Btirlin „Patrick Lindſay aſ- 
ſeſſor for the burgh of 8t Andrew's, James Barclay commiſſioner for the burgh of Kirkaldie, Henry Cun- 
ninghame commiſſioner for the burgh of Innerkeithing, Archbald M*Aullay aſſeſſor for the burgh of Dum- 
barton, Patrick Erſkine commiſſioner for the burgh of Culroſs, and George Irving commiſſioner for the . 
burgh of Sanquhar, the committee of the general convention of royal burrows, and arbitrators within na- 
med and deſigned, having fully confidered the whole matters and things within ſpecified to us committed 
by the ſaid general convention, and to us ſubmitted by the within named parties, on behalf of themſelves 
and conſtituents, having likeways conſidered the ſaid general convention their proceedings touching the 
premiſſes, with the former act of ſett, and having fully heard the parties ſubmitting, and having God 
and good conſcience before our eyes, we unanimouſly give and pronounce our decreet-arbitral in man- 
ner 1 For avoiding all diſputes that may ariſe touching the adminiſtration and government ot 
the burgh of Dumfermling, till the next elections of magiſtrates and councill be proceeded in according 
4 to the rules hereby appointed, and touching the perſons who ſhall have the a, . ea. and government 
| t burgh annually thereafter, their numbers, their powers, and times, and manner of their elections, 
we decern and ordain, primo, That the preſent councill of the ſaid burgh, conſiſting of ſixteen perſons, 
viz. the provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, theſaurer, four merchants, and ſeven craftſmen, ſhall conti- 
nue to have adminiſtratione and government of the ſaid burgh till the next electione of magiſtrates and 
councill hereby appointed to take place. Secundo, That in the next and all ſucceeding elections, none 
ſhall be capable to be elected to the office of provoſt, or old . provoſt, but ſuch perſons as ſhall be either 
merchants or gild brother of the bargh: That none ſhall be capable to be elected to the office of baillie, 
dean of gild, or theſaurer, old baillies, old dean of gild, old theſaurer, or to be of the merchant councill, 
but ſuch perſons as are merchants or gild brother of the burgh, reſiding and having ſcott and lott in the 
ace ; and that no craftſman ſhall be capable to be on the councill, but ſuch 1 as are * 
men of the burgh reſiding in the place, hand labourers in their crafts, and bearing ſcott and lott 
there. .Tertio, That, by the next and all ſucceeding elections hereby appointed, the magiſtrats and ordi- 
' nary councill of the burgh ſhall conſiſt of twenty-two perſons, viz. a provoſt, two baillies, a dean of gild, 
a theſaurer, ane old provoſt, two old baillies, ane old dean of gild, and ane old thefaurer, two merchant, 
and two trades councillors, and eight deacons of crafts to be elected according to the rules hereby made, 
who ſhall have the adminiſtration and government of the burgh veſted in them alone, except at the annu- 
al elections of magiſtrates, when to them ſhall be joined four extraordinar councellors, viz. two merchants 
and two trades, according to the directions hereby given. Yuarto, For preventing incenveniencies that 
may ariſe to the burgh by baillies, deans of gild, 3 and others, having it in their power to con- 
tinue themſelves in their offices, ar on the councill without any limitation, and for eſtabliſhing harmony 
and friendſhip among the councill and whole community, it is hereby appointed, That no perſon, ſhall be 
capable to be continued in the office of baillie for more as two years together, and ſhall not be capable to 
continue on the councill for more as one year longer in the character of old baillie, untill he be one year 
out of the councill, unleſs he be eleded to the office of dean of gild, or provoſt: That no perſon ſhall be 
capable to be continued in the office of dean of gild for more as tuo years together, and ſhall not be ca- 
pable to continue on the council for more as one year longer in the character of old dean of gild, untill 
he be one year out of the council, unleſs he be elected to the office of a baillie or provoſt : That no perſon 
ſhall be capable to be continued in the office of a theſaurer for more as two years together, and ſhall not be 
capable to continue on the council for more as one year longer in the character of old theſaurer, untill he 
be one year out of the councill, unleſs it ſhall happen that his accounts are ſtated, and no ballance reſting 
by him to the burgh, and that he ſhall be elected to the office of a baillie or dean of gild: That no crack. 
man ſhall be capable to be on the ordinary councill, as a new or old trades councillor for more as three 
years together, untill he be one year out of the councill : That no craftſman ſhall be capable of being e- 
lected a deacon for more as tuo years together, unleſs he be one year out of that office ; and no merchant 
ſhall be capable to continue on the ordinary councill as a merchant counciller, (without ane office or 0- 
Ther character), for more as two years together. pinto For preventing of ſtrife and faction, the ye 
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tent magiſtzates and councill, conſiſting of ſaid fitteen perſons, ſhall; ok Thurſday preceeding Michael- 
maſs 85 proceed to the firſt ſteps of their next atinual election, and ſhall, on Monday ey 
thereafter, finiſh and conclude the fame, conform to the rules herein laid down, and that all ficceeding 
magiſtrats and councills hereby eſtabliſhed ſhall atmually thereafter, on the Tharſday preceeding m_ 

$, proceed to the ſteps of their annual elections, and ſhall finiſh and conclade the fame on the Mon- 
day thereafter, according to the directions herein given. 6, That, an Thurſday preceeding Michael- 
maſs next, the preſent magiſtrates and councill, confiſting of faid ſixteen perſons, ſhall give notice to, and 
appoint the preſent deacons of the eight incorporations following, viz. ſmiths, weavers, wrights, taylors, 
ſhoemakers, bazters, maſſons, and Albers, to aſſemble their corporations at their reſpective uſual places 
of meeting the ſame day. and there and then each of the ſaid corporations to make and conclude on a leet 
or liſt of four of their own number, of beſt character, moſt expert hand labourers in their crafts, burgeſſes 
and freemen of the burgh, and bearing ſcott and lott there; and on the ſame day to deliver theſe leets 
or liſts to the provoſt, or eldeſt magiſtrate in office on the place for the time. 7, That, on Friday 
thereafter, (whether it ſhall happen to be Michaelmaſs day or not), the faid prefent * and coun- 
ill ſhall conveen, and ſhall proceed to examine the ſaid leets or liſts, and out of the faids leets or liſts, 
all make choiſe of two perſons, and ſhall deliver to each of the faid preſent deacons, or their corpora- 
tions reſpective, a liſt of the foreſaĩd two perſons, and the faid corporations, with their ſaid deacons, 
ſhall be obliged to aſſemble the ſame day at their ſaid uſual places of meeting, and to elect one of the a- 
ſoreſaid two perſons to be their deacon for the year enſuing ; and the old deacons, with ſome of the maſ- 
ters of their crafts, ſhall preſent the new deacons to the magiſtrates and councill on the Saturday imme» 
diately thereafter. 8vo, That, on the ſame Saturday, (whether it ſhall happen to be on Michaelmaſs day 
or not), the ſaids preſent magiſtrates and councill, conſiſting of ſixteen perſons as aforeſaid, ſhall afſem- 
ble, and ſhall elect and choiſe two merchants and two trades councillors for the enſuing year, and for 
filling up the ordinary and extraordinary councill, according to the third rule herein laid down, ſhall elect 
and choiſe three merchants in the character of old merchant councillors, and two craftſmen in the cha- 
racter of old trades councillors, and immediately thereafter the ſame day, ſuch of the preſent feven trades 
councillors, as ſhall not be continued in the councill by a new office or character, ſhall be removed from 
the councill during the year enſuing, and the eight new deacons to be choſen and preſented as above, 
ſhall be admitted and received as members of the councill during the enſuing year. gno, That, on Mon- 
day, immediately thereafter the ſaid provoſt, two baillies, dean of ild, theſaurer, nine merchants, and four 


trades councillors old and new, with the eight new deacons, makin twenty-ſix perſons, ſhall conveen, 


and ſhall, out of the number of merchants on the councill, excluſive of the two new merchant conncillors, 
ele& and choiſe a provoſt, two baillies, a dean of gild, a theſaurer, an old provoſt, two old baillies, 
an old dean of gild, and ane old theſaurer for the enſuing year. 10me, That, how ſoon the choiſe of the 
faid five new and five old magiſtrates ſhall be made, as aforeſaid, the four extraordinary councillors, viz. 
two ol the merchants who ſhall not be of the aforeſaid new merchant councill, or who ſhall not be choſen 
to the office of a old or new magiſtrate, and the two craftſmen who are in the character of two old trades 
councillors, ſhall be removed from the councill, the number of the ordinary councill being always to be 
only twenty-two perſons, who are to have the government and adminiſtration of the burgh alone, except 
at the elections of magiſtrates, in manner above provided. 1 1999, That, annually thereafter, on the Thurt- 


day preceding Michaelmaſs, the ſaid ordinary councill, conſiſting of twenty-two perſons, viz. the provoſt, 
two baillies, dean of pa, theſaurer, old provoſt, two old baillies, old dean of gild, old theſaurer, two. 


merchant and two trades councillors, with the eight deacons of crafts, ſhall conveen, and fhall appoint the 
foreſaid eight corporations to afſemble that day, and each of them to make a leet, and to deliver theſe 
leets the ſame day to the provoſt, or eldeſt magiſtrate in the place for the time, preciſely in the manner 
directed in the above fixth article. 12-0, That annually, on the Friday thereafter, the ſaid ordinary 
councill ſhall conveen, and ſhall elect two perſons out of each of the ſaid eight leets, and that ſame day. 
ſhall deliver to each of the faid corporations the reſpective liſts of the foreſaid two perſons ; alſo, that the 
fame day the ſaid corporations ſhall be obliged to aſſemble reſpeRively, and to choiſe one of thoſe two per- 
ſons, to be given them in a liſt from the councill, as their deacon for the enſuing year, and to preſent the. 
new deacons to the magiſtrats and councill on the Saturnday thereafter, preciſely in the manner directed 
by the above ſeventh article. 13, That, on the Saturnday annually, after the election of the ſaid dea- 
cons, the ſaid ordinary councill of twenty-two perſons ſhall conveen, and ſhall elect and choiſe two new 


merchant councillors, and two crafftimen, either as two new trades councillors, or in the character of two 


old ones; and, immediately thereafter, the ſame day, ſhall remove ſuch of the ſaid eight councill deacons 
as hall not be of the new councill deacons, and ſhall receive and admitt the eight new councill deacons, as 
members 
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members of the councill during the enſuing year. 14, That annually, on the Monday thereafter, the 


iA and extraordinary council, conſiſting of twenty-ſix perſons, viz. the provoſt, two baillies, dean 


ind, theſaurer, old provoſt, two. old baillies, old dean of gild, old theſaurer, four merchant and four 


—.— councillors, with eight new deacons of craffts, ſhall conveen, and out of the number of merchants 
on the councill, excluſive of the two new merchant councillors, ſhall ele& and choiſe a provoſt, two bail - 
lies, a dean of gild, a theſaurer, an old provoſt, two old baillies, an old dean, and an old thefaurer, for 
the year enſuing. 15m, That, how ſoon the choiſe of the new and old magiſtrates ſhall be annually made, 
the four extraordinary councillouts ſhall be removed from the ordinary council, in the ſame manner as in 
the above tenth article is provided to be done after the next election of magiſtrates. 164, That if, at any 
of the dyets hereby appointed for the next annual election, or at any of the dyets of all ſucceeding annual 
elections, any member of the ordinary or extraordi councill ſhall happen to be abſent, the preſent and 
ſucceeding councills ſhall ſupply ſuch abſents, by choiſing merchants as proxies for fuch abſent merchants, 
or craffiſmen as proxies for ſuch abſent erafftſmen; or, where a vacancy ſhall happen by death or other- 


wiſe, the preſent and ſucceeding councills ſhall ſupply the ſame, by electing a merchant in place of a mer- 


chant, and a craffiſman in place of a crafftiman. 17m, For eſtabliſhing harmony and tranquillity in the 


burgh, and for preventing inconveniencies that may ariſe from caballing and faction, all meetings and 


convocations of merchants among themſelves, or of crafftſmen among themſelves or with their deacons, 
or of the deacons among themſelves, for canvaſſing, or treating on any part of the adminiſtration of the 
burgh, eſpecially touching any part of the annual ele&ions, are hereby exprefvly diſcharged ; provided ne- 
vertheleſs, that the dean of gild may aſſemble his brethren for doing of their own affairs, according to the 
laws of the gildrie; and that each of the ſaid eight craffts may conveen by themſelves, at their uſual pla- 
ces of meeting, for leeting and choiſing their deacons at the times hereby appointed, and for making of 
maſters, receiving of prentices, for tryal of their handy work, and for mannaging their common ſtocks 
allenarly. 18a, For preventing micheiffs that may ariſe, from concerts or engagements that may be 
made or entered into by ſuch of the councill as are merchants, among themſelves, or by ſuch of the coun- 
cill as are craftſmen, among themſelves, fot influencing or carrying all or any part of ane election out of 
the regular way known by the name of chapeling, whereby members are not at liberty to proceed accor- 
ding to their conſciences, but according to the opinion of a majority, were it never ſo wrong : therefore, 
all ſuch concerts, mae = Ow and chapeling, are hereby expreſsly diſcharged, and declaired to be a 
manifeſt tranſgreſſion of thir preſents ; and the ſaid preſent and ſucceeding magiſtrates and councill are 
hereby requirgd and appointed to proceed in every ſtep of the next and ſucceeding annual elections, pre- 
ciſely according to the rules here laid down, with concord and harmony, and to have always in their view 
the peace and proſperity of the burgh. 1, For preventing any diſpute that may ariſe among the mem- 
bers of the councill, touching precedency in the councill, or elſewhere, by reaſon of the alterations in their 
conſtitution hereby made, it is hereby determined, that, in the councill rolls, the provoſt ſhall be firſt 
called, the two baillies according to their ſeniority next, the dean of gild next, the theſaurer next ; that 


the ſame rule ſhall be obſerved among the five old magiſtrates ; that the two merchant councillors ſhall,. 


according to their ſeniority, be called next to the old treaſurer ; the two trades councillors, according to 
their ſeniority, ſhall be called next; and the eight council deacons ſhall be called next, in the following 


order, viz. ſmith, weaver, wright, tailor, ſhoemaker, baxter, maſon, and fleſher ; and that this regula-- 


tion, concerning precedency in the councill, ſhall take place touching the ſame every where. 20m?, And 
wee the ſaids arbiters do hereby declair, that the former decreet-arbitral, pronounced by the Royal Bur- 


rows the 1oth day of July 1718 years, ſhall remain in full force, except in ſo far as it is hereby varied 
from and altered: And we hereby decera and ordain the parties ſubmitting, and their conſtituents, to 


make theſe preſents their rule in every matter and thing relating to the election of their magiſtrates and 


councill, and to perform and fulfill the ſame, under the penalty mentioned in the foreſaid ſubmiſſion : And 


we appoint, that thir preſents may be regiſtrate, and that execution may be iſſued hereon, in manner as is 
provided in the foreſaid ſubmiſſion. In witneſs whereof, (written on ſtamped paper by William Vaſſie ſer- 


vitor to the ſaid George Irving) we have 17 theſe preſents, place, day, moneth, and year of God fore- 
ſaid, before theſe witneſſes, John Cant cler 


to the two marginal notes written by the ſaid William Va 
at our appointment. Sic ſubſcribitur. Geo. Drummond, Ja. Johnſton, P. Lindſay, James Barclay, Hen. 
Cunninghame, Patrick Erſkine, Arch. M*Aullay, Geo. Irving. Jon. Cant witneſs. Will. Veſſie witneſs. 


of 1 and the ſaid William Vaſſie, witneſſes alſo 
e, and figned by the ſaid George Drummond, 


— 
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Follows the ſubſequent Adi of the Annual Committee of the Royal Boroughs, relative to be 


_ foregoing Decreet-arbitral, appointed to be recorded by Af the 10th July 1725. 


Edinburgh, the twenty-fifth of Auguſt 1724 years; the which day, the preſes of the annual committee 
laid before them ane letter to him from Captain Peter Halkett, one of the council of the burgh of Dum- 
fermling, praying, in their name, that the annual committee would be pleaſed to explain the fixth article 
of the ſett and decreet-arbitral of the ſaid burgh, anent the perſons who are capable of voting in the ma- 
king of leets for deacons, or voting in the elections of deacons: Which being read in preſence of the com- 
mittee, and they having conſidered the ſett and decreet-arbitral of the ſaid burgh, it is their unanimous o- 
Pinion, that none are qualifyed, or can be allowed to vote in _— of the leets for deacons, or to vote in 
electing the deacons of the ſaid burgh, Kcept ſuch perſons as are burgeſſes freemen of the ſaid burgh re- 
ſiding in the place, hand-labourers in their craffts, and bearing ſcott and lott in the burgh ; and appoint 
the ſame to be ſtrictly obſerved in the enſuing elections for deacons in the ſaid burgh. 8 
gon. Drummond preſes, P. Lindſay, St Andrew's, Geo. Irving for Sanquhar, Archibald M*Aulay for 

mbarton. ' | : 


Follows ane other Act of the Annual Committee alſo appointed to be recorded, relative to the 
new Sett of the ſaid Burgh. 


Edinburgh, the ſeventeenth day of September 1724 years; the which day the preſes of the annual com- 
mittee laid before them two ſeveral letters, one from Robert and Mr John Walkers, preſent bailies of the 
burgh of Dumfermling, in name of the town councill of the ſaid burgh, dated the twelfth inſtant, and the 
other from John Wilſon and Robert Anderſon in Dumfermling, dated the ſeventh. inſtant, both praying 
that the annual committee would be pleaſed to ſend one or two of their number to the ſaid burgh of Dum- 
fermling, on Wedneſday the twenty-third inſtant, to overſee the enſuing. elections in the ſaid burgh, and to 
explain what parts of the new deeree-arbitral and ſett of the ſaid burgh may happen to be - contraverted, 
that the ſaid. elections may be carryed on according to the true meaning of the ſaid decreet-arbitral, and 
the peace of the burgh may be eſtabliſhed in all time coming ; which being read in preſence of the com- 
mittee, they appoint Archibald M<Aullay aſſeſſor for the burgh of Dumbarton, George Irving commiſ- 
ſioner for the burgh of Sanquhar and John Hogg aſſeſſor ys burgh of Campleton, or any two of them, 

as a ſub-committee to meet at the-ſaid burgh of 2 upon Wedneſday next being the twenty- 
third inſtant, whom they authorize and empower to determine all differences that may happen in the ſaid 
elections, agreeable to the meaning and intent of the ſaid decreet-arbitral, that the peace of the ſaid burgh 
may be eſtabliſhed in time coming; and ordain all perſons concerned in the ſaid elections to give ready 
obedience to what the-ſaid ſub-committee ſhall ſae determine, conform to the powers given to the annual 
committee by the fourty-ſecond act of the laſt general convention; c ſubſcribitur, Geo. praeſes, 
Geo. Irving for Sanquhar, J. Nimmo for Inverrarie, Archibald M. Aullay for Dumbartown. 


Follows the proceedings of the ſub-committee above named, and ane act of the annual committee 
approving thereof, alſo appointed to be recorded. 


Edinburgh, the tenth day of July, 1725 years. The which day, in preſence of the annual committee, the 
committee appointed to overſee the elections at the burgh of Dumfermling in September laſt, reported, 
that they had mett at the ſaid burgh, upon-the twenty-third day of the ſaid month, and after reading 
the appointment of the annual committee to the magiſtrates of the ſaid burgh, Robert Walker, one of the 
then preſent baillies thereof, produced to them a paper, ſubſcribed by him, as ſpecially empowered by ane 
act of councill of the ſaid burgh, containing ſeven quaeries, touching the ſenſe and meaning of the late 
act of ſett, authorized by the convention of burrows for the ſaid burgh; as alſo, Robert Anderſon mer- 
chant in the ſaid burgh, and William Walker, then preſent deacon of the ſhoemakers, appeared for them- 
ſelves, and on behalf of other craftſmen of Dumfermling, and others, who were partys with the magi- 
ſtrates and town councill, in the ſubmiſſion whereon the ſaid at of ſett proceeded ; and produced to Te 
ſub committee a paper ſubſcribed by them, containing ten quaeries, alſo touching the ſenſe and import 
of the ſaid act of {tt ; to all which quaeries, they, the committee, mett at the ſaid burgh of Dumferm- 


ling, | 


* 
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did then give their opinion and anſwers in writing ; nnd which ren! quaeries,'with the opigicn, of 

hp thereanent, being this day read in preſence of the annual committee, they find, that 
the anſwers given by the ſub-committee to the ſeveral quaeries above mentioned, are agreeable to the new 
ſett inted for the ſaid burgh of Dumiermling, and to the true meaning and intent thereof; and there- 
fore, the annual committee approve of the opinion and report of the ſaid ſub-committee thereanent, and 
appoint the ſaid quaeries and proceedings of the ſub-committee; with the acts relative thereto, to be re · 
corded in the regiſter appointed for the ſetts of the royall burrows, and extracts thereof to be given out to 
all partys concerned, who ſhall require the ſame; and of which quaeries and anſwers, the tenor follows : 
Quaeries offered to the ſub-committee of the royal burrows, by the town council of aurnazagyr jp. imo, 
In caſe of the death of a provoſt, or old provoſt, in ane interval betwixt elections, Qzaeritur, if the ordi- 
nary councill ſor the time may not choiſe a provoſt or ane old provoſt in their roome to bear theſe offices, 
till the Michaelmaſs next thereafter, the provoſt or eld provoſt ſo choſen, being only merchant or gild 
brother of the burgh. 246, In caſe a provoſt or old provoſt be abſent at any meeting of the councill, 
Ouaeritur, If the councill may not choice a 1 to vote for them in their abſence, though the proxzie 
Have no other qualifications, but of being either merchant or gild brother of the burgh ; by the decreet 
arbitral, none can he elected on the leet of four, nor elected deacon of a craft, but — 2 in their 
craft ; and, by the act of the annual committee, none can be allowed to vote in the leet for deacons, nor 
for deacons, but hand-labourers in their crafts. 3%, Duaritur, primo, if ane burgeſs freeman of a 
craft, who is an inhabitant, and pays ceſs, though he was never capable to work in that craft, or who 
never exerced that craft, can be reckoned a ban iabowrer in that craft, ſoe as to be qualified to vote in 
the election of deacons, or to be choſen a deacon ? 4%, Nuarritur, ſecunds, If a burgeſs or freeman of a 
croft, who is inhabitant and pays ceſs, and is capable to work in that croft, and actually exerciſed that 
croft for ſeveral years, though he do not now work at his croſt, can ſtill be reckoned a hand labourer, foe 
as to be qualified to vote in the election of deacons, or to be choſen a deacon ? 5, Quaeritur, If a bur- 
gels and freeman of a croft, who is inhabitant and hand · labourer in his croft, but is a militia-man of the 
burgh, can be allowed to vote in the election of a deacon, or can be choſen a deacon? 6to, In caſe any 

contraverſy ſhall happen anent the qualifications of the voters at the election of the leet of four, or at the 
elections of deacons, ſoe as to occaſion a contraverted election, Qgaeritur, Whether the conveener court, 
A was formerly uſual, or, in caſe of appeal from them, the magiſtrats ak counci}, ſhall ſommarly decide 
the contraverfy ? mo, David Dalglet and Andrew Duncan, complain that they and ſome other craftf- 
men have been (by a vote of their reſpeQive corporations) turned off their trade, and not allowed to meet 
with them, or vote in their affairs, for no reaſon but their owning their conveener, and the deacons and 
conjuncts whom the committee of the convention of burrows found duly elected, and they being inform- 
ed that they are to be debarred from a vote at the enſuing election of deacons, and leet for deacons ? 
_ Duaritur, Whether they can be juſtly debarred from their free vote? And its humbly defired the honour- 
able committee may order the rectification of ſuch abuſes, / fubſeriditur, R. Walker. Quaeries upon the 
new ſett of the burgh of Dumfermling, to be laid before the committee of the general convention of the 
royal burrows, by Robert Anderfon and William Walker: 1, Qnaeritur, If, or not, by the fecond article 
of the ſett, the electors of preſent and old provoſt, are allowed to extend theſe offices to perſons without 
the burgh, and to the electing of baillies who are not merchants and actual traffecters within the burgh, 
contrair to the act James Ich Parliament 6th c. 8oth, and James VIth' Parliament 2oth cap. 8th? 20h, 
_ If a provoſt or old provoſt may be continued during life, or what number of years? 370, Anent the 
fourth article, Quaeritur, How many years a merchant counciller may continue on the councill, and if, 

or not, they may circulat the offices of magiſtracy among themſelves ; and if there is a neceſſity that ſome 
of the merchant. councillors goe off the councill annually ? Puaeritur, How many, and how, and after 
what manner they are to be voted out, and others elected in their roome. As to the explanation of the 
« fi xth article, dated 25th Auguſt 1724, by which it's provided, That none are qualified, or can be al- 
« lowed to vote in making of the leets for deacons, or to vote in the electing of deacons, except burgeſſes 
« freemen of the burgh reſiding therein, hand- labourers in their crafts, and aring ſcott and lott.“ imo, 
Sceing dyers, Nr glaſiers, ſclaiters, and ſaidlers, are none of them diſlinct incorporations, nor are 
any of them reſtricted to enter with a particular trade, but may exerce their handy-crofts within Durgh, 
without being entered with any corporation, Puaeritur, If any of thoſe who are entered with a particular 
corporation, can be allowed to vote in the electing of a deacon, for that trade with whom they are incor- 
porat ? 2de, Quaeritur, If militia-men, who are actual tradeſmen, are capable to elect, or be elected 
. deacons? 3tio, Puaeritur, If the town officers are capable to ele? &c. 40, If the town cuſtomer is ca- 
_ Pable to elect? &c. 570, If perſons, who for 8 receive charity for the ſubliſtence of their familys, 


A 
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are capable to ele& ? 6to, If perſons, who have formerly laid aſide their trade, and who have no ſhops of 
their own, and who work in their neighbour's ſhops now and then, to obtain a vote at the elections, are 


capable to elect? ue, If the votes run equal in making up of the leets, or electing of a deacon, Puae- 


rityr, How the ſame ſhall be determined, and if the preſent deacon, who may be ſuppoſed a party, is to 
have the firſt vote of the trade, and likeways the deciſive vote, in caſe of an equality ? 8, If ane actual 
tradeſman, who is, living in family with his father, is capable to elect? ge, Whereas, by the ſixteenth. 
article, it is ided, that in caſe a vacancy ſhall happen by death or otherways, the preſent and ſucceed- 

ing councill ſupply the ſame, by eleQing a merchant in place of a merchant, and a craftſman in place 
of a craftſman, Puacritur, In caſe a deacon ſhall happen to dye, if the councill ſhall choiſe a deacon for 
that corporation tor the reſt of the year then to run ? 109, If a perſon, who is abſent, can ſubſtitute by 
a write under his hand, to vate in his ſtead, or to leave his vote in wryte ? Sic fubſcribitur, Robert Ander- 
Jon, William Walker. 


Follows the opinion and anſwers of the ſub-committee of the Royal Burrows, met at the burgh 
of Dumfermling upon the twenty-third day of September 1724, to the foregoing quaeries. 


The which day, the ſaid ſub-committee, having fully conſidered the act of ſett of the ſaid burgh, with 
the act of the annual committee relative thereto, ted the twenty-fyfth day of Auguſt, together with the 
quaeries offered by the magiſtrates and town councill, do find, m, That, on the event of the death of a 
provoſt or old provoſt, in the intervalls betwixt elections, their offices may be ſupplied, the provoſt by the 
ordinary and extraordinary councill, conſiſting of twenty-ſix perſons, that is, two baillies, dean of gild, 
theſaurer, old provoſt, two old baillies, old dean of gild, old theſaurer, two merchant, and two trades 
councillors, two old merchant, and two old trades councillors, who voted in the election immediatey pre- 
ceeding, or proxies, in caſe of any of their abſence or death, a proxie for the provoſt deceaſt, together 
with the eight deacons of crafts, The old provoſt may be elected by the ordinary councill, or their quo- 
rum. That no other qualifications are neceſſary to theſe, than the qualifications directed by act of ſett, 
which is, that they be either merchant or gild brother. 2d, That the abſence of a provoſt or old provoſt, 
at any meeting of the councill, other than the meetings appointed by the act of ſett for the different ſteps 
of the annual election, needs not to be ſupplyed by a proxie. That at the meetings appointed for the dif- 
ferent ſteps of the annual elections, the abſence of any member muſt be ſupplyed by a prozie, who muſt 
be qualifyed according to the qualifications required by the act of ſett to be in the perſon whom he repre- 
ſents. 3tio, That all ſuch perſons, who are named in the ſealls of cauſes granted to the ſeveral incorpo- 
rations, and who reſide and bear ſcott and lott, muſt be deemed members, and capable of electing or be- 
ing elected a deacon, they being in the real exerciſe of the imployment or craft, which they exerciſed at 
the granting of the ſeals of cauſe. 47, That all craftſmen, during their not being in the real exerciſe of 
their craft, or in the exerciſe of the imployment which they exerciſed when the ſeals of cauſe were ted, 
though reſiding and bearing ſcot and lott, are incapable of electing or being eleQed. 5to, t ſuch 
craftimen as are militia-men, are incapable of electing or being elected deacon, becauſe they bear no ſcott 
nor lott, are ſervants to the burgh, and preſumed to be under the influence of the magiſtrates ind coun- 
cill. 6to, That the decifion of all contraverſies that ſhall ariſe, touching the leiting for, or electing 
of deacons, belongs to the magiſtrates and couneill, and not to the deacon conveener's court as formerly. 
7mo, That the cognizance of the complaint entered by David Dalgleiſh and Andrew Duncan, does not 
appear to be comprehended under the powers ted to the ſub-committee. However, ſince their opi- 
nion thereof is aſkett, they humbly think that the ſaid David Dalgleiſh and Andrew Duncan, their adhe - 
rence to their conveener and his court, is no reaſon relevant to infer a deprivation of their titles to be 
members of their incorporations, but that their incorporation's procedure againſt them therein is illegal and 
unwarrantable, and that they have ſtill a right of eleQing or being elected deacons : And the ſub-commit- 
tee _— alſo conſidered the foreſaid quaeries offered by the ſaid Robert Anderſon and William Walker, 
with the foreſaid act of ſett and act of the annual committee, they find, 199, That, by the ſecond article 
of ſett, any perſon who is a merchant or gild-brother, though he do not reſide, is capable of being eleted 


| provoſt or old provoſt : That no perſon is capable to be elected to the office of a baillie, but he who is a 


merchant or gild brother, reſiding and bearing ſcott and lott. 24s, That a provoſt or old provoſt muſt be 
annually elected; but there is no limitation as to the time of their continnance in theſe offices : 3tis, That 
merchant councillors muſt be annually choſen, and cannot continue on the councill as ſuch longer than two 
years together : That they are capable to be choſen to the office of new or old magiſtrate, under the limj- 
tations and directions mentioned in the faid act of ſett: That two merchants, who are not new merchant 


ccancillors, . 
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councillors, and who are not elected to the office of ane old or new magiſtrate, muſt go off the conncill an- 


nually, ſo ſoon as the annual elections of magiftrats and old magiſtrats are finiſht, in the manner directed 


by the tenth artiele of the ſett. 4%, That ſuch perſons as are dyers, glovers, glaſſiers, ſclaiters, ſaidlers, 
or of employments other than the eight incorporate craffts or deaconrys, who are originally membexs of 
theſe ts, by being named in the ſeals of cauſes granted to them, and who are in the real exerciſe of theſe, 
other employments, which they exerciſed when the ſeals of cauſe were granted, and who reſide and bear 
ſcott and lott, are capable of electing and * Sauas. deacons: That all other perſons who are of em- 
ployments different from the crafft wherein they are entered members, and who are not named in the 
ſealls of cauſes, are incapable of electing or being elected deacon ; becauſe theſe ſeals of cauſes doe not au- 
ho are not of their own crafft and employment. 5, That 

militia-men and town · officers are incapable of electing or being elected a deacon, though actual craffiſmen- 
uring their holding of theſe offices, becauſe they are preſumed to be under the influence of the magiſtrates 
and councill : That James Walker preſent deacon of the wrights, and preſent tackſman of the town's cuſ- 
toms, may conveen his incorporation, in order to make a leet for and eleQing of a deacon, according to 
the rules laid down by the act of ſett ; but that he, nor no other tradeſman, while they collect or farm the 
town's cuſtoms, ſhould be capable hereafter to be lected for or elected a deacon, or to be a trades coun- 
cillor, but only ſhould be capable to vote in the leeting and electing a deacon : That perſons who are indi- 
ent, and in uſe to receive charity, are incapable of eſecting or being elected deacons, while they contigue 
in theſe circumſtances. 6, That a crafftſman, while he has laid aſide the exerciſe of his craft, is inca- 
pable of electing or being elected a deacon: That while a crafftſman has not a ſhop of his own wherein he 


wor ks, for at leaſt the ſpace of three months preceeding ane annual election, and is not ſented for his trade, 


mult be preſumed to have laid afide his crafft. qmo, That the deacon, in leeting for or electing of a dea- 
con, vote firſt ; and, when the votes run equal, that the deacon ſhould have alſo the deciſive vote: That 
the late deacon, in abſence of the preſent deacon, ſhall afſemble his incorporation for leeting and electing 
as aforeſaid, and ſhall preſide and act as deacon, and have the deciſive vote, in caſe of ane equality of votes, 
as the deacons. 8vo, That a crafftſman, living in family with his father, and who is in the real exerciſe 
of his craft, and ſtented therefore, is capable of electing or being elected a deacon. gno, That, on the 
death of a deacon, the old deacon or box-maſter ſhould conveen his incorporation, and make a leet of four, 
and deliver the ſame into the councill : That the councill ſhould choice two out of that four : That the 
incorporation ſhould choiſe a deacon out of that two, who is to be received in the terms of the a& of ſett 
for the remaining ſpace of that year. 10ms, That no member of the councill, ordinary or extraordinary, 
can ſupply his own abſence by his appointing a proxie for himſelf ; but the abſence of any member in any 
ſteps of the annual elections, muſt be ſupplied by a proxy to be appointed by the councill, according to the 
directions in the act of ſett; and the ſub-committee recommended unity and harmony to all the perſons 


Dumbarton, Geo. Irving for Sanquhar. 


concerned, as they regarded the peace and welfare of their burgh /ic fubſcribiter, Archd. M*Aulay for 


In the annual committee of the Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh the gth day of July 1731 


years, 


The which day, the committee elected Patrick Lindſay, Eſq; preſent lord provoſt of Edinburgh, to be 
their preſes. The ſame day, the committee having, conform to a remitt of the laſt general convention to 
them, taken into their conſideration the petition of James Smith deacon of the incorporation of ſmyths of 
the burgh of Dumfermling, for himſelf, and in name and behalf of the remanent members of the ſaid in- 
corporation, craving, that the convention would, by their act, declair, That, under the denomination of 
{myths were comprehended blackſmyths, copperſmy ths, peutherers, ſaidlers, lockſmyths, cutters, lorimers 
or ſpurriers, gunſmyths, white-iron ſmyths, ſword-ſlippers, and belt · makers, and to allow the ſaid ſeveral 
above-mentioned arts, in common, the privilege of electing and being elected deacons of the ſaid incor - 
poration of ſmyths, in all time coming, conform to the antient, conſtant, and uniforme cuſtom of the ſaid 
burgh of Dumfermling; and they having alſo conſidered the laſt ſott of the ſaid burgh, and the ſubſe- 
quent queries, and the anſwers made by the committee mett at Dumfermling to the ſaid queries, with the 
act of the town-council of the ſaid burgh made thereanent, upon the 5th of July inſtant, the committee 
are of opinion, That any freeman tradefman exerciſing any trade, who were lawfully incorporated, and 
were in uſe as ſuch to vote in the election of deacon, before the laſt ſett dated the 13th day of July 1724 
years, may ſtill ele, and be elected as deacon of the incorporation in which they are now freemen, and 


At 
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At Edinburgh, the 20th day of Fuly 1733 years. 
The which day, the annual committee of the Royal Burrows having heard the petition in name of the 
wrights and coupars of Dunifermling, by the deacon of the ſaid inco tion, remitted to them by the 
general convention, with the anſwers Sven in thereto ; as alſo a commiſſion to the petitioners, ſigned by a 
great many of the incorporation; and the ſaid petitioners being interrogate, if this was purſued upon the 
public charges of the ſaid incorporation, or at the charge of the perſons granting commiſſion for that ef- 
te&? they declared, in preſence of the committee, That the ſaid incorporation ſhould be burdened with 
no part of the ſaid charge; and the committee having alfo heard a letter from the baillies and council of 
the ſaid burgh thereanent, they ſub-committ to the burghs of Edinburgh, St Andrew's, Bruntifland, and . 
Sanquhar, to conſider the ſett of the ſaid burgh, with the former procedure of the committee and ſub- ik 
committee upon a former complaint, and to prepare ane opinion thereupon es the next meeting of F 
the committee: Accordingly, the foreſaid ſub · committee, appointed to conſider the petition of John Hut - + 
ton deacon of the incorporation of the wrights of Dumfermling, in name of the faid incorporation, upon 7 
the third day of Auguſt following, reported, That they having confidered the fame, with the anfwers made 
thereto by James Noble and James Clerk ſclaiters there, and others of the ſame incorporation, and haying 
alſo confidered the ſett of the faid burgh, dated the 13th of Joly 1724, witE the 4th article of the pro- 
ceedings of a ſub-committee met at — 4 —＋ dated the 23d day of September the ſaid year, to 
ther with ane act of the annual committee, dated the gth of July 1731, all referred to in the faid petition 
and anſwers, were humbly of opinion, That, fince it does not appear that the ſaid incorporation had, by 
their ſeal of canſe, a power to aſſume glaziers and fclaiters, or any other bye-art, therefore, ſuch aſſump- 
tion is invalid and ineffectual, unleſs the want of ſach power had been ſupplied by the acquieſcence and 
homologation of rhe magiſtrats and town-council of Dumfermling ; but, fince it does appear from the an- 
fwers, and uncontradidted by the petitioners, that, in the ſeal of cauſe, there are ſeveral perſons original 
members, who were glaziers, anceſtors to ſome of the prefent anſwerers, and who had been the office of 
deacon, and that ſclaiters and glaizers have been in uſe to choice and be choſen deacons, and bear other 
publick offices in the ſaid incorporation, and that there is nothing in the late ſett contradictory thereto, and 
that the ſame has been acquieſced in and homologated by the ſaid magiſtrates and town-council, as is 
vouched by a miſſive letter from the ſaid magiſtrates and town-council, addrefled to the preſes of the an- 
waal committee, bearing date the 19th of July laſt ; therefore, that the'glaziers, ſclaiters, and other bye- 
arts, who were aſſumed by the ſaid incorporation, and owned and acknowledged as ſuch by the ſaid ma- 
giſtrates and town-council, as aforeſaid, and who are in the real exerciſe of their employments, and Who 
reſide and bear fcott and lott in the burgh, are capable of electing and being elected deacons of the incor- 
poration of wrights of Dumfermling, and the other offices of the faid incorporation; which report, and 
the writes therein referred to, being conſidered by the annual commitree, they approve of the ſaid report, 
and find, decern, and declare accordingly.—Extratted from the records of the general convention of the 
Royal Burrows of Scotland, upon this and the forty-five preceding pages, by me their conjunct general 


clerk. | | 
JOHN DUN DAS. 
+ W. | 
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Gun, about 200. i * 
Henirors. The number of heritors who are not burgeſſes, is not mentioned; but theſe and the hono- 

rary burgeſſes are {aid to amount together to 120. p 
IncorPORATIONS, 8; and the number of members connected with them is about 365. 
InHABITANTS, about 6000. 


INVERKEITHING. 


"THE ecuneil conſiſts of fifteen perſons at leaſt, viz. the provoſt, two-baillies, the dean of guild, and 
- wreafurer, and ten or moe inhabitants burgeſſes. They proceed in their elections thus: Upon — 
ninth day of September yearly, the magiſtrates and old council meets in the forenoon within their tolbuith, 


* 


— 
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and when theſe of the old council, who are deſirous of ane eaſe, have dimitted their offices, they chooſe as 
many new councillors in their roome to * * the number; and, firſt, they elect the provoſt, then leets 
five of the councill, and chooſes. two out of them baillies for the enſuing year ; next leets three, and chooſes 
the dean of guild; and laſt two, and chooſes the treaſurer, all ſwearing the oaths de fideli and ſecrecie, and 
taking and figning the publick oaths, &. for the time ordered to be taken, and the burrow letter anent 
elects read immediately thereafter. | 125 

The above ſett has been the? ordinary of this burgh theſe forty years bygone and vpwards, as witneſs 
our hands the preſent bailies thereof, at Innerkething, the ſixteenth day of June 1709 years ; fc ſubſcribi- 
tur, Wm. Henderſom Ja. Dudgeon. . | 12 | 

In the general convention of the royal burrows of Scotland, holden at Edinburgh, the tenth day of July 
1716; the which day, the convention having heard a petition from the magiſtrates and council of the 
burgh of Innerkeithing, deſiring the approbation and ratification of the royal burrows to ane act of their 
town council, for the better regulating of their elections in time coming, dated the ninth day of July inſt. 
and having heard the ſaid act read in their preſence, they ratified and approved thereof for the rule of e- 
lection of their magiſtrates in time coming, and ordained the ſaid act to be recorded in the borrow court 
books, after diſſolving of this preſent convention; and of which act the tenor follows: At Iunerkeithing. 
« the ninth day of July 1916 years; the which day, the provoſt, baillies, and town council of the ſaid 
* burgh, taking to their conſideration the preſent rule and ſett, eſtabliſhing the manner of election of 
magiſtrates and town council within the burgh, and finding that many inconveniencies has happen - 
ed b reaſon that the ſett is not expreſt as to the time the magiſtrates can continue in their office; and 
in regard that it is the practice of the molt part of the well regulate burrows within this kingdom to 
« change their office-bearers annually, or once in the two years at fartheſt ; for preventing of Which in- 
« conyeniencies in time coming, and that the magiſtrates within burgh may be putt upon the ſame footing 
% of the other burrows of this kingdom; and that the inhabitants of this burgh may have acceſs to ſerve 
« in the office of magiſtracy in their turn, according to their capacity, the magiſtrates and council, mine 
« contradicente, enacts and ordains, that, in all time coming, no man ſhall be capable of bearing the office 
« of bailie, dean of gild, or treaſurer, within burgh, longer than for the ſpace of two years after his being 
4 elected: But at the annual election after the faid ſpace, the baillies and council ſhall be holden and 
« obliged to proceed to election of other well qualified perſons in their room. And furder enaQts and or- 
&« dains, that no man ſhall be capable of being elected baillie, dean of guild, or treaſurer, unleſs he has been 
in the office of a common counciler immediately for two years before, and that none can be vlected either 
« baillie or dean of guild but thoſe who have been treaſurer or in the ſame office before; and appoints 
« John Caul, their preſent commiſſioner to the convention of the royal burrows, preſently fitting at Edin- 
« burgh, to apply for the ratification of this preſent act, whereupon the ſame is ſigned by us, day, month, 
4 place, and year of God above written; fc /ubſcribitur, Roſeberrie p. John Cant, James Steedman, bail- 
« lies, William Deas dean-of guild, James Bowers treaſurer, Francis Henderſon, Robert Main, Thomas 
« Anderſon, John Deas, James Graham, Geo, Smiton, John Craich, William Hodge, James Stenhouſe, 
« councilers. . ExtraQted by ( fc ſub/cribitur) William Charters dept.” 

In the general convention of royal burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the ninth day of July 1717 the 
which day, upon application from the burgh of Inverkeithing,. the convention allowed the faid burgh to 
chooſe ſuch perſons to be treaſurers of their ſaid burgh as they ſhall think fit, although the faids perſons 
have not been two years upon their council, any thing in the contrary in the former ſett notwithſtanding. 

Edinburgh, the ſeventh day of July 1742 years; S which day, in the general convention of the royal 
boroughs of Scotland, the committee, to whom the petition given in by Andrew Tulloch, and other dea- 
cons of the incorporations of the town of Innerkeithing was remitted, reported, that they having conſidered 
the ſame, and alſo having feen a petition from the dean of gild, and ane extract from the guild court books, 
all craving that the five deacons of eraffts, viz.: hammermen, weavers, baxters, tailors, and ſhoemakers, 
might be admitted councilers of the ſaid burgh of Innerkeithing yearly, ex officio, they were of opinion, that 
the convention ſhould ratify and approve of the ſame, under the proviſions following, which is in the 
terms of the dean of gild's and gildry their petition, viz. that the ſaid deacons ſhall have no conveener. 
2do, That the number of gild councillers ſhould exceed the number of trades councillers : And, 3tio, That 
the deacons, hereafter to be elected, ſhall be elected conform to the ſett of the burgh in all points. Which 


report being conſidered by the convention, they approve of the report, and appoint this a& to-be recorded, 


40 
40 
40 


with the ſetts of the burrou s, after diſſolving this convention. Extracted by, &c. 
K CU LRRO S8. 
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b AT Culroſs, the 1ſt day of September, 1658. The whilk day the commiſſioners of burrows after na- 
med, to witt, David Wilkie dean of gild of Edinburgh, Thomas Kincaid chirurgeon, burgeſs there, Mr 
Thomas Paterſon late dean of gild 0 Perth, Duncan Nairn dean of gild of Stirling, Andrew Glen pro- 
voſt of Linlithgow, David Seton late baillie of Burntiſland, and William Walker provoſt of Dumferm- 
ling. In obedience to the act of burrows made in the general convention at Edinbfgh, in July laſt, im- 
powering the ſaids commiſſioners to conveen at the ſaid burgh of Culroſs, for ſettling of the number and 
quality of their toun councill, and for the well of the merchant trade of the ſaid burgh, conform to the 
order contained in their electione. That the magiſtrates and councill of the ſaid burgh, at their next e- 
lection, elect ane dean of gild in the ſaid burgh, as is at more length contained in the ſaid act of burrows ; 

I the ſaids commiſſioners, aſter mature deliberatione upon true information of the condition of the ſaid 
burgh, and of the number and quality of the burgeſſes and inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, have thought 
fitt, that the town councill, (the magiſtrates being included), ſhall conſiſt of the number of nineteen per- 

- ſons in all time coming: To witt, twelve merchants, whereof there is always to be fix who are, or have 
been actual traſſiking merchants, and the other fix to conſiſt of ſea-faring men, inland traders, as 
maltmen and wine vintners, and ſuch as are not under the corporation of ane deacon, being always bur- 
gelles and inhabitants within the burgh, bearing all portable charges with their neighbours ; and the 
craftſmen to conſiſt of ſeven, which makes up the full number of nineteen, of which craftſmen there be 
five of them deacons of crafts for the time, and tuo councilers ; all which ſeven are to elected and choſen 
councilers yearly by the town council. The whole magiltrates and treaſurer are to be choſen ycarly out 
of the number of the foreſaid twelve merchants, excepting one baillie to be choſen yearly out of the fore - 
faid ſeven crafts councillers, providing he be not for that year both baillie and deacon ; and the whole 
ſeven deacons to have ane vote at the yearly election of the magiſtrates ; and the moderator of the town 
couhcil for the time to have two votes at the yearly election, if need beis: And the ſaids commiſſioners 
decerns and ordains, That the haill premiſſes be keeped inviolably as ane conſtant rule for the election 
of the magiſtrates and council in all time coming; and ordains this at and ordinance to be inſert and re- 
giſtrat in the town council books of Culroſs. And, as to the eſtabliſhing of the gildrie, the perſons com- 
miſſioners doe earneſtly recommend to the magiſtrates and town councill, at their next election, to elect 
and choſe ane dean of gild and his council, conform to the act of the burrows foreſaid, and the dean of 
gild to be choſen out of the number of the foreſaid twelve merchants, and his council to conſiſt of four 
gild brethren, with the foreſaid dean of gild. As alſo, the ſaids commiſſioners, conſidering the great in- 
tereſt of the Earl of Kinkardine his family in this place, and for the more unanimous and peaceable per- 
formance and oncarrying of the premiſſes, do heereby appoint the commiſſioners of Edinburgh, Brunt- 
iſland, Linlithgow, or any two, or more of them, to deal with, and inform Alexander Bruce brother- 
german to the-ſaid noble Earl, of the burrows their ordinance, that he may be inſtrumental for promo» 
ting and advancing the ſame. Sic ſuhſcribitur, Da. Wilkie, Tho. Kinkaid, Duncan“ Nairn, Mr John Pa- 
terſon, Andrew. D. Seton, Will. Walker. Extractum per me, /ic ſubſcribitur, IL Maſon clerk. Ex- 


traced, &c* 
EY JOHN DUNDAS 
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. IN che: general convention of the royal burrows, holden at the burgh of Edinburgh, upon the roth day 
of July, 1710 years, by the commiſſioners therein conveened. The which day, the convention, anent the 
repreſentation given in be George Hill. late baillie of Queensferry, for himſelf, and in name of ſeveral o- 

* thers of the ſaid- burgh, complaining of undue election of magiſtrates in e at Michaelmaſs laſt, 
and anent the e pg in to the ſaid repreſentation for James Dalgleiſh. late baillie of the. ſaid. 
burgh, for himſelf, in name of ſeveral other burgeſſes and inhabitants thereof, The convention, in. 
the firlt place, ordered both parties to enad themſelves to ſtand. to their determination: Which being 75 
| cordingly: : 


* 


2 1 


Aa 


cordingly done, the convention decerned and ordained the preſent magiſtrates and council of the faid 
burgh to continue till Michaelmaſs next, and remitted to the committee appointed to ſitt, after diſſolving 
of this preſent convention, to make a ſett to be the rule of election of the magiſtrates and council of the 
ſaid burgh in time coming, from and after the ſaid term of Michaelmaſs next, and recommended to the 
burghs of Edinburgh, Linlithgow, Inverkeithing, and Dumfermling, or any one of them, to ſee the ſaid: 
ſett duly obſerved, and ordained them to report their dilligence to the next general convention. 


: Sett of the Burgh. 


In the committee of the royal burrows, holden at the _ of Edinburgh upon the 19th day of July 
1710 years, the which day the committee having conſidered the repreſentation given in to the laſt general 
convention, by George Hill late baillie of Queensferry, for himſelt and in name of ſeveral others of the 
ſaid burgh, complaining of ane undue election of magiſtrates in Queensferry at Michaelmaſs laſt, with the 
anſwers given in to the ſaid repreſentation for James Dalgleiſh late baillie of the faid burgh, for himſelf 
and in name of ſeveral other burgeſſes and inhabitants there, with the ſaids parties ſubmiſhon to the con- 
vention, and their committee's determination, and remitt by the convention to the ſaid committee, by tlie 
oth act of the ſamen, to make a ſett, to be the rule of election of the magiſtrates and council of the ſaid 
urgh in time coming, from and after the ſaid term of Michaelmaſs next, and having fully heard both 
parties upon the ſaid matter, the ſaid committee decerned and ordained the following ſett to be the only 
rule of the election of the magiſtrates and council of the ſaid burgh of Queensferry, from and after the 
term of Michaelmaſs next; of which ſett the tenor follows: /mprimis, That the old cuſtom of the burgh, 
in the matter of election of their magiſtrates and countil, to be inviolably obſerved as to the number of 
electors, whereof eighteen councilers and fourteen burgeſſes, two or three of the deacons being of that 
number: Item, That the quality of the eleQors be, that the two parts thereof be ſeamen, and the third 
landmen burgeſſes, inhabitants bearing ſcott and lott : fem, That the magiſtrates and council to be 
elected conſiſt of the ſame ſpecies : Item, That the ſtent · imaſters, whereof fix are ordinarily the number, 
conſiſt of four ſeamen and two landmen, of which number there ſhall be ane old magiſtrate, if he can be 
had in the burgh, and the ſaid ſtent · maſters ſhall be choſen by the council: Item, That all the ſaids per- 
ſons be ſworn, at the time of their elections, to be faithful in their ſeveral offices: Item, That, in time co - 
ming, one of the forefaids baillies, who are ſeamen, ſhall be obliged to attend their poſt during that year 
wherein they are elected: Item, That, for preſerving the policy of the burgh, in caſe ſo many ſeamen 
ſhall not be found in the burgh as will make up the two-thirds of the electors, in that caſe, and no other- 
wiſe, landmen may be elected to ſupply their place: em, That no new burgeſs ſhall be aſſumed within 
the ſaid burgh until Michaelmaſs, that the election may proceed at that time of the burgeſſes and inhabi- 
tants now belonging to the place: Item, That, upon Tueſday preceding Michaelmaſs, being the 26th day 
of September next, the election, expreſsly conform to the conditions above written, ſhall proceed by the 
poll of the burgeſſes, and in all time thereafter the elections are to be according to the former old cuſtome 
of elections: Item, That two or three of the deacons of craffts mbſt be always three of the foreſaid elec» 
tors of magiſtrates and council, and ſhall be two or three of the council over and above the foreſaid eigh - 
teen councilers, and ſo making up in haill twenty or twenty- one councilers: Item, In cafe of the abſence 
of any of the twenty or twenty-one councilers, at the election, the magiſtrates and council prefent ſball fill 
up the vacant places with inhabiting trading burgeſſes, to make up the quantity and quality of the coun» 
eil, viz. two parts ſeamen, and one part landmen, of the eighteen councilers, beſides the two or three 
deacons of incorporations ; and in caſe any warned to be of the number of the fourteen, aſſumed to the 
council to make up the number of thirty-two, refuſe to come, that then the council ſhall ſupply the vac- 
cancies, by choſing proxies in their roome : Item, That the commiſſioners of the burghs of Edinburgh, 
Linlithgow, Inverkeithing, and Dumfermling, or any of them, attend the ſaid election the ſaid foreſaid: 
day, for preventing of all diſorder and conſuſion that may happen in the foreſaid election. Extracted, &c. 
| JOHN D. UND AS. 
J. W. | 
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ST ANDRE WS, 
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ST AND R E WS. 


THE councill of St Andrew's conſiſts of twenty - nine perſons, (beſide the clerk) who all, at their entry 
and admiſſion, take the oath de fideli adminiſtratione, which is found amongſt the ancient regiſters belong- 
ing to the city. | ; 

he counſell are as follows : The provoſt, for the time always præſes of the counſell, dean of gild, four 

: baillies, the treaſurer, all gild brethren, other fourteen gild brethren, the deacon conveener of trades, and 

s the ſeven deacons of trades following,” to witt, the deacons of the ſmiths, wrights, baxters, taillors, ſhoe- 
makers, weavers, and fleſhers. | 7 os 

The council, thus conſtitute, do meet at the præſes or magiſtrat's order, intimate to them by the com- 
mon ſerjeands or town: officers, as oft as the commone affairs of the burgh do require. Upon the Wed- 
neſday next before or after the 24th day of September yearly, the council conveens by order, as aforeſaid, 
where, in order to the election, firſt, tryal is taken how many of the counſellers for the former year are 
dead, and (if their places have not been filed formerly) the council proceeds, by leit and voting, to ap- 
Point others in their roome ; and accordingly theſe being choſen, are appointed to be warned to compear 
on Friday thereafter, to accept and make faith, This is called, by the counſell books, the making up of 
the old counſell. Then the ſamen Wedneſday, the counſell, by leit and voice, choice other three coun- 

-ſellors, who continue in that employment the haill ſubſequent year ; theſe are appointed to be warned, by 
the common ſerjeands, to compear the ſaid Friday immediately following, to accept, and make faith de _ 
fideli adminifiratione ; and theſe are called the three new counſellers, till the election be over. 4 
Upon the Friday immediately after the ſaid Wedneſday, and is alwiſe before or upon Michael maſs day 
the 2gth day of September, the counſell, by order of the magiſtrats, are conveened in the tolbuith of the 
city, and there, firſt of all, theſe choſen for making up the old counſell are called to compear, accept, and 
make faith de fidels adminiftratione, by taking _ ſwearing the oath above mentioned. Thereafter, the 
three new counſellers are alſo called to compear, accept, and make faith de fideli admini/tratione, by taking 
the ſame oath; then theſe counſellers proceed to the leeting of the perſons for the following offices, to 
witt, the provoſt, dean of guild, baillies, and treaſurer: In this manner, the provoſt (if preſent) being 
always preſes, with conſent of the other magiſtrats, names two other perſons with himſelf to be on the 
provoſt's leet of the grave, wiſe, loyall, and moſt ſubſtantiall neighbours, inhabitants, gild brethren with- 
in the city, or burgeſſes who are ſome way traffickers and merchants, and ordinarly have born that ſame 
or ſome other office within the city, and who have ſerved ſometime at the leaſt as counſellor ;; but ſeldom 
are any named to be on the provolt's leet, who are that year either dean of guild, baillies, or treaſurer. 
If this nomination pleaſe the counſell, then none are added; but, if otherwiſę, then any counſeller may 
crave one to be added, which is allowed; and, after one or more are added to the provolt or praefes' no- 
mination, then three of them, the preſent provoſt being always one, are voted to be on the provoſt's leit. 

Then the provolt or praeſes gives out tha leit for the dean of guild's office, which is voted as the former 
leit, and then concluded, being the preſent incumbent, and other two loyall ſubſtantial merchants, actual 
traffickers within the burgh, and ordinarly who have formerly ſerved as baillies; thereafter, the pracſes 
gives out the baillies leit, which conſiſts of the four preſent incumbents, and other eight gild brethren, 
and merchants within the burgh added to them; and this is voted, continued, augmented, and ſtated, 
as the tuo former leits, wher tae ſame form is obſerved in making the treaſurer's leit, with this difference, 
that none that have ſerved in a ſuperior office, can be brought down. to the leit of ane inferiour office, ſo 
that once provoſt, he cannot be putt in another leit, and fic drinceps. 

The Tueſday thereaſter, being either Michaelmaſs day, or the Tueſday immediately after Michaelmaſs 

* day, the counſel, old and new, conſiſting of twenty-four gild brethren, and the conveener, and ſeven 
deacons, being called, conveens punctually within the tolbuith, at ten of the clock in the torenoon, and 
aſter voting and electione, the provoſt, dean of gild, baillies, and treaſurer, are elected and choſen, who 
accept and make faith de deli adminitratione, according to the oaths recorded in the ancient records of the 
eig. 

Immediately thereafter, theſe of the deacons of craffts who go off that imployment for the ſucceeding 
year, take leave and quite the connſel ; and thoſe who are choſen by the reſpeRive crafts, (wherein the 
counſellors have no vote), doe alſo compear, accept, and make faith, as counſellors for that year; then 
the dean of guild choiſes his afſeſſors, being ordinarly the provoſt, baillies, treaſurer, and two or three... 
more 
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more of the counſellors, actual traders, to be aſſiſtant to him in the diſcharge of his office, and keeping of 
gild courts. Thereafter, the keys of the charter cheſt are enquired into, and one is committed to the 
provoſt, another to the dean of gild, and another to the eldeſt baillie, and the fourth to the deacon con- 
veener, who moſt always be preſent at the opening thereof, to take out or putt in ane evident book, or 
thing therein, and thus the election is over. | | 5 

| The week following, the magiſtrates call the counſel, which is conſtitute by the provoſt, dean of gild,, 
four baillies, and treaſurer, new elected and appointed, and of ſuck others who were in theſe offices for 
the former year, who, ex officio, are counſellors for the following year, and of the three new counſellors, . 
choſen before the election, and wherein all theſe are ſhort in the number of twenty-one, the magiſtrates 
warns ſo many more of the guild brethren to be upon the counſel as will make up the number; if the 
conveener and other ſeven deacons who are in that ſtation that year, make np in haill the number of 
twenty-nine ut ſupra. Extracted forth of the records of counſel, by me, /c ſubſcribitur, Pa. Wilſon, clerk. 


Extracted, &c. | 
JOHN.DUNDAS. 
NOTE. J 
Gump, about 130. 
HzziTors, about 500. It is not ſaid whether they are burgeſſes or not. 
IncoxrorAT1ONs, fix ; and numbers connected with them about 124. 
 InnamTAxTs, conſiſting of heritors and burgeſſes, about 600. 
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AT Forfar, the twenty - ſixth day of June, 1710 years, the provoſt, baillies, and town council, of this 
burgh, being conveened in the ordinary place, and taking'to conſideration the eight member of the miſſive, 
whereby each burgh of this kingdom are ordained to bring up their ſett to the next convention, for the 
cauſes contained in the act of the royal burrows in that behalf made, have, by the plurality of voices, a- 
greed, that the ſett ſollowing, be the only ſett of this burgh in all time coming, and ordained the ſame 
to be regiſtrat in their council book, and ane extra thereof carried up by their commiſſioner to the next 
convention, that the ſame may be regiſtrated in the general convention books, conform to the ſaid act; 
of the which ſett the tenor follows: Michaelmaſs week yearly, on the Wedneſday thereof, is the election 
day of the magiſtrates and treaſurer of the burgh of Forfar ; for expeding whereof, on the Monday before, 
the magiſtrates and council make a leit of proyoſt, baillies, and treaſurer, in order to ele, viz. two on 
the leit of provoſt, four on the leit of baillies, and two on the leit of treaſurer. The voſt and baillies 
being elected annually, yet becauſe it may chance, by reaſon of the ſmall number of inhabitants in this 
burgh, that a penury of fitt perſons ſor repreſenting in the magiltracy may happen, the council conde- 
ſcends and appoints, that the provoſt and two baillies may be continued far two or three years, without 
prejudice of yearly electing, the council conſiſting of fifteen, beſide the provoſt, two baillies, and treaſu- 
rer, of which fifteen, the ; deacons of craffts, viz. glovers, ſhoemakers, taillors, and webſters, are al- 
ways councillers ex officio. The ſame day after the council, the four trades meet and elects their deacons, 
for the enſuing year, who have a vote in the election, although not councilers for the preceeding year, 
nor named as new councilers ; for the election Tueſday's night, the magiſtrates and old council conveens, 
and choſes other fifteen new councillers to paſs on the election, being added to the old council, (theſe fif- 
teen of new council not being yearly councilers). On the day of eleQion, the magiſtrates, theſaurer, thir- 
ty councilers, and new deacons of craffts, with theſe who are on the ſeveral leits, (although neither old 
nor new councilers), meet and have every one their free votes on the electione, and ſo elects the provoſt, 
baillies, and treaſurer, for the enſuing year. And that on the Saturday thereafter, the magiſtrates, with 
the old council, or quorum of them, make choiſe of a new council for the enſuing year, the four deacons 
being always in the number, and this election of the council paſſes by vote. Sic . Dickſon pro- 
voſt, William Ure baillie, Alexander Jaffrey baillie, John Findall treaſurer, John Ogilvie counciler, Will. 
Surrock counciler, Tho. Fenton counciler, James Coutie counciler. Extracted by me, /ic ſubſcribitur, W- 
Dickſon. Extracted, &c a | 
| OHN DUNDAS. 
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THE burgh of Coupar has for magiſtrates, ane provoſt, and three baillies, dean of gild, and treafurer. 

Ane counſeil, conſiſting of thirteen gild brethren, and the eight deacons, amongſt whom there is ane 
conveener. 

at every election of the provoſt, baillies, and treaſurer, the thirteen old counſell choiſe the like number, 
each naming their own counſellor, which are termed the new counſell, and both old and new, counſell, 
with the conveener, and ſeven deacons, choiſe the provoſt, three baillies, and town treaſurer ; and of con- 
ſent of counſel}, the magiſtrates cannot continue above tuo years ſucceſſive. a 

a As for the dean of gild, he is choſen by the whole gild brethren of the burgh, and has a counſell of 
four, called his aſſeſſors; the dean of gild continues but tuo years as above. 

After the election yearly, there is choſen out of the old counſell, four perſons called the adjoyned coun- 
ſellors, who are warned to all meetings of the counſell from election to election. 

This is the ſett of the burgh of coupar, as has been obſerved theſe fourty years by and upward. 
Extracted forth of the records of the ſaid burgh, as is atteſted by us magiſtrats and clerk of the ſaid burgh 
underſubſcriband, at Coupar, the twelfth day of June, 1710 years; /c ſubſcribitur, William Greig, David 
Sibbald, Jo. Bayen, John Clark, D. Anderſon clerk. Extracted, &c. 

, | JOHN DUNDAS. 
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AT Renfrew, the 2d day of June, 1709. The which day convention within the tolbooth of the ſaid 
burgh, the provoſt, baillies, and counſell of the ſaid burgh of Renfrew, and they conſidering, That, b 
the twenty-ninth article of the miſſive direct to them from the convention of burrows, appointing e 

royal burgh within this kingdom to ſend up their ſett to the clerks of the burrows, to be by them record- 
ed in a particular book to be keep'd for that very purpoſe ; to the end any queſtion Wout their ſetts may 
be quickly diſcuſst ; and that, betwixt and the next convention, they, in obedience thereto, declare the 
ſett of the ſaid burgh of Renfrew to have been, and at preſent is, as followes, viz. The town council of 
the burgh of Renfrew conſiſts of nineteen perſons, including the three magiſtrates, which councill meets 
yearly on Michaetmafs day, in che court-hall of the burgh, berwixt the hours of ten and twelve; and, if 
Michaelmaſs day fall upon Sabbath, then on the Munday thereafter, for electing a new councill, and new 
magiſtrats for the enſuing year, which is done after this manner. The former years magiſtrates are con- 
tinued councillers for two years, but no longer, except they be elected - Then the former years provoſt. 
cauſes each counciller retire to a ſeparate room one by one, and, in abſence of each counciller, it is putt 
to the vote, whether the perſon abſent ſhall be continued for a counciller for the enſuing year, or not. 
And, for ſupplying the places of thoſe that are not continued, or who have died ſince the laſt election, 
each counciller preſent may name a burgeſs of the burgh, whoſe names being all marked by the clerk, the 
councill is made up to the number of nineteen, with thoſe that are found to have manyeſt votes. Then 
the new cruncill proceeds to elect a provoſt for the ot year, which is done by putting as many per- 
ſons in the leet for being provoſt, as the councill thinks fitt, they being always ſuch perſons as have been 
- councillers for the two Penny years. Then the former years provoſt appoints two of the councill to 

ſitt in the eourt-hall with the clerk, and ſee the votes marked, the reſt of the councill withdrawing to a. 
ſeparate room, and are called one by one, and their votes aſked, who ſhall be provoſt for the enſuing 
year; and after the two councillers that remained with the clerk have voted, then they number the votes, . 
and declare to the council} who have the majority. Then the new provoſt cauſes make up-a new leet for 
the two baillies for the enſuing year, who are choſen after the ſame manner as the provoſt was; the coun- 
cill withdrawing, and the new provoſt remaining with the clerk in the court-hall, and calling the coun- 
cill one by one, and ſeeing their votes marked, and after all have voted, declare to the councill who have 
the manyeſt votes. And, laſt of all, the dean of gild and treaſurer are choſen at the councill board by 
plurality of votes; and, in caſe the treaſurer be a perſon that is not in the councill, he may meet with 
the councill in all their meetings, but has no liberty of voting. And the ſaid provolt, baillics, and coun» - 
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eln pee - by the common clerk upon Michaelmaſs day before 
they proceed to their election, and to extract their ſaid ſett under his hand, and tranſmitt the ſame to the 
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AT Ruthglen, the twelve day of October 1671 years, Andrew Harvie provoſt, William Riddell baillie,. 
Robert Spence, George Fairrie, George Jollie, William Riddell fiſher, Thomas Wilkie, John Fairrie, John 
Riddell elder, John Shaw, James Wyllie, Robert Bowman, John Riddell tailor, John Muir, John Smith, 
and Robert Auldcorn, councilers 7 the burgh of Ruthglen, with the ſpecial advice and conſent of the 
haill inhabitants thereof now conveened, conſidering the debates, differences, and diviſions of this incor- 
poratione, in order to the election of the magiſtrates and town council thereof, and that it hath been the 
conſtant and continual practice of the provoſt and baillies of the ſaid burgh thir many years bygone atter 
their electione yearly, to nominat and ele a council by and to themſelves, whereby ſome leading and fac - 
tious men have brought in on the council all their friends, allies, relations, and adherents, and ſo have 
practiſed and endeavoured to inhance and perpetuat the magiſtracy to themſelves for a long time, and to 
make uſe of and diſpoſe upon the common good, revenues, and caſualities of the burgh as they thought 
fit, without comptrolment, to the great prejudice and ruin of the publick intereſt of this poor incorpora- 
tion: For preventing whereof, and for removing and ſettling of all the differences and diviſions in relation 
to the election of their magiſtrates and town council, and for eſtabliſhing a conſtant and ſolid order to be. 
inviolably obſerved thereanent in all time coming, it is now enacted, ſtatut, and ordained, by the ſaid pro- 
voſt, baillie, and council, with the conſent of deacons of trades, and haill inhabitants of the ſaid burgh 
foreſaid, that the town council of this burgh, conſiſting of fifteen perſons for this ſucceeding year, and in 
all time coming, ſhall be elected and choſen in manner following, to witt, that ilk ane of the three dea - 
conries, viz. of the ſmiths, weavers, and maſons, ſhall give in a liſt of fix perſons,” and the fourth deacon» 
rie, viz. of taillors, ſhall give in a liſt of four perſons, and the remanent burgeſſes inhabitants of the ſaid 
burgh and territory thereof (bearing ſcott and lott within the ſame), ſhall give in a liſt of eight perſons to 
the provoſt and two baillies of the ſaid burgh, who ſhall choſe three out of the ſeveral three ſixes, and two out 
of the four, and four out of the eight, which maketh up the number of fifteen perfons, who are to be the 
common council of the ſaid burgh, and the foreſaid forme of election of the ſaid common council-is to be 
unalterable in all time coming; and the ſaids four trades and remanent burgeſſes, ſhall be holden and obli- 
ged to meet and give in their reſpective liſts of perſons foreſaid, to the faid provoſt and baillies, upon the 
thirteen day of October inſtant, for this preſent year, and upon the firſt Thurſday next after the elections of 
the magiſtrates yearly in all time er; wherein, if the ſaids trades; or any of them, ſhall failzie, 
that the ſaids magiſtrates ſhall have power to choſe the councillers for that trade or trades, and remanent 
burgeſſes, and ane or either of them, that ſhall happen to failzie to give in their liſt to the ſaid provoſt and 
baillies, upon the ſaid firſt Thurſday next after the faid election. 7em, It is enacted, ſtatut, and ordained, 
that the magiſtrates of the ſaid burgh ſhall be choſen within the tolbooth of the ſaid burgh, upon the firſt 
Tueſday immediately after Michaelmaſs, in this manner, viz. at the election in the year 1672, and in all 
years thereaſter, the provoſt and baillies ſhall be elected and choſen be a free voice of the then magiſtrates- 
and council of the ſaid burgh, and of the thirty perſons of additional council to be choſen be the faid com- 
mone council ; and that the faid provoſt and baillies ſhall only continue in their offices for the ſpace of. 
ane year, and ſhall not be capable to be continued, but ſhall be changed yearly, and the town-treaſurer to- 
be thereafter choſen be the provoſt, baillies, and council ſo eſtabliſhed, and for auditing, comptrolling, and 
ſtating of the treaſurer's accounts yearly, there ſhall be choſen three be the provoſt, baillies, and council, 
and three be the deacons and maſters of the foreſaids four craffts, and eight perſons of the remanent burg 
geſſes foreſaid, and the ſaid fix maſters to be ſtent-maſters, for proportioning and laying on of all publick 
burdens to be gr pus upon the ſaid burgh ; and whatever perſon or perſons refuſes to accept any of the 
foreſaid offices of provoſt, baillie, and treaſurer foreſaid, being lawfully elected thereto, ſhall pay to the 
treaſurer, for the. commone uſe and behove of the ſaid burgb, the ſum of ane hundred pounds Scotts mo- 
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ney; and it ſhall be leiſum and lawful to the preſent magiſtrates and council for the time being, to ele & 

and choſe fitt and able men to ſupply the places of ſuch of the ſaid proves baillies, treaſurer, and council, 
: who refuſes to accept of the ſaids offices, and of theſe deceaſand in the | 
to be inviolably obſerved and keeped in all time coming. And whatever perſon or perſons, provoſt, bail- 
lies, councilors, and burgeſſes within this burgh, ſhall any ways hereafter endeavour to repeal, or any ways 
infringe this order, he or they ſhall not only be repute and holden as infringers of the liberties and privi- 
ledges of this burgh, and thereby %% facto, ſhall forfault their burgesſhip, and be repute and holden as in- 
famous and perjured perſons, but ſhall alſo be liable in a fine of ane hundred pounds, to be paid to the trea- 
ſurer for the public uſe of this incorporatione. And farder, all ſuch facts and deeds to be done in preju- 
dice of the foreſaid ſett, and eſtabliſhed forme of election of the ſaids magiſtrates and council, choſing of 
the treaſurer, auditors, and ſtent · maſters, ſhall be void and null and of none avail, force, ſtrength, nor ef- 
fed, as if the ſamen had never been thought upon or made: And ordains the above written act and ſett 
to be recorded in the ſaid common council books of the ſaid burgh of Ruthglen, and in the books of the 
four reſpective deaconries above mentioned, Extractum per me ( /ic ſubſcribitur), Will. Spens clk. 


AG of the town council of Ruthglen, relative to the ſett of the ſaid burgh. 


AT Ruthglen, the twenty-ſeventh day of Aprile, 1710 years, John Muir and Patrick Witherſpoon, 
baillies, John Scott elder, Robert Bowman elder, Andrew Harvie elder, Andrew Fleeming, James Park, 
Jehn Witherſpoon, James Freebairn, William Harvie, James Peadine, and John Riddell meaſſon, coun - 
cillers of the 7 of Ruthglen now conveened, taking to their conſideration, that this burgh, and the 
publick good and utility thereof, bath ſuffered by ons being advanced into the magiſtracy thergof, 
without dats or experience of the town's affaires, and circumſtances of the ſamen; and which evil 
practices may be yet again renewed, and be of dangerous conſequence to the town, and publick 
thereof, and conſequently to every private burgeſs of the ſamen, unleſs remeed be provided, which the 
ſaids baillies and council are willing to do to the utmoſt of their power, in manner underwritten: There- 
fore the ſaids baillies and councill have ſtatut and ordained, and hereby, with advice and conſent of the 
four deacons, and their maſters of crafft, repreſenting the ſaids trades, and the reſt of the heritors and 
burgeſſes, who are not incorporate within the four deaconries, ſtatutes and ordains, that in all time co- 
ming, no 239: ſhall be capable of bearing office as provoſt of this burgh, untill firſt he have born office 
as baillie therein for ane year at leaſt, and that no perſon ſhall be capable to bear office as baillie of this 
burgh, untill firſt he has ſerved as town treaſurer thereof; and becauſe alſo it will be evil and dangerous con- 
ſequence to this burgh, and the publick well and utility thereof, if any perſon ſhall be advanced to be either 
provoſt, baillie, or treaſurer, of this burgh, except ane ordinary burgeſs thereof, having always his dwel- 
ling and reſidence within this burgh, and thirteen pound land thereof, during the haill time of his bearing 
office in any of the foreſaids ſtations ; for preventing whereof, the ſaids baillies and council, with conſent 
foreſaid, have ſtatut, enacted, and ordained, and hereby ſtatutes, enacts, and ordains, that in all time 
coming, no perſon ſhall be capable to bear office within this burgh, either as provoſt, baillie, or treaſurer, 
except ane ordinary burgeſs of this burgh, having always his dwelling-place and reſidence within the ſame, 
and thirteen pound land belonging thereto, during the haill time of his bearing office in any of the fore- 
ſaids ſtations, and that none but ſuch as ſhall be capable to be voted upon to bear office in any of the fore- 
{aids ſtations And the ſaids baillies and town council, with advice foreſaid, have enacted, ſtatut, and 
ordained, and hereby enacts, ſtatuts, and ordains, that it ſhall not be lawful for any magiſtrate, counciler, 
ar other burgeſs whatſoever, in all time coming, to vote, plott, or contribute, anent the encroaching 
upon or contravecning this preſent a, under the pain of being declared incapable to bear office in 
any publick ſtatione within this burgh for ever thereafter, and of loſing bis ſree dome, and under the pain 
of ane hundred pounds Scotts of fine farder, ſor the publick uſe, well, and behove of this burgh ; 
and to the effect this at may be made more readily effectual, it is hereby declared, that it ſhall be in the 
power of any of the private burgeſſes of this burgh, whether counciler or not, as well as the magi- 
ſtrates and councilers thereof, to cauſe the ſame to be putt to execution at their inſtance, and that upon 
the expence of the cantraveener hereof, and that theſe preſents ſhall be recorded in the councill books, 
and extracts hereof given gratis by the town-clerk thereof to the four trades, that the ſame may be re- 
corded in each trades books, and another extract given by the clerk gratis to the heretors ; and this pre- 
ſent ad, with the writt commonly called the ad of eſtabliſhment of this burgh, dated the 12th day of 
October, 1671 years, ſhall be openly read yearly in all time coming, in preſence of the magiſtrates, coun- 
cilers, 
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interval of elections; and this order 
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cilers, and burgeſſes, N election day of the magiſtrates, after the additional 
council has given their oaths, and PR Res be. and that the preſent magiſtrates of 
this burgh, with the preſent councilers, ſhall ſubſcribe this act, and that all ſucceeding magiſtrates and 
councilers of this butgh ſhall, in all time coming, immediately after giving their oaths 4 fuel, and beſore 
they exerce, ſubſcribe this act. And ordains the clerk to extract an Jouble hereof upon parchment, which is to 
be figned by the preſent pen. jv2crns and town council, and the four deacons, and their maſters of craft, and 
the reſt of the heretors, burgeſſes who are not incorporate within the four deaconries, and which, 
with the forcſaid act, called the act of eſtabliſhment, is ordained to be put into the town's charter cheſt. 
This act ratified and approven be the provoſt, baillies, and council, upon. the 24th of Odober, 1770 
years, and ordains the ſame to ſtand in full force in all time coming; and alſo, of new againe, enadts, 
ſtatuts, and ordains, That no perſon, or perſons whomſoever, except he be ane bur conſtant in- 
dweller. within this burgh and territories thereof, ſhall not be capable to be elected to repreſent this 
burgh, either as elector for the burgh, or any other manner of way whatſoever, in time coming, and 
that under the pains and penalties . contained, Extractum per me, fic ſubſcribitur, Will Spens clerk. 


Extracted, &c. 
JOHN DUNDAS. 
J. W. 
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DUMBRITAN, ox DUMBARTON. 


IN ammo 1221 the faid burgh was by King Alexander II. erected into a burgh royal, with libetties, eu- 
ſomes, and priviledges, which the burgh of Edinburgh and burgeſſes thereof enjoyed, as their original 
charter, of the date foreſaĩd, bears. e burgh conſiſts of . — and tradeſmen, the tradeſmen are 
five, to witt, hammermen, taillors, cordiners, coupers, and weavers, The common council is made up 
of the provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, with ten other councilors, which are in all fifteen, 
whereof ten are merchants and five are tradeſmen, the provoſt, two baillies, and dean of gild, being al- 
ways merchants. The manner of election is as follows: The old councill doth choiſe the new; the old 
provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, being, by virtue of their offices, continued councillers 
for the year enſuing,. and the other ten are elected, one by one, in the ordinary forme; which new coun- 
cill being ſua choſen, they, with the haill deacons of trades, proceed to the leiting and electing firſt the 
provoſt, then the eldeſt baillie, the youngeſt baillie, the dean of gild, the treaſurer, the maſter of work, 
clerk, quarter-maſters, and remanent officers of the burgh, and which new treaſurer, if he be not a mem- 
ber of the new councill, is fupernumerarie of the fifteen. The gild councill conſiſts of fix members, be- 
ſides the dean of gild, who are choſen yearly by himſelf, and received by the town councill, before whom 
they make faith de fdeli, and whereof ſome are merchants and ſome are tradeſmen. Given under the 
hand of Andrew Graham common clerk of the ſaid burgh, at-Dumbritain, the 18th day of June 1709 
years. Sic fubſcribitur, And. Graham. —ExtraRed, &c. | 
JOHN DUNDAS. 

ar. NOTE. BS 

Gump. Their number is uncerfain, becauſe a number of the trades are admitted into the.guildry. 

[Hzziroxs. None who are not burgeſſes. 


IncoRkroORkaTiONs, 5 in number, 181 members. 
InHaBTANnTS, males 600. 


3. * „ 


AT Selkirk, the 2d day of July, 1709. The which day, the magiſtrates and 'town council. of the 
burgh of Selkirk being mett, and conſidering that, by the twenty-ninth article of the miſſive, they are 
appointed to ſend up their ſett to the clerk of the burrows betwixt and the next convention : They do 
hereby declare, That the ſett of the ſaid burgh W viz. tuo baillies, ane dean of gild, 

| and 
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and treaſurer;-all to be choſen at the Michaelmafs yearly, and that the burgh may cle@ a provoſt; but, 
in reſpect they were broug into a great dale of debt by their former provoſt Hayning, they have | 
forborne to choſe a provoſt, and holds themſelves with the two baillies. Item, The council conſiſts of 
ſaids two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, the old baillies, old dean of gild, and old treafurer, if they 

= be men of ſubſtance within the burgh, five deacons, and five colleagues, being one to each deacon; ten 
' merchant councillers, and five trades councillers ; they are not — 7 „but continued; and as 
they decreaſe in their ſubſtance, are turned out from being councillers, and always theſe of the greateſt 
ſubſtance bropght in. The council choſes a clerk, to whom, (if they pleaſe), they grant a commiſſion 
during life, if he be a man that they find takes notice of the burgh's affairs, and whoſe eommiſſion cannot 
be taken from him, except upon ſome extraordinary malverſation and fault tegally tryed, and made a . 
Extratted out of the council book belonging to the ſaid burgh, by me An. fon 3 51755145 


- 


FEE.B LE! 


The magiſtracy conſiſis of a provoſt, two baillies, a dean of gild, a treaſurer, and eleven councillers. 
making in all ſeventeen. The election is yearly an the firſt y after Michaelmaſs, and proceeds after- 
this manner: The week before the elgFion, the whole burgeſſes and inhabitants are cited to a head court, 
to be holden the Monday following; and the court being ſett, the roll is called three times, and there- 
after the magiſtrates aſk, if any of them have any grievances or ground of complaint againſt any of thi 
magiſtrates and councill ? and, if any be, the fame is fully heard and diſcuſt. And, thereafter, the elec- 
tion eds thus :: The old magiſtrates and councill elect the new councill of ſeventeen perſons, out of 
which"there is a leet of three ns for provoſt, three for eldeſt, three for youngeſt baillie, three for dean 
of gild, and three for theſaurer, of which leets there is one choſen for each of the above offices ; and, if it. 
have happened that any councillor or magiſtrate have deceaſt before Michaelmaſs, his roome is firſt of all 
ſupplied by a new counciller, elected to make the number full. There being but one deacon of a craſſt in 
the burgh, the magiſtrates, out of a leet of fix given in by the trade, returns three, of whom the incorpo- 
ration ſe one, who ſitts · as one of the town-councill. 


The clerk's office, bei 2 is choſen yeazly aſter: the magiſlrates and eouncilłi Sic fubſcribitur, - 


John Frier baillic, — | | | 
| JOHN. DUNDAS. 


B I NIL ITT H G O W. 0 


THE ſaid burgh was erefted in ane burgh royal be Robert King of Scotts, with the port of Blackneſs, 
ſmall cuſtoms, tolls, and others, as their originall charter, dated at. Linlithgow, the twenty · third day of 
October, and of the King's reign the eighteen year, bears. 

The whole number of the magiſtrates, merchant counſellors, and deacons of craffts, conſiſts of twenty - 

ſeven perſans, to witt, the provoſt, four baillies, the dean of gild, treaſurer, twelve merchant counſellers, 
and eight deacons ; to witt, of the ſmiths, tailliors, baxters, cordiners, weavers, wrights, coupers, and 
fleſhers, the provoſt, baillies, dean of. gild, treaſurer, and twelve counſellors, are to be of the eſtate and cal - 
ling of merchands, or of ſuch other burgeſſes as are not incorporat with the trades. The manner of clec- 
tion is as follows On Saturday betore Matthew's fair, which falls on the twenty-firſt of September year- 

ly, the deacons gives into the counſell to be approven by them, ane account of the common good the-year + 
preceeding, with the leit of the deaconry of three perſons, one of which there is dilated by the counſell, 
and the preſent deacon, and the other two are on the leits ; and thereafter the ſeveral incorporations meets 
and eleds theix deacon out of the ſaid leit, and the gerne dilate is always praeſes at the election of the 

deacon... | | — 


151 


On the rr rr 
who are fworn and admitted counſellers untill the next and the ſame day the new merchant 
counſell of twelve is choſen be the old counſell as follows. | $44 299% 

There are twelve choſen on the leits and added to the old counſel}, out of which number the new con- 
eil is choſen one by one, and the ſame day the liets of the provoſtry are choſen, being two out of um ef 
the counſell not being deacons ; but the leet may be altered the day of election. The election of the ma- 
giſtrates, which is always upon the firſt Munday after Michaelmaſs, is done as followes. * 

Firſt, of the try. The leit made the laſt counſell day is either continued, or a new leit of 0 


* 


choſen, and to the preſent provoſt ; out of which number the new provoſt is choſen. | 
Secondly, of the bailliary. There are eight choſen on the leits out of the merchant counſell, who are 
added to baillies, and out of that number the new baillies are choſen, one bailfie with two on” 


the leits with him removing by turns. 

Thirdly, of the dean of and treaſurer. There are two choſen on the leit for each of them out of 
the t counſell, who are added to the preſent dean of guild or treaſurer, and out of that number 
new dean of and treaſurer are choſen, who are alſo to continue untill the election at the next Michael - 
maſs. The of fs counſell conſiſts of fix members, to witt, four merchants and two deacoas, beſide 
the dean of gild himſelf, who are liſted by him, and given in and approven be the town counſell; and the 
aQs of the dean of guild counſell, and the dean of gild's yearly accounts, are alſo approven of be the town 
counſell. Given under the hand of William Bell, common clerk of the ſaid burgh, at Linlithgow, the 


ſeventh of I ears tur, Wm. Bell clerk, Extracted, &c. | f 
dag <f May enen. 7175 DUNDAS. 
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forth thereof, ſhall be for the ſubſequent year upon the: ſaid Michaeltnaſs day being lawſul, and falling 
upon ane unlawful day, upon che next immediate lawful day thereafter, and the faid appointed day being © 
come, the baillies and council of the ſaid burgh, do conveen within the councill- houſe thereof, at nine of : 
the clock in the morning, being the uſual hour of their ordinary meetings, and then c vacatis et cu, 
legitime affirmata, we proceed to a new electione of councillors for the enſuing year, and the whole old 
councill do remove from the board to the far end of our councill houfe, excepting our eldeſt baute ant + 
degcon conveener for the time, who ſitt with the town clerk, for obſerving of the ſeveral votes right marked, 
aathey are given, and the. ſaid eldeſt baillie and deacon  conveencr, giving frlt their votes, the relt are 

; | | NETS called 


. * 
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«called one by one, and their votes marked according as they, are given by our town clerk (who is ſworn 
de fideli), at the fight of the giver of the vote, and the ſaid eldeſt baillie and deacon conveener preſence” 
with the ſaid town clerk as {aid is, and after giving of the ſaid votes, do again remove one by one, as 

they were called, and the votes being finiſhed, the ſeventeen councillors of new choſen, are called, accept 

ol the ſaid office, take their places accordingly, and give oath de fde/j, and then proceed to the liſting of 
four of our own number, out whereof the two baillies for the enſuing year are to be choſen by ourſelves ; 
and preſent deacons of craffts within the burgh, at twelve of the clock the ſaid day, and the faid liſt de- 

l livered to the deacon conveener, for adviſing with the preſent deacons of craffts againſt the faid hour; 
N whereupon diſmiſs, and accordingly again conveen at twelve of the clock, with the ſaids preſent 
deacons of c and do all remove from the board to the ſaid far end of the conncil-houſe, excepting 

two of the council, not of the ſaid liſt who are appointed to ſitt with the clerk, for obſerving the votes right 
marked as they are given, as ſaid is; and the ſaid two preſent with the clerk, giving firſt their votes, the 

reſt are called one by one, 9 their vote, ſee it marked as given, and remove; and the ſaids votes 
being finiſhed, the two baillies choſen are called, accept of the ſaid office, take their place accordingly, 
and give oath de fideli: and then proceed to the vote, how many ſhall be in the leit for treaſurer for the 
enſuing year, either of ourſelves or of the other reſponſal burgeſſes within the ſaid burgh, and the number 

being fixed, the ſaids baillies, new councill, and preſent deacons of craffts, nominate the perſons by votes, 

out whereof (the perſons nominat by plurality of votes, if preſent, removing) the treaſurer for the enſuing 

year is choſen, who being called, compears, accepts of the ſaid office, and gives oath de fideli; and then 
our preſent clerk removing, the ſaids baillies and council ſo of new choſen, proceed, and by new election, 
either continue their old clerk, or elſe choſe and elect anothe for the enſuing year, who is called, com- 
pears, accepts of the ſaid office, and gives oath de fideli ; but prejudice always to us to elect and choſe a 
provoſt ont of the ſaid number of ſeventeen abovementioned, as the ſaids baillies are elected, (the ſaid 
provoſt being always a continual reſidenter within our burgh, or territories thereof, and ane that bears all 
portable charges with neighbour and other therein, and-who payeth part of our publick burdens, and 
who can tine and wone in all our affaires,) and in teſtimony of the verity of this our ſett, we conſent to 

the regiſtration hereof, in the books of the royall burrows of this kingdome, or any competent regiſter 


14 
| 
| 
- 
: 


TE — 
o 


therein to remain for conſervation, and conſtitute 
| our procurators, &c. in-witneſs whereof (written be James Brown, ſervitor to Alex- 
ander Wilſon, our preſent clerk,)- we have-ſubſcribed theſe preſents at Lanark, the twenty-ninth day of 
June, 1710 years, before theſe witneſſes, the, ſaid Alexander Wilſon, and James Brown, fic ſubſcribitur, 
William Inglis, Archibald Simſon, Jo. Clelland, John Simpſon, James Lockhart, John Anderſon, John 
_ Ruſſell, Jo. Paton, Bernard Bell, John Young, John Paton, James Scott, James White, James Weir, 
William Steele, John Young, Alexander Wilſon witneſs, James Brown witneſs. Extracted, &c. 
JOHN DUNDAS. 


J. w. 


| 
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Ar Forres, the 2oth day of September 1711 years, in preſence of the town · council of the ſaid burgh 
of Forres, ane letter being read, direct by the agent of burrows to the magiſtrates of the ſaid burgh, anent 
their making a true account and return to the ſaid agent of their ſett, in ele&i 8 and choſing the magi- 

ſtrates and town-council of the (aid burgh yearly, bearing, if they failzied-therein to ſend the ſame at 
time appointed, by ane act of the convention of burrows in July 1711, under the certification contained in 
the ſaid ad; in obedience to, and performing whereof, the ſaids magiſtrates declare, that the number of 
their council does not exceed the number of ſeventeen, provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, being in- 
- cluded ; and that, at ilk election, the old council choſes the new, and are changed yearly, as occaſion offers; 
and to that effect timeous premonition is made to the whole burgeſſes, heritors, and inhabitants, of the day 
prefixt for electing the ſai __— and town council, by tuck of drum, and placading on the croce, 
. and by other advertiſements uſed and wont ; and that the new council choſes the magiſtrats, and puts off 
and takes on, or continues them, as the circumſtances of the place needs and requires; and this our'ſett- 
has been unaltered theſe many years; and ordains our clerk of court to ſend ane extract hereof to the a- 
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gent of burrows. The provoſt, baillies, and remanent council of the burgh of Forres, figned in our name 
_ 32 order, by Robert Tulloch our common clerk, Sis ſubſerdbitur, Ro. Tulloch clerk.—Extract- 


. JOHN DUNDAS 


SS * 
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IN a council meeting, holden within the burgh of Fortroſe the 23d day ef June 1711 years, by Mr 
George M*Kenzie of ag ane? ae an John Dallas of Bannans, Duncan Forbes, and Robert Clark, 
- baillies of the ſaid burgh, Hugh M*Culloch treaſurer, | dean of guild, Hugh Baillie, 
John Wilſon elder, John Wilſon younger, Robert Wilſon, Alexander Man, John M*Do , George 
Baillie, Donald Watſon, Alexander Watſon, Hugh Miller, and George Huiſton, councilers of the faid 
burgh of Fortroſe ; they, after mature deliberation, and ſerious conſideration had, and in obedience to the 
+38th act of the general convention of the royal burrows, anno 1708, conform to the ſeventh head or ar- 
ticle of this year's miſſive, have all unanimouſly agreed to the following ſett, for regulating their annual 
elections in time coming, to the effect the ſame may be reported to, and laid before the Honourable con- 
vention of the royal burrows, to be holden at Edinburgh the firſt Tueſday of July next, for their appro- 
bation. 10, It is agreed to and enacted hereby, that, at ilk annual election to be made at Michaelmals, - 
in time coming, the number of the council, including the provoſt, three baillies, treaſurer, and dean of 
gild for the ſaid burgh, as unite, ſhall be hereaſter made up of, reſtricted to, and not exceed fifteen in all, 
conſiſting of merchants, traffickers, burgeſſes, inhabitants within the ſamen burgh, authorized by law, 
bearing all portable charges with their neighbours, and a part of the publick burdens, and who can tine 
and won in all their affairs; and that, at each annual election foreſaid, the old council ſhall elect the new, 
and alter no fewer than two of the old, and the alike number, altered and impared, to be elect in their place. 
2do, That the council, ſo elect, have power to elect a provoſt for exercing in that ſtation the ſucceeding 
year, who, being qualified according to law, ſhall not continue without inter miſſion further than three 
years. 3tio, Th., in the election of baillies by all the ſaids new members of council, (being qualified as 
ſaid is) there ſhall be three of their number put on the leit with the. three old baillies in pracſentia, and af- 
ter removal of old and new out of council, the members within, with the provoſt in office, ineloſing them- 
ſelves, and choiſing a praeſident for aſking and gathering the votes, are to elect and choſe, furth of the 
faid fix removed, three new baillies for officiating in that tation thereafter ; which fix, re-entering the 
houſe, the three elected to be divulged and publiſhed in council, and theſe new. elected to accept and.offi- 
ciate, as ſaid is; and that no baillie ſhall continue without intermiflione longer than three years. 440, That 
thereafter, the magiſtrates and council do elect, nominate, and appoint their dean of gild, treaſurer, fiſ- 
call, and three officers, to exerce and officiate in their reſpective ſtations (being qualified as ſaid is) for no 
longer than three years; and magiſtrates and council in office their pleaſure to elect and continue the ſaid 
fiſcall and offices longer; which method and order is ordained to be inviolably uſed and obſerved for the 
future, by the magiſtrates and council of this burgh of Fortroſe, as unite, after the ſame is approven and 
ratified by the 2 Honourable convention of royal burrows' act. Sic ſub/cribitur, Geo. Mackenzie pr. 
Jo. Dallas baillie, D. Forbes baillie, Robt. Clark baillie, Hugh M Culloch treaſurer, Hugh Miller coun- 
. ciller, George Houſton counciller, Hugh Baillie counciler, John Wilſon counciler, Geo. Baillie counciler, 
Donald Davidſon counciler, Robert Wilſon counciler, John Wilſon counciler, Donald Watſon counciler, 
Alex. Watſon. counciler., Extracted, &c. 
. JOHN DUNDAS.. 


J. W. 


N. | MONTROSE.. 
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At Montroſe, the twenty-ſecond day of Fune 1709 years. 


THE which day the counſell conſidering, that by the thirty-eight act of the laſt general convention of 
burrows, each royal burgh within this kingdome is appointed to fend up their ſett to the clerks of the 
- burrows,"to be recorded in manner, and to the purpoſe mentioned in the ſaid act, have therefore ordained, 
and in obedience to the ſaid act, hereby ordains John Spence their town clerk, to certify, by extract under 
his hand, to the clerk of the burrows, that the ſett of this burgh is as follows: The town council conſiſts 
of ſevetiteen merchatits and two tradeſmen, including in the ſaid number the provoſt, three baillies, the 
dean of guild, the treaſuret, and the maſter of the hoſpital. The aunual election is upon Wedneſday 
immediately before Michaeltmaſs, nnleſs Michaelmaſs fall upon Wedneſday, and then the election is upon 
oa nap re The old counſell elects the new with this reftriftione, that the provoſt, the three bail- 
lies, the dean of gild, the treaſurer, and the maſter of the hoſpitall for the immediate preceeding year are 
continued er x, members of the counſell for the year immediately following; the old and new counſell 
leit two of the new counſell, out of which they choice the prevolt, and then they leit fix of the new coun- 
ſell, out of which they choice the three baillies, and then the new counſell choices the dean of guild and 
his aſſeſſors ; and chen alſ6, or at any time betwixt and Martinmaſs thereafter, they choice the treaſurer, 
and betwitt and the firſt of January thereafter they ele& the hoſpital maſter. The provoſt cannot be con- 

tinned longer than two years together, and the baillies cannot be longer continued than three years 
ther in their reſpective offices. The dean of guild may be continued as long as the counſell thin ph 
; 3 Ly 9 can only be u => two 1 ether. Extracted forth of the council 

books ſaid bu y me (e ſubſcribitur),* Jo. Spence clerk. tracted, &c. 

* * | | OHN DUNDAS. 


NOTE. | 
'Gvitday, about 200, : 
, 3 very few who are conſiderable, and not burgeſſes ; but there are many ſmall heritors not 
1 

XCORPORATIONS, none eſtabliſhed by royal charters ; but there are ſeven trades, who, it is ſaid, have 
authority from the magiſtrates to elect heads whom they call deacons and conveeners. The members 
connected with theſe may be about 200 ; but there are, it is ſaid, many tradeſmen who are not joined to 

any of theſe incorporations. 
HABITANTS, about Goo. 


: 
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AT Brichen, the ſecond day of July 1709 years ; the whilk day, being conveened within the tolbooth 
of the ſaid burgh in public councill, Alexander Young provoſt, David Young and James Spence baillies, 
William Clark dean of guild, Robert White treaſurer, Fokn Doig late provoſt, David Robertſon late baillie, 
John Knox, Mr Andrew Doig, and William Guthrie, councillors, (there * abſent Mr John Liddell 
maſter of the hoſpitall, Alexander Jamieſon, and David Mylles councillors), taking to their confideration, 
that by the thirty eight act of the laſt general convention of burrows, each royal burgh is appointed 
to ſend up their ſett to the clerks of the burrows, the council foreſaid conveened as ſaid is, having, 
in obedience to the ſaid act, ordained, and hereby ordains, George Spence town-clerk of Brichen, to ſend up 
.the ſett of the ſaid burgh of Brichen as follows, viz. that the town council of the royal burgh of Brichen con- 

filts of thirteen members, whereof eleven merchants and free brethren of the gild of the faid burgh, and 

two tradeſmen, all reſidenters and inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, ſeven of the foreſaids thirteen members 
are always a quorum of the ſaid town councill : The-members of the town council foreſaid do always, out 

of the foreſaid number of eleven merchants, traffiquers, and inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, yearly elect Le 
8 c ſe 
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choofe one provoſt, and two baillies, ane dean of gild. town treaſurer, and maſter of che haſpitalt. There 
is no day fixed for the annuat ete&Hion of this burgh of Bricken, but either the town council of the faid 
, before Michaelmaſſ yearly, do appoint and affix a day for the famen peremptorie, or o- 

_ therways the provoſt or praeſes of the town council for the time, doe call ane councill to meet at an 

time they think fitt, ſome few days, more or leſs, as they pleaſe, not exceeding five or ſix days, and moſt . 
frequently fewer days before Michaelmaſs, in order to choiſe a new counſell, and leit the magiſtrates ; and 
then the old courfſell ele&s the new councill, and both old and new cauncillors.leit two perſons of the new 
councill, in order to chooſe one of them provoſt ; and a leit alſo of four perſons of the new councill, to the 
end two baillies may be choſen out of the ſame; and then the council! appoints one day, frequently two, 
three, and ſometimes four or five days thereafter, for the election and head court, and cauſt make pablick 
intimatian thereof by tuck of drum through the whole burgh : And, upon the day appointed for elec - 
tion, the new councill meets, and, in conjunction with the ſix deacons of craffts of the ſaid burgh, aut of che 
faid leit of two for the provoſtrie, elect ane provalt for the enſuing year, and then be vertue of ane con- 
tra betwixt the Biſhop of Brichen, Patrick Maull of Panmure, and the magiſtrates and town council of 
Brechin, in ann 1636 years, the Earl of Panmure, or any having right from bim, being called, namg a 
bailis out of the faid leit of four perſons ſo made by the town council, and to which baillie he is 
obliged to, give and grant ane deputation of the offices of juſticiary, and conſtabulary within the ſaid burgh 
of Brichen ; and then the councill and deacons of craffts, out of the remaining three perſons chooſe a- 
nother baillie, and thereafter the council do chooſe an dean of guild, town treaſurer, and maſter of the 
hoſpitall. Extracted furth of the town council books of Brechin, by me George Spence town clerk ; (/e 


ub/cribitur) G. Spence. Extrafted, &c. | 
8 | JOHN DUNDAS. 
— . V. 


A B ER BROT OC K. 


n, The council of the ſaid burgh muſt conſiſt of at leaſt ſeventeen, and not above nineteen, (the 
preſent magiſtrates included), whereof the conveener choſen by the deacons of trades, ex officio, is always 
one, who, at the election of magiſtrates, has two votes, one as conveeuer, and the other as councillor, 
2d, None can be on the leit to be a baillie, but he that exerced the office of a treaſurer within burgh, and 
none can be on the leit to be a provoſt, but he that has been a baillic, and the baillies are only capable to 
be elected two years without intermiſſion, and a oft three. 30, The old council previous to the leit- 
ing, choſes the new, and then the new councill choſen, leit tuo provoſts and four baillies, which leit 
is ſent E. to the Earl of Panmure, and his Lordſhip choſes a baillie who is firſt baillie of the burgh. 
4to, After the Earl of Panmure has choſen his baillie, and the leit is returned, the clerk tranſmitts eopies 
of the leet to the reſpective incorporations, each of whom have a vote in the election of the magiſtrates, and 
they empower one or two of their own. number to go thro? each incorporation, and take up the votes, 
and thereafter the council choſen as above, meet, where 'thoſe appointed by the incorporations appear 
and give in their votes, and the council elects a provoſt, and another baillic out of the leet to ſerve for the 
enſuing year, 5to, In oaſe of ane equality of votes, anent the election of magiſtrates and others, the pro- 
volt as preſes, or, in his abſence, the next magiſtrat preſent at the time, has the caſting vote, beſides his 
vote as a councillour, providing he take the firſt vote as ſuch. Gtoe, All commiſſioners to parliament and 
convention of burrows are by the town council. Extradted furth of the records of the town coun» 
cil of the ſaid burgh, upon che 26th day of June, 1710 year, by me, fic ſubſcribitur, Geo. Adam clerk. 


Extracted, &c. | 
JOHN DUNDAS 


| | J. W. 

NOT E. 
Council of old, by charter from James VI. was elected by the ſree burgeſſes and inhabitants, both as 
to the counſellors and magiſtrates. By the influence of the family of Panmure, the old conſtitution was 
altered about the 1700, and the above ſett formed. It is ſaid, that Lord Paamure, by his acceffion 10 
the rebellion 1715, forfeited his nomination of the eldeſt bailie ; fince which time the conſtitution has un- 
dergone ſeveral amendments as follows. I,, The ſocieties of ſeamen and labourers have a vote at the e- 
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| leQion of magiſtrates, 6, The fopinty of the. ape return-annually two of their number to the town 
council. —Guildry about 150.—Incorporations eſtabliſhed by royal charter are 7, excluſive of the three ſo- 
cieties above mentioned. The members connected with the whole are about 300.—Inhabitants about 
J 5000. 1 1 | : . if » et — 
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Imprimis, The old council of the faid town, conſiſting of nine perſons, with the preſent magiſtrates of 
the ſaid burgh, choſes the new magiſtrates for the enſuing year. Iten, The ſaids new elected iſtrates, 
with the ſaid old council of the ſaid town, choſes the new council for the ſaid enſuing year. e ſaid 
| yearly election of the ſaids magiſtrates and town council is made at or about Michaelmaks ; this ſett is gi- 

ven into the committee of the royal burrows by Robert Bruce preſent baillie of the ſaid burgh, at Edin- 
burgh, the 6th day of July, 1710 years. Sic ſubſeribitur, Rob. Bruce clerk. Extracted, &. 

2 | +2] J. W. DUN DAs. 
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Tipprimis, The old council of the ſaid town, conſiſting of nine perſons, with the preſent magiſtrates ot 
the ſaid burgh, choſes the new magiſtrates for the enſuing year. Item, The ſaid new elected magiſtrates, 
with the ſaid old council of the ſaid town, choſes the new council for the ſaid enſuing year. tem, The 


yearly electione of the ſaids magiſtrates and town council is made at or about Michaelmaſs day. This 
ſett is given into the committee of the royal burrows by John Ferguſſon preſent baillie of the ſaid burgh,. 


at Edinburgh, the 6th day of July, 1710 years. Sic ſubſcribitur, J. Ferguſſon, Extracted, &c, 


JOHN DUNDAS. 


J. W. | 


INVERB-ERYV Y. 


I George Thomſon common clerk. of. the town of Inverbervy, doe hereby teſtify and declare, . That it 
hath been, and now is, the conſtant and practiſed cuſtom, conform to law, to elect and choſe. the pro- 
voſt, baillies, and town council of the burgh of. Inverbervy yearly, upon the Wedneſday immediately pre- 
ceeding Michaelmaſs day, and, if Michaelmaſs day fall upon Wedneſday, then to elect the ſame day, in 
manner following. The number whereof. conſiſts of fifteen. members, the provoſt, the baillies, dean of 
gild, and treaſurer, being fix of the ſaid number; and the other nine members are choſen by the old 
council in order, conform to the form and practice obſerved in royal burrows yearly upon the foreſaid 
occaſions. In teſtimony. whereof, I have ſubſcribed thir preſents, at Inverbervy, the ad day of July, 1709 
years. Sic ſubſcribitur, Geo. Thomſone clerk. Extracted, &c. 


JOHN DUNDAS. 
J. W. | | 
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IN the general convention of royal burrows, holden at Edinburgh upon the gᷓth day of July 1706 years, 
dy the members therein conveened, the which day, anent the petition of the burgh of Elgin, craving the - 


convention would ratify. and approve.of the ſett made and pronounced by the commiſſioners of the burghs 


1 
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Aberdeen, Montroſe, Taverneſs, Tain, Banff, Nairn, Forreſfs, and Fortroſe, by warrand of 
ane a& of the laſt general convention, to the differences of the faid burgh ; which being conſider - 
ed by this preſent convention, they ratifie and approve of the ſaid ſett, in the haill heads, clauſes, and ten - 
nors thereof; and ordain the ſame to be keeped inviolably, as the conſtant ſett and rule of government for 
the ſaid burgh, in all time coming, and to be recorded after the ſubſcriptions to the acts of this preſent 
convention; of which ſett the tenor follows: Att Elgin, the 13th day of September 1705 years, the 
which day the committee did make the following ſett, which they ordained to be a conſtant platte forme 
and ſtandart thereanent for the future, to be ſtrifly obſerved, without the leaſt alteration or change, viz. 
That the number of the town councill of Elgin ſhall conſiſt of ſeventeen councillers, (including the dęacon- 
conveener for the time) and two other deacons of trades, which two deacons are to be choſen by the coun- 
cill, conforme to the trades their contract with the gildrie: tem, That Munday preceeding Michaelmaſs 
yearly, be the day of the election of the new councill for the enſuing year: /tem, That Tueſday there- 
after, immediately preceeding Michaelmaſs, as ſaid is, be the day of the election of the magiſtrates and 
other office-bearers of the faid burgh : Item, That there ſhall be putt off yearly off the old council, three 
of the gildric and two of the trades, and in their place as many elected of the ſamen quality: Item, That, 
out of the foreſaid number of the councill, there | be choſen ane provoſt, four baillies, dean of gild, 
and treafurer, and other office-bearers, which provoſt ſhall not continue in office of provoſtrie above 
— — at once; but prejudice always to change him yearly; as the councill ſhall think fitt ; and the ſaid 

illies, dean of gild, treaſurer, and other office-bearers, ſhall not continue in their ſaid office above two 
years at once, but prejudice to change them yearly, as ſaid is: Item, That the provoſt, baillies, dean of 
guild, and treaſurer, ſhall, ex officiis, be continued on the councill for the next year after they are put off 
their reſpective offices: Item, That the old councill yearly choſe the new councill, and that both old and 
new councils yearly choſe the magiſtrats, and other office bearers : Item, That no perſon be capable to be 
elected a magiſtrate, office-bearer, or councillor, within the faid burgh, except reſidenters and burgeſſes 
within the ſame, actual traders, and traffiqueing merchants, bearing ſcott and lott, and portable charges, 
with neighbours therein: Item, That the councill ſhall yearly choſe out of their number, five aſſeſſors to 
the dean of gild, to ſitt with him, whereof three, with the dean of gild himſelf, are to be a quorum 2: 
Item, That the town-councill ſhall yearly choſe fifteen perſons extraneous from the councill, whereof two 
of the trades, and nine to be a quorum ; which fifteen perſons, ſo choſen, ſhall give their oaths de fdeli be- 
fore the council, and ſhall be ſtent - maſters for the enſuing year, for proportioning, in preſence of a baillie, 
all the tents to be impoſed within the burgh that year: em, That no tent be impoſed on the inhabitants 
of the burgh (except the public ceſs due by law) without conſent” of ane head court: Item, That, on the 
ſecond Tueſday of September yearly, the magiſtrates call ane head court, and there expoſe to the whole 
inhabitants the preſent condition and circumſtances of the burgh, and of the common good thereof, and 
of their own management of the ſamen ; and that the haill office bearers, books, and accompes, lie on the 
council-table yearly, twenty days preceeding the head court, for the ſatisfaction of all concerned. And 
the ſaid committee witted and decerned, that the above ſett ſhould Rand and continue inviolable and un- 
changeable in all time coming, for the rule and government of the ſaid oo of Elgin, and fhould com- 
mence and take effect at Michaelmaſs 1706 years, and yearly and continually thereafter; certifying the 
breakers thereof, that the royal burrows would notice and puniſh them accordingly, and ſtate themſelves 
againſt them. The committee adjourned the ſaid meeting till to-morrow, at which time they would con- 
ſider the other grievances, hinc inde, under ſubmiſſion ; and the praeſes did ſubſcribe the faid ſederunt, for. 
and in name of the meeting; fic ſubſcribitur, Alex. Leſlie, P. Att Elgin, the 14th day of September 1705 
years, the foreſaid haill-committee preſent, ut ſupra ; the ſaid day, the committee, conſidering that the a- 
bove ſett, made for regulating the election of the magiſtracy and town councill of Elgin, in manner con- 
tained in their laſt ſederunt, does not take effect till Michaelmaſs 1706 years, and that both parties ſubs: 
mitters are deſirous, by their repreſentations given in to the committee, bine inde, whereto their ſubmiſſion 
is referred, to have all their differences removed ; therefore, they, as judges arbitrators, and as having 
power by the ſaid ſubmiſſion, repreſentation, and anſwers thereto, it is referred, for preventing the factions 
and debates that may ariſe betwixt the ſaid parties ſubmitters, anent the eleRione of their magiſtracy and 
councill for the ſaid next enſuing year, did nominate ane councill for the: ſaid burgh for the ſaid year, as 
at length is contained in the decreet-arbitral ſigned-by the ſaid committee on the back of the ſaid ſubmiſ- 
fon, whoſe names are as follows; Thomas ET 4 and Thomas Calder, preſent baillies of —_= 
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William Sutherland and Robert Innes, late baillies thereof, William Kin wolt. of, N 
Thomas Ruſſell late treaſurer of the abe James Innes elder, dne g I — r Fro - 
die, James Gordon ſenior, James Fenton, William Mitchell and John Sinclair werchants in the ſaid burgh, 
Jliam Gordon preſent treaſurer, and Kenneth M*Kenzie in the ſamen burgh, Alezander 
atto preſent conveener, John Walker deacon of the hammermen, and William Innes deacon to the thoe-. 
makers ; the committee ordained the ſubmiſſion and decreet-arbitrall to be given to the town-clerk of El- 
in, and by him to be regiſtrat in the town-court books, that all perſons, upon 1 may have acceſs 
thereto, and gett extracts thereof. The committee alſo inted ane extract of the haill ſederunt of the 
ſaid meeting to be ſigned by the pracſes and clerk, and given to the town of Elgin, which they ordained 
to be inſert and recorded in their councill books z as alſo. appointed: the clerk to extract the ſaid haill ſede- 
runt, and give each of the ſaid committee ane extract, and likeways appointed the ſes to ſend to the 
next general convention of burrows another extract 2 by him and the clerk, report from the ſaid 
meeting, and the ſaid haill committee did ſubſcribe ſaid ſederunt ; fc 1 25 Alex. Leſlie p. W. 
Crook ſenior, Ro. Turnbull, Hugh Roſs, Malcolme Roſs, J. Brodie, Hugh Baillie, W. Home. Ex- 
trated by warrand of the ſaid committee by (ic ſubſcribitur), Alexander Leſlie p. Pat. Leſlie clk. Ex- 
trafted forth of the records of the royall burrows by Mr Adam Watt town clerk of Edinburgh, and con- 
junct general clerk to the royal burrows. This extract is taken from the council books of Elgin by me ( 

eka, , James Anderſon clk. Extracted, &c. | 
| Fr DUNDAS. 
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AT Banff, the twenty day of June, 190g years, federunt of ane head court, John Mark provoſt of 
Banff, James Clarke, and John Anderſon, baillies of the ſaid b » John Ogilvie dean of gild, William 
Thomſone treaſurer, Thomas Wallace deacon conveener, John rray, James Gray, George Steuart, 
George Garden, Robert Philp, Thomas Cock, Mark Maver, councilors of the ſaid burgh. The ſaid 
day, ane head court of the ſaid burgh, intimat be tuck of drum through the haill burgh, whereby the 
haill inhabitants, burgeſſes and heritors thereof, were ſtrictly c to attend the ſaid court, within 
the tolbooth thereof, this day and place, to the effect after ioned ; and the ſaids haill inhabitants bur - 

and heretors of the ſaid burgh, being frequently mett, conform to the ſaid appontment, and taking” 
to their conſideration the twenty · ninth paragraph of the miflive, direct to the magiſtrates of the burgh of 
Banff, and figned be Adam Watt, town clerk of Edinburgh, and conjun& clerk of the royal burrows, 
in name of the Right Honourable the Lord Provoſt, Baillies, and Council, of the burgh of Edin 
bearing, that by the thirtie act of the laſt general convention, each royall burgh within this kingdom was 
appointed to fend up. their ſett to the clerks of the burrows, to be recorded in ane particular book to be 
keeped for that very purpoſe, to the end any queſtion about their reſpective ſetts may be quickly diſcuſt 
upon producing the ſaid book, and that betwixt and the next convention, certifying ſuch as ſball fail there-- 
in, they — be the next general convention, fined in the fum of two hundred pounds Scots money. 
And ſicklike, that the ſett of the burgb, as it now ſtands by ane ad of the ſaid burgh, bearing date the 
ſrventh day of October, 1704 years, is ſo burdenſome and heavy on the burgh, that the ſamen cannot be 
ſupported, be reaſone of the paucity and ſcarcity of men to this burgh pertaining, able capable to carry 
charge therein, and admitt to be fo een as in the ſaid act required, being, that it appoints. 
the bail council ta be changed, except old four of the laſt year's council, every year, and the hail) magi- 
racy and office-brarers. Sicklike every year, which the court repreſents as ane intollerable greivance, 
yot able to be born, and therefore alters and reſcinds the ſaid act of ſett of electione, of the date foreſaid,. 
in fo far allennerly as is contradictory to the ſett underwritten, appointed to be the only rule in all time. 
— electing the council and office bearers of the burgh of Banff yearly, in manner following, to. 
wut, the old council of the year preceeding ſhall, previous to the term of Michaelmaſs. meet within the 
council houfe yearly, on the days and dates formerly appointed Nee TRY of the com- 
mon council and magiſtrats, and that the number ſhall not exceed ſeventeen. councilers Yo (in which 
number ſhall be included the deacon conveener and his aſſeſſor, to be choſen as formerly) and there make 
choice of eight councilers, for the prececding year's council, to be councilers for that ſucceeding year, 
> and 
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apd then make choice of eight ew conggilrs, mhiche with nds axon nemweng 10 huchalen. be 
trades, makes up the number four, out gf hic! * office: bearers of here provok, bailli 
dean of gild, and treaſurer, are appointed yearly to be choſen, and then the haill council of the preceed- 
ing year, with the eight to be choſen for the ſubſequent year, and the deacon conveener choſen that year, 
ſhall yearly choſe the provoſt that year, whoſe election ſhall not continue but to Michaelmaſs next year, 
but then may be choſen for ane ſecond year, which election for that ſecond year ſhall not continue but as 
above, but may, if the council determine, be choſen for ane third year to continue as above, and no 
longer ; but hereafter, ſhall choſe anofFer provoſtz and ſhall lay that preceeding provoſt | afide, for that 
ſubſequent year, and never come in office unleſs his merit deſerves, and he be choſen again after the in- 
terval of one, two, or three years, or more, as it to them ſhall ſeem fitt. And the number of baillies, 
to conſiſi of three or four baillies yearly, as the council ſhall appoint: from year to year and time to time, 
to be elected, choſen, and nominate, firſt, ſecond, and third years, if the council think meet and conve- 
nient, in the ſamen manner, and after the method the provoſt ia appointed yearly-to be'choſen ;: and after; 
they, or any one of them, has ſerved three years, to be laid afide; unleſe they be choſen again aſter ſuch 
an interval as is above written, appointed for choſing a provoſt in the caſe: foreſaid; and the dean of gud. 
to be ſicklike choſen yearly, and may ſicklike continue in that Ration the ſpace of thnee years alennerty, 
and no more, in caſe he be choſen yearly in manner above preſcribed j as alſo the treaſurer yearly as a- 
foreſaid ; which the haill court of unanimous conſent without contradiction, ftatpts, .conftituts, enacta, 
and ordains, to be the only method of election in time coming, commencing at Michaelmaſs next to come, 
reſcinding and annulling all former acts contrare hereto in any ſort, extracted by me, /x. 
ſubſeribitur, J. Cock, clerk. Extracted, &c. FL | 
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SET T of the burgh of Kirkwall is as follows, vin. that: the burgh ſhall have ane provoſts ſour baillies,- 

ane dean of gild, and ane treaſurer, and ſixteen. conntilers, whereof the jour deacons of eraifts to be ſont, 

to be elected in manner following, viz, the magiſtrates and council ſhall yearly, ſame fix or cight days be- 
fore Michaelmaſs day, meet in their council chamber, and by 2 plurality of votes, make 2 leit of two out 
of the council, to be with the then preſent provoſt upon the leit of provoſtrie, and four out of the council 
yith the then preſent baillies to be upon the leit of bailliary; and double of which leits Ggned by the com- 
mon clerk or his depute, ſhall be given to the four'trades, or their deacons, and another double to anc of 
the town officers, with a lit of the burgeſſes, qualiſied in manner after ſpecified, to have vote in the dec- 
tion, bearing ane warrand to the ſaid officer, for charging the {aids burgeſſes to be preſent at the electian 
upon Michaelmaſs day about eleven of the clock, at ringing of the bell, to give their votes; and that the 
rn upon Michaelmaſes day in the torenoon, conveen within St Magus kirk in Kirk» 
„and receive the votes of the ſaid burgeſſes, and trades, each burgeſs to vote for one to be provoſt, 
and four to be baillies, and each trade by their deacon; or eldeſt craftſmen upon the place, to have two 
votes, both as to the leit of provoſtry and baillary, conform to cuſtom. And that the provoſt ſo elected 
ſhall continue for two years, and the baillies for one year ; notwithſtanding: whereof, the provoſt er baillies 
may be continued longer, if they be of new elected. Am. That no honorary burgeſs, or burgeſſes, not 

12 within e or not ſrotting ar lotting with the burgh, ſhall have vote in the election. 

Item. no prozics be admitted for abſents, excepting only for ſuch as were preſent upon the place at 

making up of the Jeits, qualified as ſaid is and charged to be preſent perſonally, or at their dwelling-pla- . 

ces, as uſe is, but neceſſarily called away thereafter. Item, The provoſt and baillies to be elefted in man- 

ner foreſaid, ſhall, upon Michaelmaſs afternoon, or next council day thereafter, by plurality of votes, 
choſe ane dean of gild, and ane treaſurer, out of the old countil ; and the provoſt, baillies, dean of gild; 
and treafurer, choſe the new council; and, if any of the old magiſtrates be changed, and new ones choſen 
in their place, the old ſhall continue to fitt in conncil the ſucceeding: year, Im, That the magiſtrates - 
and council being © choſen, the four ſeveral trades ſhall name two of each crafft to be with the reſpeQive- 
old deacons upon the leit of deaconrie, and given into the council, out of which leit, the magiſtrates and 
council ſhall, by plurality of votes, choſe one of each craffi to be deacons for the enſuing year. Extracted 
a * from. 
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THE town of Wick was erected into a h royal the twenty-fifth of September 1 589, by George Earle 
of Caithneſs, who, by the charter of — granted to the town, obliged them to choſe Gn magiſtrates 
by his advice; fo that the conſtant ſett of the town was to allow the Earle of Caithneſs to be provoſt, and 

bim to choſe one of the baillies, and the town only choſing the other, and thereafter the provoſt and 
the two baillies to nominate ſeven councilers of burgeſſes and heritors within the ſaid town : But now, fince 
the Earl of Caithneſs does not concerne about the provoſtrie, the town has been, and are in uſe to choſe 
their own provoſt and two baillies, by the plurality of the pole; and the provoſt, in conjunction with the 
two baillies (if on the place), doe nominate the ſeven councilers, with ane dean of gild and treaſurer. This 
is the true ſett of this burgh, as is verified by (ie ſubſcribitur) Alexander Doull baillie, J. Manſon counciler, 
Alexr. Poull counciler, Geo. Sinclair counciler, - Muliken counciler, Will. Murray counciler. 


tn the General Conventin of Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the ſeventh day of ful 


1716 years ; © | 


THE which day, the convention, anent the petition given in be John Calder, commiſſioner for the burgh 
of Wick, for himſelf, and in name of the reſt of the magiſtrates, town council, and burgeſſes thereof, ſhew- 
ing, that King James the Sixth, by a charter under the great ſeal produced, dated the twenty-fifth of Sep- 
tember 1589 years, did erect the town of Wick into a burgh royal, and appointed the magiſtrates and 
town council thereof to be elected yearly, with advice and conſent of George Earl of Caithneſs, his heirs 
and ſucceſſors ; with this further qualification, that they ſhould not be choſen any other manner of — 
And albeit, the import of the foreſaid clauſe and limitation, in favours of the Earl of Caithneſs and 
ſucceſſors, is, that the magiſtrates ſhould preſent a leit of the perſons to be choſen fox his approbation, which 
has been explained by the cuſtome and practice of this and all other burghs, where ſuch a conſent is ne- 
ceſſary by the charter of erection; yet, upon miſapprehending the true intent and deſign of the clauſe, 
there has been of late ſome variety in the method of election in the ſaid burgh, eſpecially in abſence of the 
Earl of Rraedalbane, and the Lord Glenorchy his ſon, upon whom the right of the earldom of Caithneſs, 
and whole priviledges thereof is eſtabliſhed. And ſeeing it is abſolutely requiſite for the order and 
government of the ſaid burgh, that a ſettled rule for the elections in all time coming ſhould be laid down, 
according to the meaning and import of the ſaid charter of erection, therefore craving the convention to 
appoint that, in all time coming, the magiſtrates for the time ſhould make a leit of the perſons to be choſen 
for the following year, and that the ſaid leit be preſented to the ſaid Lord Glenorchy and his ſucceſſors, 
who. are inveſted with the right of the ſaid earldom and priviledges, that he or they may choſe out of the 
faid leit magiſtrates for the enſuing year, and that the ſaid magiſtrates may choiſe the town council; and 
that the convention would authorize the foreſaid ſett as ane rule to be obſerved in all time coming, 
as the petition ſigned by the ſaid John Calder bears :—Which being read, the convention 'remit- 
ted the conſideration thereof to the commiſſioners for the burghs [nverneſs, Dumfermling, Sel- 

kirk, Whithorn, Dingwall, and Campbelltown, as a committee, and to report their opinion thereanent 
to the convention. Accordingly the committee this day reported, That they having conſidered the petition and 
grounds thereof, with the particular clauſe of the ſaid original charter in favours of the Earl of Caith- 
neſs and his ſucceſſors, referring to the election of the magiſtrates thereof, which runs in theſe words: 
« Cum ſpeciali et plenaria poteſtate liberis inhabitantibus et burgenſibus dicti burgi, et ſuis ſucceſſoribus 
in futurum, cum expreſſo aviſamento et conſenſu dicti noſtri conſanguinei Georgi Comitis de Caithneſs, 
ejus haeredum et ſucceſſorum, et non aliter, ſeu alio modo praepoſitum, et quatuor balivos dicti burgi 
incolas et habitatores, una cum theſaurario, gildae decano, conſulibus, burgenſibus, ſerjeandis, aliiſque XL 
ficiariis neceſſariis intra diftum burgum, pro gubernatione ejuſdem faciendi, eligendi, conſtituendi, et cre- 
andi, &c.“ And they likewiſe having conſidered the circumſtances of the faid burgh, it was the unani- 
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conſent of the Earl of Caithneſs, and their ſuccefſore 
magiſtrates of the ſaid burgh was indiſpenſably neceſſar; and the making a leit by 
| time being, conſiſting of two, out of which a provoſt, and four, out of which two 
baillies are to be named, and the preſenting the ſame thirty days before Michaelmaſs to, and the appro- 
vi Son LOCO and his ſucceſſors, as coming in place of the Earles of Caithneſs, or 
by his ſheriff-deput there, in caſe of his abſence forth of Scotland, ought to be the rule of election in all 
time coming; and that theſe magiſtrates, when ſo choſen and elected, are to choſe ſeven councilers, 2 
| treaſurer, and a dean of gild ; and that the preſent magiſtracy repreſented in this preſent convention. be 
authoriſed, before expiration of their office, to proceed in theſe terms at the next election for the enſuing 
year, and ſo forth in all time coming. And the committee find, That the former ſett, recorded. in the 
Lavoe decks dated the goth of ober, 1711, was not, conform to the charter of erection, as the re- 
port bears. Which petition, grounds thereof, and report, being conſidered by the convention, and ane 
queſtion being moved, and putt to the vote, approve of the report of the committee ſo as to take effect im- 
mediately, or only after July, 1717 years, betwixt and which time parties might obje&. It carryed, 
That it ſhould take effect immediately ; and therefore the convention authorized and appointed, and here- 
by authorize and appoint, the preſent magiſtrates and council of the burgh of Wick, and their ſucceſſors 
in office, in all time coming, to make their elections in the terms of the above report, conform to the 
foreſaid charter of erection. Extracted, &c. . 
JOHN DUNDAS 


. . 
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AT the Michaelmaſs head court, holden be the magiſtrates and town councill of the dud of Bop 
wall within the tolbuith of the ſamen, upon the gth day of October, 1110 years, Kenneth Baine of 
loch, younger, one of the ſaid council, and commiſſioner * for repreſenting the ſaid burgh in the 
laſt general convention of the royal burrows holden at Edinburgh in July preceeding, produced the 
drau he of the ad of fott ſor regulating the elefion of the magiirates and council of the Al burghh, con 
_ with the 2 burrows, by appointment of the ſaid honourable conventione, and after the 
the ſame was publickly read, and duly conſidered by the ſaid magiſtrates and town council, it was putt 
to the vote, approve of the ſaid draught or not; and carryed unanimouſly approve, and thereafter it was 
ordained by the ſaids iſtrates and town council, That the foreſaid act ſhould be recorded, and ane 
authentick extract thereot tranſmitted under the hand of theirclerk, by the commiſſioners that ſhall-be ap- 
pointed to repreſent the ſaid bu-gh at the next general convention, that the ſame may be ratified and ap- 
proven by the ſaid honourable convention; of the which act of ſett, the tenor follows thus: The annual 
election of the magiſtrates and council of the burgh of Dingwall, ſhall be upon the 2gth of September, 
when it falls to be Tueſday, and when it falls upon any other day, the next Tueſday thereafter; the 
which day, the then preſent council being mett in the ordinary place, ſhall choſe a new council, to conſiſt 
of fifteen perſons, who muſt be merchants or tradeſmen, reſiding in the boos or heretors, bearing a part 
of all the publick burdens of the burgh, out of which number of fifteen of new council, the old council 
ſhall choſe a provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, by making three leets for the provoſt, four 
for the baillies, and two for the dean of gild, and two for the treaſurer, without being reſtricted to have 
the old magiſtrates on the leets ; the provoſt, dean of gild, and treaſurer ſhall not continue longer than 
three years without being changed, but the baillies may be continued five years; and the provoſt, baillies, 
dean of gild, .and treaſurer, are to be continued in the number of fifteen councilers, the next year after 
they go out of their offices ; and none ſhall be capable to bear any office of magiſtracy in the town till 
he be two years a counciler, and there ſhall be two at leaſt of the council changed every year. Extracted 


by me, fic ſubſcribitur, Jo. Tuach clerk. Extracted, &c. 
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ATT Taine, the eighteenth day of Auguſt 1708 years ; the which day, in obedience to ane at of the 
era} convention of burrows, holden in July laſt, directed to the burghs of Aberdeen, Inverneſs, Elgin, 
ff, Nairn, Forreſs, Dingwall, Dornock, and Fortroſe, or any five of them to be a,quorum, to meet at 
this burgh this preſent day, for making enquiry into the ancient conſtitution, uſe, and wont of the election 
of — and town council of the ſaid burgh of Taine for ſeveral years paſt, and to call for the books. 
and records of the ſaid town to that effect, and to endeavour, as much as in them lyes, to create a good 
underſtanding amongſt the inhabitants of the ſaid burgh, to the end they may live in amity and peace, and 
to report their diligeiice to the next general convention, as the ſaid act and commiſſion, of the date the 
thirteen day of july laſt, containing ſeveral other beads, as in. itſelf more fully bears ; conſorme whereun- 
to, and in obedience whereof, chmpeared Alex. Duff of Drummoor, provoſt of Invergeſs, who. was one of 
the mnibers of the ſuid laſt convention, as commiſſioner tor the ſaid burgh of Inverneſs to this preſent 
meeting: As alſo compeared Kenneth MKenzie younger, baillie of Elgin, as, commiſſioner for the ſaid 
burgh, and produced his commiſſion from the magiſtrates and ton council thereof to the eſſect foreſaid. 
Likeas compexted Jonathan Dunbar of Tilliglens, one of the preſent baillies of Forres, . and produced his 
commiſſion to the effect above ſpecified. Alſo compeared Daniel Dingwall, one of the preſent baillies of 
Dingwall, and produced his commiſſion to the effect above rehearſed ; which three commiſſions are of date 
the {ixteen day of Auguſt 1708 years inſtant. And likewiſe compeared Wm, Tolme dean of guild of For- 
troſe, and one of the members of the laſt general convention, as commiſſioner for the ſaid burgh of For- 
troſe to the effect above written; with power to the ſaids commiſſioners to choſe their own praeſes and 
clerk, and to that end have choſen the ſaid Alex- Duff of Drummoor as praeſes to their ſaid meeting, and 
Charles Manſon clerk of Tain as their clerk: And we having conſidered the councill books of the ſaid 
burgh of Taine far above forty years backward, we find (notwithſtanding ſome of their hooks produced 
de defective in ſeveral particulars), yet that the number of their -council, 'including provoſt, baillies, dean 
of guild, and treaſurer, did not exceed fiſteen, and ſome years thitteen, till Michaelmas 1706 years, at 
which: time the Laird of Balnagowin was made provoſt, their number was augmented to ſeventeen, which 
is. two more than their ordinair number and old conſtitution ; and at Michaelmaſs '1707, having mett upon 
the twenty-ninth day of September, they continued the ſeventeen of the former years ele&ione ; and, upon 
the ninth day of Ofober thereafter, they added fix more to their council, viz. Willlam Lord Roſs, Wil 
liam. Lord Strathnever, John Lord M*Leod, William Roſs, and John Manſon merchants, and Charles 
Roſs wi er in Taine, as new councillers ; and, on the fourth day of June laſt, 1708 years inſtant, the 
Laird of Balnagowine provoſt, having conveened a quorum of the council of the ſaid burgh, did motione 
therein, that, in reſpect and by the deceaſe of John Roſs late provoſt, and Alexander Roſs baillie, being on 
death - bed, and the Hon. William Roſs is living at ſuch a diſtance that he could not attend the ſaid coun- 
cil, therefore craved that the council ſhould nominate other three conncillers to officiate ; and accordingly 
they did proceed and elected William Roſs of Eaſter Fern, William Roſs of Aldie, and Thomas Roſs ju- 
nior merchant in Tain, to exerce in that ſtatione as eouncillers, which, with the former number, — only 
twenty-ſix councilors, including the magiſtrates. It is unanimouſly the opinian of us the members of the 
committee, that the election at Michaclmaſs 1706, and at Michaelmaſs 1707, and the addition of counci- 
lers the ninth of October 1907, and the fourth of June 1708, are palpable encroachments upon the conſti- 
tution of the ſaid burgh of Tain, and contrare to the ſetts of other well-governed burghs : And for remeed 
thereof, recommend to the magiſtrats and council of Tain in time coming, that they do not exceed the 
number of fifteen councilors, including the provoſt, baillies, dean of guild, and treaſurer, and that they be 
all men qualified conforme to the acts and conſtitutione of burrows, viz. that they be merchants, traffiquers, 
actual reſidenters, tradeſmen, inhabitants, or ſuch perſons as can gain or loſe in the concerns of the burgh 
and that for hereafter their provoſt mort to continue above three years, being yearly choſen be the town 
council, and that their baillies, dean of guild, and treaſurer, continue not above two years, being yearly 
choſen as ſaid is, and that they turn off yearly at Michaelmaſs four of their old council, and, in place of 
them, to choſe four new councillers, and the new council ſo choſen to ele the magiſtrates out of the ſaid 
number of fifteen ; and this we give as our report, in obedience to the ſaid aft and commiſſion ; and we 
publickly intimate the ſame to the magiſtrates, council, and inhabitants of the ſaid burgh of Tain; and, in 
teſtimony whereof, we and our faid clerk have ſubſcribed this preſent report, day, place, and year of God 
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Ane council of the duft of Tain, holden the 29th day of September 1705 years, by the Laird of Balian- 
own provoſt, Robert and Malcolme Roſſes baillies, Alex, Roſs dean of gild, Andrew M- Culloch treaſurer, 

omas Roſs late dean of gild, David Roſs late treaſurer, William Roſs of Eaſter Fearn, David Roſs of 
Inverchaſley, William Rofs of Aldie, Andrew Roſs of Pitſgartie, Charles Roſs, Alex. Manſon, Thomas Roſs 
jun William Roſs merchant ; the whilk day the magiſtrates and council conſidering the advice of the 
committee ſent to this burgh from the laſt convention of the royal burrows, and for preventing of debate 
in all time coming, anent the election of . and councillers within this burgh, they enact and or- 
dain, that this preſent council ſhall now, on nty-ninth of September inſtant, tirſt, ele& the number 
of fifteen perſons qualified, conform to acts and conſtitutions, of the burrows ; and the ſaid council being 
| ſua choſen ſhall qualify theryſelves' according to law, and thereafter ſhall choſe out of their own number 2 
provoſt, two baillies, a dean of gild, and a treaſurer, who ſhall continue their reſpective tations, conform 
to the cuſtome and conſtitution of this burgh till Michaelmaſs next 1709. years, and then the ſaid. council 
ſhall putt, off four of theic aumber, and four new. councillers, qualified as above, in their place, to make 
the number of fifteen ; and the faid fifteen ſhall choſe the provoſt, two baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer. 
for the next ꝓear, and ſua ſucceſſive in all time coming: and enacts, that no provoſt ſhall continue longer 
then three years, and the baillies, dean of guild, and treaſurer, ſhall continue no r then two years, 
albeit they be choſen yearly for a longer ſpace, and chat each magiſtrate, at his admithon, enact him 
ſelf not to continue for a longer ſpace of time, and ſhall obſerve the above ſett, under the penalty of five 
hundred merks, and the ſaid ſpace of magiſtrates continuance to be counted and commenced from the 
date of thir preſents ; which act above written, is approven of aemine contradicente. Sic ſubſcribitur, David 
Roſs of Balingowan provoſt, Malcome Raſs baillie, Robert Roſs. baillie, Alexander Manſon, Tho. 
William Rofs, Thomas Roſs, William Roſs, Andrew Roſs, David Roſs, A. Tulloch, C. Roſs, L. R 
Wm. Roſs, Al. Roſs, —Extracted furth of the council records of the ſaid burgh of Tain be me, fe fabſcrs: 
bitur, Cha. Manſone clerk. | | Ty To | 105. 1 4 


In the General Convention of Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the tenth day of Yuly 
1730 years, eat N 


| The which day, it being repreſented to the convention by the commiſſioner for the h of Tayrie, that 
the ſaid burgh laboured under a great inconveniency, by reaſon the ſett of their burgh did only allow them 
to elect two baillies, ſo that the town was ſometimes without a magiſtrate, by reaſon of their occaſional ab- 
ſence ; which being conſidered by the convention, they grant warrand to the town council of the ſaid 
burgh to elect a third baillie at their next annual election, and in time coming, in caſe they ſhall think 
proper; and appoint this to be recorded with the ſett of the ſaĩd burgh. —Extrafted, &c. eee 
| | JOHN DUNDAS$. 
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IN the frſt place, the council conſiſts of two baillies and ane treaſurer, and of twenty-one counſellors, 
conſiſting of maltmen, merchants, ſeamen, and tradeſmen, and each of the ſaid counſell yearly leets two, 
E362 OR oy OY OI IE to be upon the new counſell till the number be 
| Thereafter 
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. Thereafter there is a day appointed for receiving of the new counſell, and qualifying of them conforme 
to law, * day or two before Michaelmas, or upon Michaelmaſs yearly. 

The ſaid day, after qualifying and receiving the new counſel, the baillies make their leet, which is ſin 
leited by each of them, which makes twelve, out of which twelve the baillies, treaſurer, and coun- 

„ old and new, chooſeth fix, and out of which fix the two iſtrats for the enſuing year are elected. 
Thereafter the treaſurer leits two to be treaſurer, one of which are elected by the baillies and counſelf 
for the enſuing year. Extracted by me upon the firſt day of July 1710 years. Sic ſubſeribitur, W. Pite: 

&c. | 


tullo clerk. 
JOHN DUNDAS. 


W. 
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Conforme to ane Decreet-arbitral, pronounced by the Earle of Rother, in July, 1662 years. 


IN the firſt place, for the better government of the ſaid h in all time coming, we decern and or- 
dain, that the town counſell of the faid burgh ſhall conſiſt of twenty-one perſons, to witt, ten who are, 
or have been ſea - faring men, eight who are, or have been trafficking merchants, and three craffiſmen, 
who, beſide the haill deacons of craffts, ſhall vote in the yearly electione, which crafftſmen are to be elected 
be the counſell, and ont of eight perſons promiſcuouſly of ſea-faring men and merchants, of the ſaid num- 
ber of twenty-one perſons, there ſhall be choſen the provoſt for the year to come, two baillies, dean of gild, 
and treaſurer ; and ordains the preſent counſell to elect and choiſe the haill twenty one perſons, and in all 
time thereafter, the old counſell to chooſe the new ; and thereafter, the old counſell and new, with the whole 
deacons of craffts for the time being, to conveen yearly at their ordinar time of eleQion, and leet, chooſe, 
and ele, the ſaid magiſtrates, baillies, dean of gild, counſel, and other officers of the burgh, who ſhall 
bear rule for the year to come; and, if any crafftſman exercifing merchandize, for his good qualities ſhall 
be promoted to the office of magiſtracy, in that caſe, he ſhall leave his crafft and not occupy the ſame 
be himſelf nor his ſervants during the time of his office, and ſhall not return thereto without he obtain ſpe- 
cial licence of the provoſt, baillies, and counſell, for that effect. Item, Ordains, that there be a gild 
counſell preſently elected within the ſaid burgh, and that the ſaid dean of gun be one that hath carried 
the office of magiſtracy formerly, and his counſell to conſiſt of fix, beſides himſelf, and that the ſaid dean 
of gild and his counſel be now and in time coming, elected choſen as the reſt of the magiſtrates at the 
time, and in manner above written, and that there be three of the number of crafftſmen gild brethren, 
qualified to be ſo, according to auditor in ſhiping hereafter expreſst ; decerns and ordains, that any of the 
ſaid number be elected and choſen to be ane of the ſaid fix of the gild counſell yearly in time coming. 
Item, Decerns and ordains, that no manner of perſone be choſen provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, or trea- 
ſarer, of the ſaid burgh, (ſuppoſe they be burgeſſes, and able therefore) without they have been ane year 
or two upon the counſel! of before, and for Hom of factions, that none be upon the counſell above two 
years together, except they be office- bearers, and ſo by virtue of their office in the connſell. Item, That 
none be elected deacon of any crafft, except that he hath» been ane maſter of his crafft two years at 
leaſt, and that none of them be continued in their office of deaconſhip above two years together. Ex- 
tracted furth of the publick records of the ſaid burgh, by me, fc ſubſcribitur, Pat. Cunninghame, clerk. 


Extracted, &c. 
1 DUND A8. 


At Edinburgh, the twenty- ninth day of Angel 1721 years, wee, the committee of the royal burrows, 
judges arbitrators choſen by James White preſent provoſt of Kirkaldie, as having power, warrand, and 
commiſſion, from the magiſtrates and town council of the ſaid burgh, conform to ane a& of the town 
council thereof, dated the eight day of July laſt, 1921 years, for himſelf, and the ſaids magiſtrates and 
council on the one part, and James Oſwald of Dumykeir, merchant in Kirkaldie, and Henry Miller of 
Fowrie, chirurgeon, and late conveener there, for themſelves, and in name and behalf of ſeveral of the 


burgeſles 
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efſes of Kirkaldie, by ane'commiſſion igned by them on the other part, conform to their ſubmillion, 
dated the eleventh day of the ſaid month of July laſt, whereby the ſaid parties did ſubmit to the laſt ge- 
neral convention of the royal burrows, or | 


ſaid committee, their deciſion and final determination, 


2 


the differences betwixt them contained in ane petition, given in by the ſaid James Oſwald, and others, 10 


the ſaid laſt convention, / as the ſaid ſubmiſſion more fully bears. And the ſaid committee, judges 
s debatable upon them, and they being therewith wal 


arbitrators; h: accepted the ſaid and” 
"ripely adviſed, and after full hearing of both the fads parties, and confderaion of th matters laid before 


them, find, that the qualification of having five hundred merks in ſhiping, is not required of thoſe who 


are councilers and magiſtrates in Kirkaldie, by the decreet-arbitral, which ſerves the h in place ot 4 


ſett, but that it is only required of thoſe who are admitted gild brethren, and that the ſaid qualification, 


even as to gild brethren, was never in obſervance. As to the ſecond point of the petition, relating to the 


conveener's being in uſe to preſent a leit of three trades councillers, and the council's being in uſe to re- 
ceive them; find the ſame not proven. As to the third point of the petition, find it was i ar on the 
part of the town council of Kirkaldie, to receive a deacon of the taillors preſented to them by the con- 
veener, and his council, and not elected by the incorporation of the taillors. As to the fourth part of the 
petition, find, that frequent debates has happened in the election of the ſtrates, and particularly of 
the dean of gild, through not 5 — ſtrictly the ſaid decreet or ſett; and therefore, all in one voice, 
after mature deliberatione, having 

furth their ſentence and decreet-arbitral in manner following, to witt, we hereby ordain, that the 
town council ſhall not, in time coming, receive any deacon, but ſuch as are choſen by their reſpective in- 
corporations, in manner provided by the ſaid decreet, and hereby diſcharges the conveener and his eoun- 
eil to chooſe any deacons in time coming; and furder, ordain the magiſtrates and council of Kirkaldie, 
to have a ſpecial regard, in the election of the magiſtrates, to the rules preſcribed by their ſaid ſett, parti- 
cularly, to ele& the ſaids magiſtrates and dean of gild out of the number of eight; and la, we decern 
and ordain the election of the magilirgtes and town council of Kirkaldie to ſubſiſt. (Signed) Jo. Wight- 
man praeſes, John Drummond tor Rotheſay, Geo. Irving for Sanquhar, T. Nimmo 7 Inverary. Ex- 


tracted, &c. | | 8 

pe 7 72 JOHN DUNDA'S. 
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Gump, none. n 
'HuzrrToxs, who are not wes; the committee cannot condeſcend on any, _ g 
IxcorroraT1ONs, ſeven; and the number of members connected with them about g3. 
Is HABITANTS, about 2000. | > of AS HY tre e dk 
B URNT IS IL AN n. 


AT Bruntiſland, the fourth day of Jul. 1909 years ; whereas, by ane act of the general convention 


and a good conſcience before their eyes, they pronounce and give 


- 


of xoyal burrows, made in July laſt, each royal burgh within this kingdome was appointed to ſend up 
their ſett to the clerks of the burrows, to be recorded in a particular book to be kept for that very pur- 


poſe, to the end any queſtion about their reſpeQive ſetts may be quickly diſcuſt upon producing the ſaid 


boak,, and that betwixt and the next convention. In obedience thereto, know, chat the ſett of the ſaid 


burgh of Bruntiſland conſiſts of twenty-one perſons, whereof fourteen are termed gild councillers, (albeit 
they never had a gildrie) conſiſting of merchants, ſkippers, ſeamen, maltmen, and land-labourers ; out 
of which, three are choſen yearly at Michaelmaſs, by the old and new <ouncill, to be baillies, and the o- 
ther ſeven are trades councillors, being each of ilk trade, to with, 4 ſmith, à wright, a baxter, a cordiner, 
a taylor, a fleſher, and a weaver; and the three baillies being ſua choſen out of the gild councill, the 


whole councill conſiſts ſtill of twenty-one perſons, whereof three baillies, and eighteen counſellers, whereof - 


eleven gild counſellers, and ſeven trades counſellers, and if the provoſt be a nobleman he is ſupernume- 


rasy of the ſett, being twenty-one; but if the provoſt be a burger, he is incluſive of the ſaid ſett, and he 
is alſo choſen yearly at Michaelmaſs one of the gild counſel, by the old and new council, before they pre 
ceed to the election of the baillies, and then there are only two baillies that officiats with him; but th 
has been no burger provoſt thir ſixty or ſeventy years bygone. That this i the ſett of the ſaid burgh of 
Bruntiſland, is atteſted by me, fe ſubſcribitur, bs | ; 


[: 6 Þ.. 


Within the convention of royal burrows, holden. at E , the ſeventh day of July, 1 
The which day, the convention having conſidered two memorials from the burgh of Bruntiſſan ': 
from the greateſt number of the inhabitants, ſubſcribing : the other from a many of the members f 
their town council, defiring ſeveral rectiſcations in the i ing: 
heard the ſaid rectiſications propoſed ; and the two ' | 
and no objections made againſt the ſaid particular reQifications, and the convention ha 
council books, and it not appearing from them that the former ſett was ſufficiently warranted from the: 


ids books, nor from the laws regulating the elections within burgh, they ſtatute and ordain, that in all 
ime coming, they ſhall obſerve the alterations following, viz. (1, That none be capable of the magi- 


ſtracy but merchants and actual traffickers, bearing ſcott and lott within the ſaid burgh. 22 That no 
— 1 tt HIP longer than two years at once. (3tio,) That three of their gild council be an- 
changed. (4, — oof an continue above two years together, and that the deacons be 
annually. choſen upon the Thurſday preceeding the election of magiſtrates, at ten in the forenoon, at the 
uſual place of their elections; and appoints theſe alterations to be inviolably obſerved in all time coming, 
as a part of the rules for their elections, to take place at Michaelmaſs next; and ordains the clerks/of the: 


royal burrows, to tranſmitt ane extract hereof to the magiſtrates of the ſaid h. Extracted, &. 
| x | JOHN DUNDAS. 


J, W. 
NOTE. | 
The Covncir,, at preſent 22. Many of the preſent council do not reſide in the burgh. 
Guitar, 14 in number. | | 
HzxiTtors * are not burgeſſes, about 40. 


Ixcox ronarione, ſeven ;; and the members connected with them, excluſive of jou REA bt 25 
| w_ dere 35. b 1 g ; 
5 Innanitasrs, about 1500. 


KI N G H © KR N. 


AT Kinghorn, the thirty day of June 1710 years; the which day conveened in council, Robert Bruce 
and John Aiken baillies, James Hou treaſurer,, William, Birrell, Thomas Kirkaldie,. David Valling, 
John Hou „John High, Andrew Rattray, John Gourlay; John Douglas, councillors, and David Laj 
verock and Charles Boſwall deacons. | | 

The iſtrats, council, and deacons of craffts, unanimouſly ratifies and approves of the following ar- 


_ ticles of a ſett, to be extracted and ſent over to the clerk of the royall burrows with their commiſſioner. 


Imprimis, The council, conſiſting of merchants, ſaillors, and brewers, to the number of ſeventeen and 
five declaring that-the Mick two: baillies, treaſurer, and councill, be conſtant reſidenters, traders, 
and trafiquers within the ſaid „ . 


Item, Out of the ſaid number of ſeventeen, the provoſt and two baillies are choſen yeai ly. 
Item, The council, with the deacons of craffts, meets upon the Munday immediately e Michaelmaſs- 
in the tolbuith, and there, by leiting and voting, chooſes ſix newjcouncitlors in the room of ſix that goes off 


early. Mane 
Jim, The baillies gives out a leit of-two perſons to be provoſt, whois choſen by plurality of votes of che- 
baill councill and deacons of.craffts. | - 
Item, The baillies alſo gives out a leit of two perſons to be baillies, and the councill adds other two 
thereto out of the ſaid number of ſeventeen, which are choſen by plurality, of votes, and the haill-old and 
new councillors and deacons of craffts. | ; 2 
Iten, Upon Wedneſday immediately after Michaelmaſs, the haill old and new conncillers, and 
deacons of craffts, meets in the tolbuith, betwixt ten and twelve in the forenoon, and, by plurality of. - 
votes, elects and chooſes the provoſt and the two bailkes, declaring always that the faid two baillies ſhall: 
not continue longer then two years in the office of -bailliarie- | 
Tiem, Out of the haill council and deacons of eraſſta, the. treaſurer is choſen by a leit and plurality of: 
votes at Martinmaſs who continue only two years in that ſtation ; fie ſubſcribitur, Ro. Bruce, 8 


5 


| yory, | 
Aitken.” Extracted out the council books of Kinghorn, by me, fic ſubjeribjtwr, Geo. Ireland cl. 
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In the general convention of che royal burrows of Scotland, holder: at the burgh of Edi u 
the twelfth day of July 1769 yeare, by their commiſſioners therein conveened ; the which: days was 
ed and read to the convention, a petition from the burgh of Kinghorn, repreſenting, that, by the 
tt of the borough, the election of the provoſt and baillies takes place upon the Wedneſday immediatel 
after Michael and the manner of chuſing the provoſt is by a leet of two perſons at that time 425.95 | 
by the baillies, out of which liſt the provoſt is choſen by the plurality of votes of the whole council and 
deacons of craffts : That it was unneceſſary to enquire what may have been the original motives of giving 
the two baillies the ſole nominatian of the provoſt, contrary to the practice of every other burgh of Scot- 
land, and particularly inexpedient in this borough, where one baillie at leaſt is, for moſt part, a ſeafaring 
man; ſo that, by many accidents, the election of a provoſt might be entirely diſappointed : That to remg- 
dy this inconvenience, an overture was propoſed in the-year- 1744, that the majority of the council] ſhould 
have power to add a third perſon to the baillies leet, out of which the provoſt was to be choſen ;/ ind this 
overture was upon the ſecond of July: 1744 unanimouſly approved of by the counci}; and this has”? 
continued ever ſince, but has not hitherto received the approbation of the convention, though from the” ' 
beginning it was intended to apply to the convention that their authority might be interpoſed, for ren - 
dering the faid act more effectuab, and which, by an ac of council of the faid burgh, of date the tenth inſt. 
it is 8 recommended to their commiſſioner and aſſeſſor to this convention, to lay the ſatue before . 
the boroughs, ſo as to obtain their approbation thereof, and praying that the convention, in conſideration” 
of the premiſſes, would approve of the act of council of the ferond'of Julf r744, anthorizing the addition” 
of a third perſon to the leet of two named by the bailliesfor the election of a provoſt,” and detlare the faid 
act of council to be a part of the ſett of the burgh ; which conſidered by the convention, they un- 
nimouſly approve of the forefaid overture and act of councill; paſt in the 1744, and declare the ſame to be 
a part of the ſett of the burgh of * „ in time coming, and appoint it to be engroſſed in the record 
for the ſetts of the boroughs for behoof of all coneerned; and that the clerks to the convention, in giving” 
out extracts of the ſett of Kinghorn, do inſert the above mentioned acts as part of it in all time 3 | 
And of which acts of council the tenor follows :—Kinghorn; the twenty. fifth day of June 1744 years, ſede- 
runt, Robert Bruce of Grangemyre provoſt, Robert Hamilton junior, ſhipmaſter, Baillie David Herd trea- 
ſurer, John Craig ſenior, Richard Buiſt, William Demperſton, Robert Baxter, James Gibſon, John High, 
William Turpie, Henry Miller, Robert Hamilton ſenior, John Demperſton councillors, David More, John 
Thomſon, James Orrock, deacons of craffts. The magiſtrates, council, and deacons of craſts, conſidering, 
that whereas, by the fourth article of the ſett of this burgh, ratifyed by the convention of burroughs, and 
recorded in the borough court - books, it is fixed, that the election of a provoſt and baillies ſhall' be upon 
Wedneſday immediately after Michaelmaſs, and that the baillies ſhall give out a leet of two perſons, one of 
which to be elected provoſt; wherefore it was moved, that an ac be made ta amend: this article in -fr für 
as it ſhall be in the power of the majority of the council then met, to; add a third perſon to the ſaid leety » 
out of which the provoſt is to be elected ; and that this amendment may be laid before the enſu ing general; 
convention of borgnghs to be by them approven. ai, if need be. Kinghorn, the ſecond day of July!'1 7h4» * 
ſederunt, Robert Bruce of Grangemyre provoſt, Robert Hamilton junior, and David Gilchriſt ſhipmiaſters,”.: 
baillies of Kinghorn, David Herd treaſurer, Robert Hamilton ſenior, Heury Miller, Robert Baster, Wil- 
liam Demperſtone, John Demperſtone, John Craigie, Richard Buiſt, David Dalgleiſh; councillors, David 
More, John Aitken, James Orrock, and John Thomſon; deacans of eraffts : this day the overture anent the? 
majority of the haill council, mett at the election of the magiſtrates, baving a power to add or cike (two 
2 the baillies to be provoſt), one priſon more unanimouſly: approved of by this meeting. 
itracted from the council minutes of Kinghorn by (figned) Jo. Maſon, cl. dep... Kinghorn, the tenth' day 
of July, 176g years, ſederunt, Robert Hamilton provolt,, Baillie Higgie, Baillie Lighton, John Sanders, 
William Menzies, Malcolm Currier, William Reid, Thomas Toſch, rge Smith, James Rolland,  Aclex- | 
ander Kirkaldie, James Robertſon, counſellors, Andrew Crumbie, David Keilock, George Withart, deacons. 
The provoſt, overtured to the council, that they would confider the amendment offered to the fourth article 
of the ſett of this burgh, which relates to the Jeet ſor the proveſt, made upon the twenty fiſth of June 1744 
years ; which motion was unanimouſly approved of by the council on the ſecond of July thereafter ;- and 
as the ſaid ad has never yet been laid before the convention of boroughs for their approbation, and held as 
part of the ſets off this borough, the ſaid overture and act above mentioned, with the article of ſett referred 
to, being read and. conſidered, with the declaration. of ſeveral of the preſent members, that from the 1744 
| | do 


Ss «wwe 


FP”: - 7 
to the laſt election, the council have been uniformly in uſe, either to approve of the baillies lect as ĩt then 
ood, or to add one thereto : All which being conſidered, approved, and * their appointment. 
and in their preſence, they do unanimouſly recommend to the commiſſioner afſefior, to apply to the 
| 22 general — to obtain _ ſaid approbation to the above mentioned act. Extracted furth of 
council minutes of Kinghorn, by (figned) Jo. Maſon C. Dep. Extracted, &. n. 
291 y | ( | JOHN DUNDAS.. 


NOR T H B E R W I d K. 


THE ordinair council conſiſting of twelve perſons, merchants, and tradeſmen, inhabitants, burgeſſes, 
viz. two baillies, one treaſurer, two old baillies, old treaſurer, and fix councillers, conveens the firſt council 
day immediately preceeding Michaelmaſs, and appoints the firſt Tueſday after Michaelmaſs for electi 
their magiſtrates and council for the enſuing year. Upon the firſt Tueſday after Michaelmaſs, the — 
being conveened, they leit four of the moſt knowing and ſubſtantial inhabitants burgeſſes, out of which, 
by plurality of votes, they cle& two to officiat as councillers the enſuing year, who, at their acceptance, are 
qualifyed conform to law. The two new councillers being qualifyed and conveening with the old council, 

the council, then conſiſting of fourteen perſons, merchants and tradeſmen, — to the election of their 
magiſtrates for the enſuing year, which is as follows, viz. 1, They leit four of the nine old councillers, 
whereof, by plurality of votes, two are elected to ſerve as baillies for a year, who, at their acceptances, takes 
the oaths conform to law. 24, They leit two of the remanent old council, whereof they ele& one to ſerve . 
as treaſurer the faid year, who, upon his acceptance, is qualified. 3tio, The magiſtrates being thus elected, 
they depoſe two of the remaining old councillers, ſo that the magiſtrates, old iſtrates, two new coun- 
cillers, and four old councillers, making up the ordinary council, conſiſting of twelve perſons, have the ſole 
government of the burgh for a year. rated forth of the council books of burgh of North Berwick, be 


me, /ic ſubſcribitur, Geo. Simpſon elk. Extracted, &c. has 2. 
* | | JOHN DUNDAS. 


. 4 Obs I 
In the firſt, the council conſiſts of three baillies, ane dean of gild, and treaſurer, and twenty-one coun- 
cillers, being heretors, merchants, in all, and tradeſmen, and of the council yearly leits two, and the 

© whole eouncil by votes choſeth one of theſe two to be upon the new council till the number be full. 
240, Ih er there is a day appointed for receiving the new council, and qualifying of them conform 
to law, being ordinarly upon Michaelmaſs day, or two or three days ſooner. 
| 3tio, The faid day, after qualifying and receiving the new council, the baillies makes their liſt, which is 
in number four perſons, liſted by — of them, making twelve in all, out of which twelve the baillies, dean 
of gild, treaſurer, and council, old and new, choſe fix, out of which fix the three magiſtrates for the enſu 
32 the dean of guild and treaſurer, each liſts two, out of which firſt number the dean of gi 
is, and out of the laſt the treaſurer elected for the year enſuing by the haill magiſtrates and council. - 
traced furth of the town _ ER ſaid burgh, upon the — — 1711 years, 

me, /ic ſubſcriditur, Tho. Murray clerk. — &c. | 
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THE way and manner of the annual election of the magiſtrats and couneill of the burgh of Jedburgh, 
is as follows, viz. the-councill conſiſts of twenty five ons, to witt, a provoſt, four baillies, dean of gild, 
and treaſurer, there being eight trades who chooſe their deacons yearly, four of theſe deacons are always. 
upon the council, the conveener being always one of the ſaids four; the reſt of the councill conſiſts for the 
moſt part of merchants and other inhabitants, of ſeverall imployments, not being tradeſmen; for no tradeſ- 
men are allowed to be upon the — and councill, except the four councill deacons. The election 
is ordinarly upon the twenty-ſeventh, twenty-eight, and twenty-ninth days of September yearly. Some, 
days before, to witt, upon the twenty-third and twenty-fourth of the ſaid month of September, the provoſt 
conveens the councill for the intaking of the treaſurer's accompts for the preceeding year, and for electing 
and leeting of the new councill and deacons cf craffts for the year to come, and which with the old coun- 
cil there being eleven choſen out of the two and twenty for the new council, and eight deacons of craffts, 
making up in the baill with the old councill, the number of fourty-four perſons which elects the provoſt, 
four baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, for the enſuing year. Theſe being ſua choſen and elected, the 
eight deacons are removed from the council table, and, being removed, the old and new councill elects four 

theſe to be upon the councill for the enſuing year; thereatter the old and new councill is all removed, 
except the magiſtrats, dean of gild, and treaſurer, who putts out four of the old councill, and takes in four 
of the new councill in their roome ; thereafter the eight trades conveens and chooſes one of the four coun · 
cill deacons to be their conveener. This is the true ſett of the burgh of Jedburgh. Euraced furth of the 
records thereof, upon the twenty-eight day of June 1709 years, by me Thomas Cranſton notar publick, 
town clerk of the ſaid burgh ; fc ſulſeribitur, Tho. Cranſtoun. Extracted, &c. | 
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Guildry, about 80. Heritors, not burgeſſes, about 30. Incorporations, 8; and the individuals co 
poſirty them are about 147. Inhabitants, about 2000. 18 n come 


HADING TOUN. 


AT Hadington, the 13th day of November 1658 years; the which day, the provoſt, baillies, and 
council, old and new, and deacons of craffts, with their counſellors old — new, being — and 
taking to their conſideration the ſettlement of all debates touching the dependence his Highneſs' 
counſell in Scotland, betwixt the counſell and crafftſmen, anent the leiting and electing the rates, 
and ordinar counſell of the ſaid burgh, conform to and in obedience of his Highneſs and counſell, their 
recommendation and advice for preventing future debates, have finally agreed as follows, viz. That, con- 
forme to the act of burrows, dated at Edinburgh the 16th day of July 1655 years, / the-ordinar ſederuat of 
the counſell of ſaid burgh conſiſt of twenty-five perſons, whereof ſixteen merchants, qualified conforme to 
the act of diſtinction made by David Wilkie dean ot gild of Edinburgh, and John Miln burgeſs there, at 
Hadin n the gth day of October the ſaid year, and ratified be the general convention of burrows hold - 
en at Hadingtoun in July 1656 years, and no other wayes, and nine tradeſmen, out of which-the magi- 
ſtrates and treaſurer are to be choſen, in manner ſpecified in the ſaid act of burrows, and diſtindion re- 

ſpeQively ; and that, at the 9 and electing of the magiſtrates, there be tuenty merchant-counſeliors, 
whereof ſixteen old counſellors four new, which four merchand counſellors are to be choſen yearly de 
the provoſt, baillies, treaſurer, and old merchant counſell alenerly; and eleven tradeſmen, which are to 
conſiſt of ſeverr deacons, tuo old counſellors and two new, the baillie for the craffts being one, and he who 
was baillie for the craffts before the then preſent baillie to be another, for a year after he comes off the 
bailliary, and longer, if the craffts ſhall be pleaſed to continue him, with other tuo to be choſen by them, of 
which eleven the tuo (by theſe tuo, viz. the preſent craffts baillie, and he who laſt was craffts baillie im- 
mediately before, or otherwiſe to be choſen by the craffts) are to be removed after leiting and electing the 
magiſtrates and treaſurer, and the deacons of i WAGs whereof the craffts baillie aue counſellor, are 

- * Or 
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or ſhall be choſen, alſo to be removed frae and off the council, ſua that there be ſeven deacons, one baillie, 
and one counſellor for the craffts, ini the ordinar ſederunt of the eounſell of the ſaid burgh, which, with 
the haill merchant counſellors, makes up in the haill twenty-five perſons, in the ſaid ſederunt z and, at 
leiting and electing, there be thirty-one perſons qualified, and elected in manner above written; and that 
ſour of the old merchand counſellors be put off after the electione yearly be the ma theſurer, and 
new merchant counſeltors for the time; and the tuo craffts counſellors to be removed in manner forefaid : | 
9 fie fubſeribitur, W. Slatown provoſt, Richard N 99 baillie, Ja. Forreſt baillie, D. Ryl! baillie, David 

| !Hon treaſurer, John Cockburn, P. Young, John Sleich, Geo. Brown, Geo. Forreſt, J. Aytoun, Geo. bs 
Cockburn younger, G. Paterſon, Robert Cray, Lino „e Ro. Forreſt, James Spottſwood, 
Geo. Learnmont, Geo. Wilfon, A. Swintoun, James on, James Edingtoun, John Thomſon, a 
Bower, Patrick Cockburn, Thomas Kyll, John Vallange, John Dougtafs, Robert Wallace, George - 
gate, Mr James Gray notr. publick, fubſcribe at command of John Warrender and William Kirkwood, 
who. cannot write as they affirmed, witneſſing hereto my ſigne and ſubſcription manual, uſed and wont. 
Extracted furth of the council books of the Bid burgh, be me Patrick Sle*ch notar · publick, common clerk 
of the ſaid burgh, witneſſing my ſign and ſubſcription manual uſed and wont ; fe fubſcribitur, P. Sleich cl. 


Extracted, &c. 
P DUND AS. 
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AT Dunbar, the th day of July 1712 years, the which day the magiſtrates and councifl of the ſaid 
burgh being conveened, and having conſidered ane act of the royal burrows of this kingdom, appointing 
the magiſtrates and councill of each burgh to ſend up, with their reſpeRive commiſſioners tq the general 
convention preſently mett at the city of Edinburgh, the ſett of their magi and councill, with the 
manner of their election; they found and declared, and hereby finds and declares, that the ſett of the 

- magiſtrates and councill of this city conſiſts of a provoſt, three baillies, ane treaſurer, and fifteen council - 
lors, whereof nine is declared to be a quorum ; and that the manner of their election is thus: 1, The 
magiſtrates and councill of the faid city, the week before or after the term of Michaelmaſs yearly, being. 
conveened in their councill, do nominate and putt upon a leet to be counſellors, the number of eight per- 
ſons, out of which number they ele& and choiſe four, to be new councillors for that enſuing year, whom 
they cauſe call for and adminiſtrate the oath to them, in the terms of the acts of parliament, and then ad- 
mitt them, who accordingly take their ſeats. 246, The old and new councill proceed to the election of the 
magiſtrates, and nominates and puts upon the leit to be provoſt, two perſons, and to be baillies, ſix z our 
of which number they elect and choife ane provoſt and three baillies, who are received, fworn, and admit- 
ted ut ſupra, and then take their places. $3fio, They putt upon the leet to be treafurer, two perſons with 
the old treaſurer, out of which number they elect and choiſe one to be treaſurer for the faid enſuing year, 
ho is alſq received, fworn, and admitted, and takes his place at the term of Michaelmaſs thereafter. - 
4to, and ih, The old and new magiſtrats and treafurers do meet and conveen, at any time betwixt and 
the next-councill day, and difcharge, by plurality of votes, ſuch four perſons of the old council! (in whoſe 

place the four new councillors are choſen) as they think firt, and do give orders to their clerk of court to 
give to the officers a liſt of the old councillers continued, and of the new choſen, that they may warn ac-. 
cordingly when they are commanded by the magiſtrates ; but, of late years, fince the decay of this city, 
and trading therein, the magiſtrates and councill thereof have not been in uſe to choſe a provoſt, although, 
by their conſtitution, they have full power and warrand; ſo that the magiſtraey juſt now conſiſts only of 
three baillies, ane treaſurer, and fifteen councillers. ExtraQted furth of the records of the ſaid burgh, by 
me, fic fubſeribitur,, W. Ancram clk. Extracted, &c.. 5 | 
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the "ff Pte, wer in two ballen, who are choſen annually at Mehselmafß; len. "Thers are bl. 


teen concitfors, whereof the treaſurer of the burgh is one: tem, Theſe fifteen councillors, with ſour. a- 
ther new ones choſen by the baillies and council, eight days before Michaelmaſs head court, makes a leit 


& four of their number to go out with the preſent magiſtrates, and elects the baillies for the enſuing ver 


out of that number, whereby the old magiſtrates may continue: tem, Aﬀter the baillies are choſen and 
qualified, by taking the oaths conform to law, then they elect eleven of the old coungil, to continue for the 
enſuing year, whereof the old baillies (if there be any change of them) are a part, and thir eleven, with, 
the four new ones, make up the fifteen : tem, The treaſurer is choſen yearly ; but he, as well as the bail- 


lies, may be elected of new. This is extracted out of the town - court b by, „e ſubſeribitur, A. Hens, 
aartbn cleck. Extratied, d ene e en ee 3 5 
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'BY che den of the town of Kilrennp, the town. conncil confifis.of iſuen perſons, ris. Three baillies, the. 
2 ele ven burgeſſes. The eledion proceeds after this manner: Three days before the third 


day of September, Which is the day prefixt for the ſaid election, the baillies cauſe their town · officer, 
by tuck, of drum, make intimation to the haill inhabitants, all ; burgeſſes within the 


lies and treaſurer for the enſuing year, (it being the cuſtom 
to a royal burgh, to ele their baillics by a vote of the haill burgeſſes that will qualify, in the terms 
law ) in obedhence to which intimation, the haill burgeſſes conveen accordingly, about nine o'clock in 
morning; but, before election, the old baillies and council conveen within the council-bouſe, and take i 
the treaſurer his accompts of intromiſſion with the town's patrimony that year; which being done, 
he diſcharged, they immediately nominate a new council for the year enſuing, and thereafter ardain 
the — that are to vote to qualify themſelves according to law; which being alfo done, 
ceed to elect; and, firſt, the baillies give in their leit of nine perſons, whereof they themſelves ase 

three, out of which they are to choile the three baillies for the year enſuing ; and the treaſurer 
his leit of three perſons, whereof he himſelf is always one, out of which they are to elect their 
ſaid year: Which being read over in preſence of the council, and approven of by them, the ſame is 
pots in audience of the haill burgeſſes that are to vote. This being done, the clerk is appointed 


of 


the: 


is 
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within the councill-houſe, and mark the votes, (there being always one of the council appointed to 


overſee his right marking ;) and accordingly, firſt the baillies, then the council, and thereafter the haill 
qualified burgeſſes, one by one, give their ſeveral votes for the baillies and treaſurer for the ſaid enſuing 
year ; and the perſons choſen by plurality of votes, together with the new council, immediately conveen 
within the council-houſe, and accept of their reſpective offices, and give their oaths de fideli admini 

the ſame being tendered to the three baillies by the clerk, and by % 

the council ; which being done, they adjourn. This form and manner of election hath always been prac» 


| * i 


op a 


em firſt to the treaſurer; and then to 


tiſed, and made uſe of within the ſaid town of Kilrenny ever ſince the erectione thereof into a royal burgh,. 


as will appear by the records of council thereof. Extracted forth of the faids records, upon the 
of September 1710 ears, by me, fie fubſcribitur, Jo. Paton elk. Extraded, &c. 99 * 
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AT the burgh of Craill, the ninth day of June, 1911 years, ſederunt, John Bethun, Thomas Mercer, 
and Drummond, baillies, John Brydie treaſurer, John Paterſon, Thomas Young, George Ro- 
bertſon, John Corſar, John Tarvit, David Horſburgh, James Dron, and James Cunningham, council- 
lers. The ſamen day, the ſaids baillies and councillers, taking to their conſideration, that heretotore there 
hath been no formal ſett of the conſtitution of this burgh, and finding it juſt and reaſonable, that in alf* 

time hereafter, the ſett and conſtitution underwritten ſhall be punQually obſerved, viz. the town councill . 
of this burgh to conſiſt of three baillies, one treaſurer, and ſeventeen councillers, whereof fix tradeſmen, 
the conveener included, making in haill twenty-one ; and that at every election of the magiſtracy, there 
ſhall be three councillers changed, two merchants, and one crafftſman ; and on the Monday preceeding 
Michaelmaſs next ilk year, the ſaids baillies, treaſurer, and council, ſhall choſe tuo merchants, and one 

_ crafftiman, making in haill twenty-four, and thir perſons to be called a new council, and this new coun- 
eil ſhall proceed to the choſing of the leits to the baillies and treaſurer; and upon the Wedneſday imme- 
diately preceeding Michaelmaſs yearly, there ſhall conveen the ſaids twenty-four perſons, of new and old 
councill, and with them the deacons of craffts, which are not on the councill, extending to ſeven perſons, 

viz. hammermen, ſquaremen, weavers, taillors, cordiners, coupers, and baxters, the baill perſons ſo con- 
veening extending to thirty-one, whereof ſeventeen merchants and fourteen tradeſmen, whilk 
ſhall begin at the leit of the baillies, and give their votes to ſuch as they think meet, for the good of the 
town according to their knowledge, but Ede or favour; and ſo to proceed to the leit of the treaſurer in 
manner above written, the ſaids baillies; treaſurer, and council, elected as ſaid is, making in haill twenty. 
one perſons, they only and no 6thers ſhall have the full government and adminiſtration of the common 
ood of this burgh in all things; as the baillies, treaſurer, and council thereof, or of any other burgh 
had before, or may hereafter have, by the laws and cuſtom of this kingdome, or by priviledges ted 
to this burgh by our Soveraigne Lady, and her noble itors. The whole burgeſſes within this 
burgh being cited by publick intimation with tuck of drum, and the burgeſs roll called, the whole bur- 
es who compeared gave their unanimous conſent to the above written ſett ; and therefore, the ſaĩds 
baillies and council ſlatut and ordained, and ſtatuts and ordains, that the faid ſett and conſtitution ſhall 
be punctually obſerved in all time hereafter. Extracted per me, fic ſubſcribitur, Geo. Diſchingtoune, clerk. 
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In the General Convention of Royal Burrows, holden at Edinburgh, the eight day of Juh, 
1742. 23 of 1 ; a lee 


The which day, the commiſſioners for the burgh of Craill, preſented a memorial, with an extract of 
ſome acts of council, whereby it was enacted, that no baillie or treaſurer ſhould continue in their reſpective 
offices, more than two years ſucceſſively, and therefore the convention were humbly entreated to approve . 
of the foreſaid acts of the burgh of Craill, in order to prevent all contraverſies in time coming. Which 
being conſidered by the convention, they approve of the ſaid acts of council, and appoint them to be ob- 
ſerved as a rule in all time coming; and appoint the ſaid acts to be recorded in the burrow: books, after 
diſſolving of this convention. Extracted, &c. . 2 
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BY che ſett of the town of Anſtruther- eaſter the town counſell conſiſts of nineteen perſons, viz. three 
baillies, the treaſurer, and fifteen burgeſſes, being merchants and other tradeſmen. | 2 

The election proceeds after this manner; about the beginning of September, the baillies call a counſel, 
and appoint. their election of baillies, treaſurer, and counſell, for the enſuing year, to be about che middle 
of September, upon the fourteenth or fiſteenth day thereof; and, after the election is appointed, they 
cauſe the town officer, three or four days before the prefixt day, make intimation thereof to the haill in- 
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bableants by tack of drum, requiring al the habile burgeſſes to come and give their ſeveral” votes in the 
ſaid election, (it being the cuſtome of the ſaid town, ever ſince its erection into a royal burgh, to elect their 
baillies and treaſurer be the pole, and the haill burgeſſes that will qualify in terms of law to have a vote 
there.) In obedience to which intimation, the haill burgeſſes conveen accordingly in the tolbooth, about 
nine o'clock in the morning, but, before they proceed to eleR, the baillies and counſell meet in the coun» 
ſell houſe, and nominate four new counſellors, for whom they putt off four of the old counſell ; thereaf- 
ter, they ordain the haill burgeſſes, before they can have a vote, to qualify themſelves according to law, 
which being done, the three baillies give in a leet of nine perſons, whereof they themſelves are always 
three, out of which number they are to choiſe the three baillies for the enſuing year; and the treaſurer | 
gives in a leet of three perſons, whereof he himſelf is always one, out of which number they are to choiſe 
their treaſurer for ſaid year. Which leets being read over in preſence of the counſell, and approven of by 
them, the ſame is read · publickly in audience of the haill burgeſſes that are to vote. 

This being done, the clerk is appointed to ſitt within the council houſe, and mark the votes, (there be- 
ing always one of the counſell appointed to overſee his right marking.) And accordingly, firſt the baillies, 
then the counſell, and thereafter the haill qualified burgeſſes, one by one, give their ſeveral votes, for the 
baillies and treaſurer for the ſaid enſuing year, and the perſons choſen by plurality of votes, (after pubb- 
cation of their names,) together with the council, immediately conveen within the councill houſe, and ac- 
cept of their reſpective offices, and give their oaths de fideli adminifiratione, the ſame being adminiſtrate to 
three baillies by the clerk, and by them, firſt to the treaſurer, and then to the fifteen counſellers, five after 
five; and thereafter, if they have no other publick buſineſs of the town's, they immediately adjourn. 
This manner of election hath always been practiſed within the ſaid burgh of Anſtruther-eaſter, ever fince 
the erection thereof in a royal burgh, as will appear by the records of council thereof, Extracted forth of 
the ſaids records, upon the ſeventeen day of June, 1710 years, by me, fic ſubſcribitur, Jo. Paton, clerk. 


Extracted, &c. | 
JOHN DUNDAS. 
J. W. 
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THE oldeſt r have ſeen, giving aceount of the way of electin — and coun · 
cillers in this burgh, is in the year 1644, by which the old baillies and councillers firſt choſes the new coun- 
_ cill, and then both new councillers, and alſo the old, or at leaſt it ſeems them that are continued on the 
council choſeth the baillies. Untill the 1658, I do not ſee any treaſurer choſen, nor any particular leet of 
bailliary or of treaſurer recorded: The number of baillies ordinarily three ; the number of councill, con- 
ſiſting of baillies and councillors, variable. I ſee ſometimes twenty, twenty-two, twenty-four, and ſome» 
times ten, eleven, or nine. The leit of baillies ordinarly nine, if not the ſame perſons and number with the 
councill, though variable: The leit for treaſurer ordinarly three. It ſeems there has been no ſettled clerk 
| betwixt the 1658 and 1662, when, upon the twenty-fourth of May 1662, (Andrew Simſon clerk of An- 
ſtruther Eaſter being upon the third of Aprile before choſen and admitted their clerk), he records ane act 
of councill, wherein, upon conſideration, that through the want of ane certain and ſettled clerk, ſeveral 
years then before many and ſeveral acts of councill, admiſſion of burgeſſes, ſaſins and infeftments, and other 
things done and granted by this burgh, then ſtood unrecorded, the councill orders him to record them, 
wherein, and in which time, is the farſt treaſurer I find admitted in the adminiſtratione. When alſo, 
another act of council, they appoint James Brown to meet at the parliament, and to ſupplicat the commii- 
ſioner to diſpenſe with the not attendance of its repreſentative, becauſe of their inability. In the 1663. 
their election of magiſtrates then ſeems to admitt burgeſſes to vote, and down to 1671, (at which time it 
ſeems Andrew Jamieſon their clerk died), in which time I find the number of councillers frequently very 
ſmall, particularly 1668, I find only nine in all baillies and councill, and them they then continue; by 
which it appears they have had but few inhabitants to choſe on, and ſo to have been adviſed to do by An- 
drew Simpſon their clerk, as was the manner in admitting burgeſſes to vote in Anſter Eaſter, either of 
which I ſhall not determine. Betwixt 1671, and 1689, I find no records, thirteen years at leaſt of that 
time this burg h having been out of magiſtracy. Upon the fourth of September 168g years, the old bail- 
ies and councillers, butgeſſes, and inhab itants, being conveened within the tolbuith of the faid burgh, and 
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conſidering that a long time, at leaſt for the ſpace of thirteen S 
cy, occaſioned by the low condition it had been reduced to, and the heavy burdens lying thereupon ; and 
that the ſad and deſolate condition of this burgh having been repreſented to +0) aqui convention of the 
royal burrows of this kingdom, mett at 2 upon the firſt Tueſday of July then laſt, they had been 
pleaſed to take the deſolate caſe and condition of the ſaid burgh into their conſideration, and to eaſe the 
ſamen of four parts of five of the publick burdens impoſed and to be impoſed thereon, upon condition the 
inhabitants would meet and make ane new election of magiſtrats for ruling and governing the ſame, and ane 
new councill in time coming. The then late late baillie, councill, burgeſſes, and community from thence, 
were then encouraged to go into ane new election, and, by degrees, get ſome venture upon their offices, 
and accept, and then give their oaths de fideli adminiſtratione ; by which I find they then make a leet of 
baillies out of them, conſiſting of nine perſons, and three for treaſurer ; and ſo ever ſinee they go on year- 
ly, the old council choſing the new councill, and the new, after acceptance and qualifying, choſing the 
baillies out of them with the old, and the treaſurer alſo; and no burgeſſes ſeems, after 1671, admitted to 
vote: And, in the preſent adminiſtration, the old baillies, ex officio, continue councillers always the year 
after their going off from being baillies. Their eleQion ſeems, all this time, to have been in the month of 
-September yearly, but no particular day thereof by another. None are admitted and choſen councillers 


untill firſt they be burgeſſes. Extracted by me, fic ſubſcribitur, John Cunninghame clk. Extracted, &c. 
ee G HN DUNDAS. 
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Hzatroas, who are not burgeſſes, about 30. 
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TOWN Court of the burgh of Stranrawer, holden within the tolbooth thereof upon the eight day of 
Oftober 1711 years, by the magiſtrates and haill town councill of the ſaid burgh ; the which day the ma- 
giſtrates and town council of the ſaid burgh conveened, in obedience to ane act of the royal burrows, do 

ereby declare, that the under-written ſett is the true and real copy of the ſett, and accuſtomed way of the 
election of the provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, treaſurer, and town council of this burgh, whereof the tenor 
follows, and is ſuch : The council of the ſaid burgh conſiſts of fifteen burgeſſes inhabitants, beſide the pro- 
voſt and two baillies : They all meet and conveen upon one of the lawful days of the enſuing week after 
Michaelmaſs, and there the provoſt and two baillies, or any two of them, doth divide the fifteen councilers 
into three leits, and each leit conſiſts of five perſons, which five perſons are removed per vicer, and it is putt 
to the vote whether all or cither of them be continued councillers or not for the year enſuing ; and, in place 
of any that are not continued, there is immediately the like number of burgeſſes choſen and called for to 
make up the haill number of fifteen ; and thereafter the magiſtrates, one or more preſent, putts three men 
on the leit as to the provoſt, and then it is putt to the vote of council, ſo elected as aforeſaid, which of them 
ſhall be provoſt, and he who hath the plurality of votes is elected provoſt ; and, in the next place, they 
choſe four men ont of the conncil to be upon the leit of the baillies, and who hath the plurality of votes, 
two of the ſaid leit are elected baillies. Likeas it is putt to the vote of the haill councill who ſhall be dean 
of gild, and he thai hath plurality of votes is elected; and laſt, two perſons of the council is upon the leit 
for treaſurer, and he who hath plurality of votes is elected treaſurer. Nota. The provoſt is only continued 
for two years ; and the foreſaid magiſtrates and council ordained their clerk to tranſmit ane copy of the 
foreſaid act and ſett under his hand to the clerk of the royal burrows. Extracted furth of the town court 
books of the ſaid Stranrawer by me, fic /ub/eribitur, J. Paterſon clerk. Extracted, &c. 

JOHN DUND AS. 
J. W. 
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AIR, ninth July 1713 years; the conſtitutione and ſett of the magiſtrates of the wu Air, and the 
manner of their electione, is as follows, viz. there is the provolt, two baillies, dean of gild, treafarer; ten 
merchant and two trades councillers, in all ſeventeen, which are elected at the times and in manner after 
mentioned, to witt; upon Wedneſday before Michaelmaſs day the ſaids provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, trea- 
ſurer, teri merchant and two trades councilers, meets within the tolbooth, and ele& four other merchants 
and two trades, all of different deaconries and craffts, who are to be members of the council for the ſubie - 
quent year; and, upon Friday immediately before Michaelmaſs day, the old and new council, conſiſting 
of twenty-three in number, choſe and ele& the perſons who are to be upon the leits for provoſt, baillie, dean 
of gild, and treaſurer, three perſons of the ſaid twenty-three being on the leits for provoſt, fix for baillies, 
three for dean of gild, and three for treaſurer. Upon Monday immediately after Michaelmaſs day, the faid 
old and new council meet, with the remaining three deacons of the other craffts, conſiſting in all of twen- 
-ſix in number, within the ſaid tolbooth, about ten of the clock before noon, and betwixt and twelve af 
e clock at noon, eleR, out of the faids leits, the provoſt, baillies, dean of gild, treaſurer, with the twelve 
councilers, four of the merchants, and two of the trades of the old council neceſſarly falling off. This 
atteſted by, /c /ub/cribitur, Jo. Hunter elk. Extracted, &c. 
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THE fone baillies, and conncil does meet yearly upon the firſt Monday after Michaelmaſs ; ng the 
method they follow is, and has been in uſe theſe many years bygone, pat memory of man. Firſt, They 
make choice of four of the council, with one of the magiſtrates, to make choice of the council for the en- 
ſuing year, who removes to a place apart, and makes choice and returns and ſhows what they did. Then, 
firſt, they call in ſuch men as are newly choſen, who ſwears the oath de fdeli, and qualifys themſelves by 
law, and fo proceeds. Firſt, old and new council, with the magiſtrates, makes a leit of four men to be 
provoſt the enfuing year, out of which four they nominate one to be provoſt, and he who gets manyeſt 
votes carries to be provoſt rhe year enſuing. Next they make a leit of eight men to be baillies, out of which 
eight two are nominate. baillies, and the two who bears manyeſt votes are made baillies for the enſuing year, 
and then adjourns till the Friday thereafter ; and then the officer warns the haill new council to meet on 
Friday, and does not warn if any be ſett off. Accordingly, they all meet on Friday, and the firſt thing is, 
the magiſtrates newly choſen gives their oaths de fideli adminiſiratiene z, and if any of the new council who 
were not preſent the firſt day, they then compear and ſwears de fd:li, and all of them qualifies themſelves 
by ſwearing and ſabſcribing the oaths ordained by law. Next, the magiſtrates and council choſes. their 
clerk, and qualifies him. The baillies choſes their officers and qualifies them, and procurator-fiſcal of court, 
and the magiſtrats and councill proceeds and makes a leet of eight or moe, whereof one to be choſen 
treaſurer for the burgh for the enſuing year, and he who hes manyeſt votes is choſen treaſurer for the year 
enſuing, to uplift all dues belonging to the town; /ic ſubſcribitur, Ja. Stewart, Robert Stewart, Da. A 


Da. Stewart, clk. Extracted, &c, 
JOHN DUNDAS. 
& . eee cs Eh" 
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THEIR councill conſiſts of fifteen merchants, includin the provoſt, two baillies, dean vf gild, and 


treaſurer, and two trades, making in all ſeventeen ; They elect their magiſtrats, viz. the provoſt and two 
baillies 


ew 4 N 


- 
1 
** 
? 


% 
— „ 


——— — . — _ — 
= 


oy * by o - 
\ G . l ; \ 
„ P r 2 — » — 222 — — — — 5 
. _ —_ PETTY * ” oy — <4 - 
_ — REES _— — m_ — — = 


— 
* 
we ---—_ — 4 


— 


2 — 


2 —- 
- 


= _— — unde _ 


—— — 


» - 650 897 erent 


—̃ 


— — 
« 

22 4 * 

— p —— oe we ) — 


o 2 K = 
— «— eee tr Ee oe e—_—_— —U — — 


— — 


72 1 


baillies yearly the firſt Munday after Michaelmaſs; and the Friday precteding they leit the magiſtrats, and 


do put two on the leit to the old provoſt, and four to the two old baillies ; and the Friday preceeding that, 
they elect their new councill ; and on the Friday after the election of the magiſtrates, they their dean 
of gild, treaſurer, clerk, fiſcall, officers, viſiters of mercats, berlamen, &c. and are obliged yearly to change 
two merchants and two trades, and the provoſt and two baillies are not to continue above two years ; which 


is atteſted by me this twenty-ninth of June 1710 years; ic ſubſeribitur, F. Francis. Extracted, &c. 


JOHN DUNDAS 
J. W. * 


CAMPBEL T O W XN. 


Fo HIS Grace the Duke of Argyle, who is proprietor of the burgh, by the charter of erection ( 


his whole other rights, as formerly thereby reſerved) has the priviledge of gividg in a leit of three of the 


inhabitant burgeſſes, out of which one is choſen provoſt, and of fix of the other inhabitants burgeſſes, out 


of which two are choſen baillies. There is a dean of gild and treaſurer, with twelve of a common council 
yearly, in the burgh, and a water baillie, five ſtenters, and two collectors of the ceſs and neceſſary ſtents, - 


with four of the town inhabitants burgeſſes, for the common and ordinary compriſers, and, ot late, two 


proper men in the place elected for town coupers and packers, The magiſtrates and council, conform to 


their charter of erection, do meet yearly on Michalmaſs day the 29th of September, if a lawful day, and, 
if not, on the next lawful day thereafter, in order to their election; and, at meeting, four of the old coun- 
cil are eas'd, four of a new, in place of the old, are elected, and the old magiſtrates, with the council old 
and new, choſe the new magiſtrates, dean of gild, treaſurer, and other office-bearers, who ſometimes do 
continue for two years together unchanged, (though by annual election continued) but never exceed two 
years. The two baillies, the whole year after they are caſed, are admitted of 
their office, the year preceeding, and the provoſt, though changed, is ſtill a counciler during life ; but 
neither he nor the late baillies are obliged to attend, nor can be fined for abſence. The eleQion, is made 
both with reſpect to Argyle's leit, and of the other office-bearers indifferently, both out of merchants, 

tlemen reſident, being burgeſſes at the time, or of tradeſmen according to merit, without diſtinction. 

e clerk's, fiſcall's, and officer's poſts are precarious. Upon the Duke of Argyle's leit of nine for bail- 
lies, the magiſtracy and council may chooſe three baillies out of the nine, by the charter of erection, by 
which likeways the magiſtrates are juſtices of the peace within the town bounds, and do chooſe two of the 
inhabitants to ſerve from half year to half year as conſtables. Extracted furth of the records of the faid 


b | me, ubJcribitur, Ro. Chalmers cl. Extracted, &c. 
— fe fen | JOHN DUNDAS. 
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e 
Gooey. Number 12, choſen by the dean of guild alone. 


IncorrorAaTIONSs. There were 5 till 1760, when the magiſtrates called in all their charters, and de- 
iroyed them. a 


WHITHOR NEE. 


THE faid burgh is governed by a provoſt, two baillies, and fifteen town-council yearly, choſe3 at Mi- 
chaelmaſs out of the moſt deſerving, judicious, and beſt qualified perſons within the ſaid burgh. The 
council, at their annual election, changes three of their number every year, and elects other three in their 
roome and place; and being ſo choſen and elected, and having qualitied themſelves to act conform to law, 
they make and give in the leit of their provoſt and baillies, who ele the beſt deſerving and moſt judi- 
cious perſon of that leit to be their provoſt for that year till Michaelmaſs thereafter ; and, according to the 
plurality of votes, he is admitted and received provoſt, and their clerk adminiſters the accuſtomed oath 
io him, and he fitts down and takes his place. Thereafter, the provoſt and council ſo elected, they choſe 


council, by virtue of 


F 


6 1 . 


two of the beſt qualified men ont of the leit of the baillies, and, according to the plurality of votes, they 
are admitted and received to be baillies of the faid burgh till Michaelmaſs next thereafter, and, after ta- 
king their oaths, they fitt down and take their place. provoſt, baillies, and council, ſo choſen and 
received, they give in a leit of their treaſurer, and elefs the moſt reſponſable and deſt deſerving perſon in 
the ſaid leit to be their treaſurer for one year, till Michaelmaſs next thereafter, who, accordiog to the plu» 
rality of votes, is received, and, after taking his oath, he takes bis place. Note, the provoſt, baillies, and 
urer are not continued loager than two years at one time. At Whithorne, the 2gth day of 
June 1709 years, extracted dut of the court-book of the ſaid burgh by me William M*Gowan, common 
clerk of the ſaid burgh, witneſſing hereunto my ſigne and ſubſcription manual. Sic fubſeribitur, W. M*Gows 
ane, cl. com. Extracted, &c. | | 
JOHN DUNDAS. 


= J. w. 
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A the royal burgh of New Gallaway, the penult day of October 1711 years, in prefence of Samuel 4 
Brown of Mollance, lord provoſt of the ſaid royal burgh, William Nairn and Roger M*Nanght baillier 
thereof, elected for this preſent year, and councilers of the ſamen, they being conveened in council, anent 
the eighth article of the miſſive from the royal boroughs, mentioning, that, by the thirty · eighth act of the k 
general convention, in anne 1708, each royal burgh within this ancient kingdom ate appointed to ſend up 
ir ſett to the clerk of the burrows, to be recorded in a particular book to be keept for that purpoſe, to 
the end any queſtions anent their reſpective ſetts may be quickly diſcuſst, upon producing the ſaid book; 
in obedience thereunto, we the ſaids preſent mugiſtrates and town-council do hereby and declare, 
that our ſaid burgh has always been in uſe of, and yet continue in the YeRtion of iſtrats and councilers 
in manner underwritten, viz. That our magiſtracy confiſts of ane lord provoſt, two baillies, ane treaſurer, 
ane council conſiſting of fifteen. habile perſons within the burgh, with a dean of the mercat, why are ele&- 
ed ut infra, viz. The lord provoſt and baillies elect the firſt five of the councilers, and the ſaid firſt five new 
councilers ele& the next five new councilers, and the ſaids ten councilers elect the lord provoſt, and two 
baillies and treaſurer, with ane dean of the mercat, and ane clerk of the burgh, and other ſervants to 
ſerve under them. This being our report, is recorded in our council-books,- and defired it may be record- 
ed in the books of the convention of burrows for Scotland. Extracted out of the ſaid burrow court- books, 
by me Alexander M*Culloch ngtar-publick, and principal clerk to the ſaid burgh... Sic fubſcribitur, . 
A. M*Culloch N P. and Clericus Burgi. Extracted, &c. , | | 
JOHN DUND AS. * 
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AT Wigtown, the zuth day of June 1709 years, the whilk day the magiſtrates and councilh of the ſaid i 
burgh of Wigtown, takeing into their conſidt ratione, That whereas, by the thirty-eighth act of the laſt * 
general convention of the royal burrows, each royal burgh within this kingdom were appointed to ſend up 
their-ſett to the clerks of the royall burrows; to be recorded in ane particular book to be keeped for that 
very purpoſe, to the end any queſtion about their reſpective ſetts might be quickly diſcuſst,” upon producing 
of the ſaid book; they therefore, in obedience to the ſaid ad, doe hereby teſtifie and declare, that the 
conſtant ſett of the ſaid burgh has, for the fifteen years bypaſt, and upwards, conſiſted of ane provoſt, two 
baillies, fifecen councillors, and ane clerk, the treaſurer always being one of the ſaid fificen councillors ; 
and that the ſaids magiſtrats does not continue in their office of magiſtracy more than two years together, 
and.that,; at every annual election, they put off EP their old. council, and brings on three new ones 

- 1 iau 
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in their ſtead, that the whole inhabitants may be the better acquaint with, and underſtand the burgh's af- 
fairs ; and, in cafe any of the ſaids magiſtrates and council ſhould depart this mortal life, id the mean time 
while they were in their office, that thair places lay vacant till Miobaelmaſa thereafter, which is the ordi- 
nary time of their election yearly ; and this is the true ſett of the ſaid burgh of Wigtown, thels haill years 
above written, without any alteratione; and ordains the clerk to tranſmitt the extra& her Ft ſaids 
clerks of burrows, to the effect the ſamen may be recorded by them, as ſaid is. Extraded of the 
- torin-court books of Wigtown, per me, fic ſubſcribitar, Alex. Campbell elk. Extracted, &c. A bin 
33 18 | a3 1 DUN DAS. 
"1 | "NOTE: 3 
No GvuiLtpar nor IncorrotaTiONs. | . 
Ixnamraurs, including feuars, are about 123, who are heads of ſamilies. 
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TZMPRIMIS, the conſtitution. is, four baillies, a treaſurer, and nineteen counecillers. The old coudcill 
chooſes the new councill, the tour old baillies and treaſurer being alwayes of the number of the leit of bail 


240, The leit of baillies conſiſts of twelve, and the treaſurer's leit of three, all to be choſen upon any 
Tueſday after the firſt Tueſday of September: yearly. | 

3tio, baillies and councill appoints as many auditors of the treaſurer's accompts as they think fitt ; 
and the auditors reports the ſame to the councill, to be approven or not, as they ſee cauſe. 

4to,. Every 7 wh —_— gives his oath in communi forma. Extracted from the records by me, 
JR | 1 08x DUN DAS. 


n ö ee 
Made by recommendation in the fixth act General Convention, 171 3 


WHERE AS, the laſt general convention having recommended to the commiſſioners of the burghs of 
"Dumfries, Kirkudbright, Annan, and Lochmaben, to aſcertain a ſett for the burgh of Sanquhar ; and 
we having, conform to that recommendation, conſidered duly the charters and cuſtom of the ſaid burgh, 
we are of opinion, that for all time hereafter, their ſett ſhould be, that they ſhall have a provoſt, three 
baillies, dean of gild, and treaſurer, with eleven councilers, making in all ſeventeen, and theſe ſhall be of 
heretors, merchants, or tradeſmen, burgeſſes reſidenters within the ſaid burgh, and that theſe, nor any of 
them, ſhall continue longer than one year, unleſs they be choſen again, and at leaſt, that there be four 
new councilers yearly ; and that the old council ſhall ſtill choſe the new only at Michaelmaſs, if it fall on 
a Monday, if otherways, then the firſt Monday after Michaelmaſe.. In witneſs-whereof,. we, ard the pro- 
volt of the ſaid burgh of Sanquhar, have ſubſcribed theſe preſents at Edinburgh, the niath of July; 1714 
; fic ſubſeribitur, John Corſbie ſor Dumfrice, William Johnſton for Annan, John Kirkpatrick: for 
Kitkudbright, George Kennedy Lochmaben, Ab. Crichton provoſt of Sanqubar, | Extracted, &. 
: N 18 DUND A8. 
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AT Annan, the twenty-third day of Jane, 1912 years. The which day, the magiſtrates and town 
council'of the faid + being in council conyeened, did (in obedience to the ſeventh act of the general 
convention of the royal burghs, in July i 82 anent ſetts for regulating elections in time coming} 
agree to ſtatute; en, and ordain, that the ſett underwritten hath been, now is, and ſhall be, the ſett of 
our burgh for regulating our elections in time coming, viz. that we have ane provoſt, three baillies, ane 
treaſurer, "dean; and thirteen councilers; and ordains our clerk to give our commillioner ane extract of this 
act, to be by him laid before the i general con vention, which is to meer at Edinburgh, the firſt day 
of July next, for their approbation. Extracted forth of the court books of the ſaid burgh, by me, fc ſub- 
ſeribitur, Geo. Blair, clerk. Extracted, &c. | | 
: 0 | JOHN DUNDAS. 
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AT Lochmaben, the twenty: fixth day of June, 1712 years. The which day, the magiſtrates and 
town council of the ſaid burgh; being conveened in common council, did, in obedience to the ſeventh act 
of the general convention of the royal burrows, in July 1711, anent ſetts of burghs, find, that by the old 
and conſtant cuſtom of the burgh, the ſett thereof is as follows, viz: the h has been in uſe. to have a 
provoſt, and ſometimes three baillies, and ſometimes only two, a dean of gild, and ten councilers when 
they had three baillies, and eleven when the had had only two, of which councilers two are putt off annually, 
after the election, and two new ones brought in place; and that both the new and old ccuncilers have 
voice in the electione, betore the two old ones are turned out of the council, which is ordinarly done the 
aſternoon of the election day; r extract hereof to our com- 
miſſioner to the e convention, to be by bim laid before their approbation thereof, as the 
ſett of the burgh in all time coming. Extracted by, ic ſubſcribitur, A. Henderſone. Extracted, & . 
| | —_— | | 8 DUND AS. 
J. . e 


D UM TNS. | 
19, THE magiſtrates are, a provoſt and three baillies. 24, The burgh has à dean, who is not a dean 
of gild, it not being a gild town, 31e, The burgh has a treaſurer for uplifting their revenues, and the 
provoſt, baillies, dean, and treaſurer, are always merchants, and are elected yearly at or about Michaeſ- 
maſs. 4%, The town council (beſide the magiſtrats) conſiſts of fourteen merchants, viz. the dean, the 
treaſurer, and twelve merchants, and of ſeven deacons of craffts, viz. the deacons of the ſmiths, wrights, 
weavers, taillors, ſhoemakers, glovers, and fleſhers, of which deacons one is the deacon conveener of the 
trades, ſo that the magiſtrats and council are in all twenty-five. 51, The merchant counſellers are elected 
ſome days before Michaetmaſs thus: The magiſtrats and council in office, and being for the current year, 
are et ſemel in uſe, ſome ſhort time before Michaelmaſs day, to appoint two ſeveral days for the elec- 
tions under- written, viz. one for the election of the four new merchant counſellors, and another poſterior 
day for the election of the magiſtrats, dean and treaſurer, which is ordinarly upon the Michaelmaſs day, if 
ane lawful day; and the council having accordingly met the firſt day and hour thereof appointed for elec- 
ting 


„ Wenn i 


ting the four new merchant council, by plurality of votes, doe chooſe four new merchant councillors whom 
they order to be warned, to compear on the day of the electiope of thy magiſtrats, dean, and treaſurer, in 
order to qualify themſelves, and accept their offices. 6to, The new 3 counſellers being fo choſen, 
and the conveener and deacons of trades being choſen by their own incorporations (without any depen- 
dance upon the magiſtrats and council), thereafter the magiſtrats, dean, and treaſurer, are elected thus: 
The day and time of day for the election of them being previouſly appointed by the magiſtrats and coun- 
fell as faid is, the magiſtrats and the old merchant councillers, with the ſeven new deacons of craffts. doe 
meet, and then the four new merchant counſellers and four tradeſinen, commonly called led votes, named 
by the deacons of the ſmiths, rights, weavers, and taillors, or by the conveener, inſtead of the deacon of 
the taillors, in caſe the FOES, ©: not the deacon of one of theſe four craffts, are called, and the new mer- 
chant councillers, and theſe of the deacons, who were not deacons the preceeding year, are ſworn de fideli 
adminiſtratione aſtrii, as counſellors, thereafter, the rolls being called, if there be any of the magiſtrats, or 
old or new merchant counſellors abſent, the provoſt names 15 many merchants to ſupply their places and 
vote for them, who being called and compearing, the new merchant counſellors, theſe deacons who were 
not in that office the preceeding year, the four led votes and voters for abſent merchant counſellers, are 
qualified by taking the oaths required by law; then are openly read ſeveral acts of the town council, where- 
by, 127, it is enacted, That no man be provoſt longer than one year or two at furtheſt together, under the 
pain and penalty after ſpecified, viz. if any man ſhall imbrace or exerce the office of provoſtry the third 
year without intermiſſion, he ſball be lyable in one thouſand pounds Scotts of penalty, and be rendered 
incapable of any public truſt within the burgh till he purge the ſaid penalty ; and whatſoever of the mer- 
chart councill or tradeſmen ſhall vote any man to be provoſt the third year without intermiſſion, he ſhall 
be liable in the ſum of two hundred pounds Scotts money foreſaid of penalty, and be rendered incapable 
of all publick truſt, till he purge the foreſaid penalty. 2, It is enacted, that if any man, who is an inn- 
keeper, vintner, or ſeller of ſtrong waters, brandy, ale, or beer, ſhall, at any time, be elected provoſt, he 
tall be obliged to give up his trade of keeping a publick change, within fifteen days aſter he is elected pro- 
voſt, and that he ſhall forbeur his ſaid trade, in all time r during his being provoſt, under the pain of 
being depoſed, and payment making of ane thouſand pounds, if he ſhall contraveen the act. 3-1, It is enacted, 
that none of the relations after ſpecified, by conſanguinity or affinity, be upon the magiſtracy together at 
one and the ſame time or year; that is to ſay, father and ſon, father and ſon-in-law, brethren-· german and 
brethren · in · law, ſhall not be provoſt and baillies togethgr, under the pain of one thouſand pounds Scotts, 
to be paid by each perſone ſo related tranſgreſſing the aQ ; and if any counciller ſhall vote any of his 
ſaid relations to be upon the magiſtracy together, they ſhall be liable in the ſum of two hundred pounds 
money foreſaid. 4to, It is enacted, that noe baillie ſhall continue in his office as baillie, or be elected baillie 
longer then one year, or two at moſt together, and that under the pain of five hundred pounds Scotts, to 
be paid by the accepter 7oties guoties, and ane hundred pounds Scotts be ilk voter. gto, It is enacted, that 
one man ſhould-not be either dean or treaſurer longer then one year, or tuo at fartheſt together, under the 
pains and penalties following, viz. two hundred merks for the accepter, and one hundred pounds money 
foreſaid for the voter, contrary hereunto : And for the further corroboratione and ſtrengthhing the ſaid 
acts, the ſame are appointed to be ſubſcribed by all the magiſtrates and councillors, obliging themſelves 
never to come in the contrary, or endeavour the repealing thereof, under the pain of one thouſand pounds 
Scotts, to be paid by each magilirat, and two hundred pounds Scotts for each counſcller that ſhall endea- 
vour the reſcinding thereof. And for the more ſpeedy and accurat execution of the perſonal ſtatuts above 
' written, it is declared not only to be in the power of the countell, but Dr of the counſellers), to · be in 
the power of any man and conſiderable burden bearer within the burgh, to call and perſue for the foreſaid 
penaltys, if any be incurred, before any judge competent; and, for that effect, the clerk is ordained to give 
forth extracts thereof to any magiſtrat, councilſor or freeman, who ſhall defire the ſume upon their own ex- 
pences. After reading of which acts, the magiftrats andconacillors ſigne the ſame yearly ; for which erid the. 
fame are tranſcribed immediately before the election in the council book every year: Then the ſaid elec- 
tors (who are thirty-three in all, and two third parts are merchants, and the third part are tradeſmen), 
proceed to the election of the magiſtrats, dean and treafurer for the next year; and firſt to the election of 
the provoſt, who is choſen thus: Ide electors by plurality of votes, vote two of the merchants or merchant 
council to go dut in the leits for the provoſt; and if the provoſt for the preceeding year has not been in of- 
fice the. Jaſt tuo years together without intermiſſion, he may be one of them, which two being removed, 
the electors vote whether-of them {hall be provoſt, and they being called in their own votes are aſked there- 
| ; f = | in; . 
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provoſt as hath the plurality of votes foreſaid, who is inſtantly = he be preſent and accepts) taken ſworn 
de fideli adminiſtratione officit, and takes his place as provoſt. In the ſecond place, the three baillies are elec- 
ted thus; the electors, by plurality ot votes of the magiſtrates and councill, vote fix to go out in the leits 
for baillies, and theſe three baillies ſor the preceeding year that hath not been in office the laſt two years to- 
gether without intermiſſion, may go out in the leits for the baillies ; which fix being removed, the electort 


vote three of them to be baillies, and they being called in, their own votes are aſked therein; then the 


clerk having counted who hath the plurality of votes, makes ane act, electing ſuch three men to be baillies 
as have the plurality foreſaid, who are inſtantly (if they be preſent and accept), ſworn de 5 deli adminiſtra- 
tions officii, and takes their places as baillies. In the third place, the dean-is elected thus; the electort, by 
plurality of votes, vote two of the merchant councill to go out in the leits for dean, and if the dean for the 
preceeding year has not been in that office the two laſt years together without intermiſſion, he may be one 
of them; which two being removed, the eleQors vote who of them ſhall be dean, and they being called 
in, there own votes are aſked therein ; then the clerk having counted who has the plurality of votes, makes 
ane act, electing ſuch a man to be dean, who is inſtantly (it he be preſent and accepts), taken ſworn de g- 


in then the clerk having ecunted who has the plurality of voter, makes ane ad elefting fach a man to de 


deli adminiſtratione officii, and takes his place as dean: And, in the laſt place, the treaſurer is choſen thus; 


the electors, by plurality of votes, vote two of the merchant council to go out in 'þ* leits. for treaſurer; 
and if the treaſurer for the preceeding year has not been in that office the tuo laſt years together without 


intermiſſion, he may be one of them; which two being removed, the electors vote who of them ſhall be 


treaſurer, and they being called in, their own votes are aſked therein ; then the clerk, having counted who 
has the plurality of votes, makes ane act eleQing ſuch a man to be treaſurer (who if he be preſent and ac- 


cepts) is inſtantly taken ſworn de fideli adminiſtratione officii, and takes his place as treaſurer. If any man be choſen - 


a magiſtrat, dean, or treaſurer, and he be either Sſent, or being preſent, refuſe to accept the office, he mutt 
accept the ſaid office within a fortnight after his being elected, if preſent, and if abſent, within afortnight after 
his return home, or otherways cannot be admitted to accept any time afterwards before the-council z but 
the perſone refuſing is fineable by the council for his ſaid refuſal, according to cuſtome. 7mo, There are four 
of the old merchant counſellers yearly after the election of the magiſtrats, dean, and treaſurer, voted off 
by a councill called by the provoſt, conſiſting of new magiſtrats, dean, and treaſurer, the four new mer - 

counſellers, the conveener, and deacons. This is ſubſcribed by order of the councill and community 


of the ſaid burgh, at Dumfries, the twenty-eight day of June 1709 years, by us, fc /ub/cribitur, John 
- je. Extracted, 


Corſbie provoſt, Alex. Barkly baillie, John Gilkeriſt baillie. &c. 
XU h . \ 9. phate: . 
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IN the general convention of burrows, holden at the burgh of Edinburgh, upon the fifth day of July, 
170% years, by the commiſſioners therein conveened. The which day, anent the petition given in for the 
burgh of Kirkudbright, ſhewing, that it had been the immemorial and conſtant ſett, and conſuetude of 
faid burgh, ever ſince its erectione into a royal burgh, to elect and chooſe the magiftrats to officiate in 
the ſaid burgh, at the term of Michaelmaſs yearly, and the new-councillors yearly at the ſaid rerme, viz. 
eight days before the ſaid term of Michaelmaſs yearly, the magiſtrates and town councill of the burgh, 
which conſiſts of ſeventeen perſons, viz. the provoſt, two baillies, the treaſurer, and thirteen commone 
councillors, does ele& and chooſe tuo or three new councillors, the number of tuo or three being till op- 
tionall to the ſaids magiſtrats and councill ; and immediately the ſaids * combos and old councilt doe 
vote three of their own number of the councill in lieu, and in place of the three new councillors voted as 
aforeſaid, which two or three new councillors, voted to come upon the councill, are warned to attend the 
election of the magiſtrats upon Michaelmaſs day, where they are qualified and received before voting, and 


thereafter proceed to the election of the provoſt, who is ſtill to be a merchant, or heretor, within the 


* and then to the election of the two baillies and treaſurer, who are to be merchants or tradeſmen, 
.as 


a perſan to repreſent them, who is to have a vote 1 election of the magiſtrates only, but not of the 


* 


they ſhall happen to be voted; and, at the ſaid election, the community of the burgh doe ſtill name 
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new councill, and that beſides the ordinary town councill of ſeventeen perſons ; but the foreſaid repre- 
fentative for the community is no ſurther 2 meniber of the town councill, nor has no vote, but Gmpiy 
in the {aid election ; the foreſaid tuo or three new councillets yearty aſſumed into the cauncill, and the 
foreſaid tuo or three old councillors putt off the councill in lieu of them, are indeſinitely either [merchants 
er tradeſcaen, as the councill by plurality ſhall vote; and beſides the ſoreſaids magiſtrates, treaſurer, and 
councill, there was never within the ſaid burgh either dean or deacon of crafft, neither had any tradefman 
hberty to couveen to conſider any matters relating to their ſeveral craffts, without the authority and con- 
fent of the magiſirats, nor were tliere any in-orparat craffts in the ſaid burgh, or any compoſition or fine 
due by any tradeſman to the ſraternity of his trade; but that every man who was a-burgeſs of the burgh,. 
might exerce and follow the occupation he was capable of. Subſcribed Hugh Fullarton ; as the petition 
bears. Which being conſidered by the convention, together with overtures anent the fett of the ſaid burgh, 
they ordered both the petition and overtures to be recorded, upon conditione that the intendant, or over- 
ſeer mentioned in the ſaids overtures, ſhall not be continued in office above two years together; the tenor 
of which overtures followes : Orertures by the commiſſioners of Dumfries, Wi „and New Gallaway, 
ſor accommodating differences betwixt the magiſtrates and town council of Kirkudbright, and trades of 
| ſaid burgh. Primo, That the conſtitution and ſett of the faid burgh be unalterable, and continue the 
ſame in all time comi'q”, as it has been in times bygoae, except in ſo tar as it may be innovat by any of 
the overtures following. Secunde, That at the annual election of the magiſtrates at Michaelmads, after the 
electione of the provoſt, tuo baillies, and treaſurer, conform to the immemorial ſett of the burgh, that the 
magiſtrates and councill do immediately thereafter, and at the ſame time, cleft, nominate, and choſe, ane 
intendant and overſeer to the craffts and tradeſmen with the burgh, who is to de ane burgeſs freeman 
and mechanick, and ane of the town council for the time, and ex officio is to be a councillor during the 
time of his being intendant and overſeer, as ſaid is. Tertis, That the ſaid intendant and overfeer, by his 
office, is to have the care and overſight in preſerving the priviledge of the trades within the burgh, and 
of receiving or refuſing any mechamick or tradeſman into the fraternity, or priviledge of an tradeſman 
of this burgh, with and under theſe conditions and proviſions : Primo, That it ſhall not be leiſum to the 
faid intendant to receive any one freeman of the trades, who is not admitted farit an b by the i. 
ſtrates and town council. And, ſecundo, That it ſhall not be leiſum to him to exact or more 
the priviledge of being admitted and incorporat as tradſman, then the equal half of what compoſition or 
fine, which the conſtitutione or acts of toun council hath been, or ſhall be payable for the an. 
burgeſs-ſhip. And, tertio, That it ſhall be without prejudice, to the merchants and town copncill to a 

and receive ane perſon of ilk crafft or trade; who ſhall be found to exceed any of the tradeſmen in Kirkud- 
right in {kill and dexterity of the crafft he profeſſes, and to endue bim with the priviledge of burgeſs-ſhip, 
and freedome amongſt the trades, he always being obliged to reſide in the place, and bear ſcott and lott 
with his neighbours, and being ſubje& to ſuch acts and conſtitutions of trade, as ſhall be enacted 
in manner underwritten, Quarto, t the ſaid intendant or overſeer do oblige all the tradeſmen 
within the burgh to receive no apprentices, but ſuch as ſhall be bound to ſerve for three years, and 
ane year ſor meat and fee, and that they be booked in the town-council books, conforme to uſe and 
wont, otherwiſe that they be uncapable of the priviledge of burgeſs-ſhip by and through their ſervice; 
and, to obviate any colluſion betwixt ane maſter and apprentice, that, beſide the maſter's diſcharge of 
the indentures, that the ſaid intendant give in an certificate to the town-council, that the ſaid apprentice 
bath faithfully ſerved his full time, otherwiſe the ſaid apprentice is to enjoy no priviledge otherwiſe than 
as ane ſtranger. Nui to, That the ſaid intendant doe, at the admiſſion of any tradeſman, appoint him an 
Piece of work for the prooff and eſſay of his knowledge and {kill ; and, if the faid work be found inſuffi- 
cient, albeit he be a burgeſs, yet that he may be rejected as an incorporat member of the trades, for his 
ig e. Sexto, That the ſaid intendant and overſeer ſhall have the power to conveen the trades, and 
amerciate delinquents and offenders, upon juſt complaints; and, if the fault be ſuch as deſerves impriſon- 
ment, that he crave the magiltrats authority and concurrence ; and, with power to regulate the prices of 
work, make acts and conſtitutions for the ſaids trades their better regulation and policie, the ſame bei 
always ſubje& to the review, alteration, and approbatione of the magiſtrats and town-council, and to be 
of no force or binding till the civil. ſanction and authority be interponed thereto. Septiime, The commiſ 
Loners above named do propoſe the above articles, which they find agreeable to NI conſtitution 
of the burgh of Kirkcudbright, to be their ſett in all time coming, to be irrevokably obſerved ; and recom- 
mends to the magiſtrats and councill-to lay the ſamen before the general convention of the royal burrows 
for. their ratification. Signed at Kirkudbright the 23d day of 'Oflober 1706 years; /ic * Wm. 


* 


| ( 79 J 
C „Alex. Campbell, John Chalmers. And ordains the principall articles to be putt in the charter- 
cheſt for conſervation ad futuram rei memoriam. The which day the magiſtrats, toun-councill, and tradeſ- - 
men within this burgh, doe bereby approve of the above overtures, and engages hereby to ſtand to and 
abide thereat, without innovation-or alteration thereof an all time coming; ænd, in teſtimony hereof, have 
ſubſcribed the ſame, with their hands, as follows: Sic ſubſcribitur,, Hugh Fulerton Prs. Sa. Euart baillie, 


James M*Quhan baillie, Nicoll Donaldſon treaſr. James Gordon councillor, James M*Colm counciller, 
John Kirkpatrick counciller, Adam Donaldſon counciller, John Thomſon counciller, Dav. Lidderdale - 


counciller, David M- Clellan counciller, Robert M*Ewen counciller, Roger Gordon counciller, David Smart. 


counciller, John Hoſten, John Halliday couticiller, William Darling 2 John Crichton dmith, Tho- 
mas M Cartney glover, Robert M. Adam ſaidler, John Herries ſmith, x., Logan ſmith, Charles Living» 
ſtone glover, John Fleeming wright, John Staffing carpenter, William Comblin wright, . William Thom» 
ſon wright. e ſclater, John Roblon ſhoemaker, Robert M Gon ſhoemaker, Wm. MKin- 
nay ſhoemaker, John M. Kean tailor, William Biglem tailor, John Brown taillor, Robert Brown taillom 
John Henderſon dyer, James Lintown weaver, John Bell weaver, James Biglem weaver, Andw. Lintoun _ 
weaver, John Walker dyer, Charles Murray weaver, John Smith merchant, Samuel Carmont late baillie, 
Gavin Dunbar late baillie, George Meek late. baile, Samuel Martin mercht. Extracted furth of the bur- 
row- court-books of Kirkudbright, be me, fic fubſcribitur, J. Gordon. Extracted forth of the records. of. 
the royal burrows, be me Mr George Home town-clerk of Edinburgh, and conjun& general. clerk to the 


bu „) George Home. Ertracted, &c. 5 ene 
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THERE is no written ſett of this burgh. The nt number of the town councill is 17; but has 
varied in different years from 13 to 19. The vid council annually chooſe the new, and theſe chooſe the 
magiſtrates. No guildry or incorporations. Heritors, not reſident, about 10. Burgeſſts and tefideht. 
heritors, about 146. Inhabitants, not above 160, though generally computed at - . as 
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